


 
OverseasX Overseas Athlete Guide: Brazil 

Copyright © 2025 OverseasX. All rights reserved. 
theoverseasx.com 

 
This guide is intended solely for use by OverseasX members. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of OverseasX. 
 



Table of Contents 
 
1.  Understanding Your Contract​ 4 
2.  Work Visa and Residency in Brazil​ 6 
3.  Taxes: What You Owe and Where​ 8 
4.  Healthcare and Insurance​ 10 
5.  Laws That Will Surprise You​ 12 
6.  Culture and Daily Life​ 14 
7.  Brazilian Basketball League Structure​ 17 
8.  City and Team Breakdown​ 19 
9.  Salary Protection and Late Payments​ 23 
10.  Financial Setup in Brazil​ 25 
11.  Legal Risk Summary​ 27 
12.  Key Takeaways​ 28 

 



1. Understanding Your Contract 
Brazil is one of the most passionate basketball markets in the world and one of the most 
underestimated by American players who have not been there. The NBB (Novo Basquete 
Brasil) has grown into a serious professional league with strong crowds, nationally televised 
games, and competitive basketball. Players who go to Brazil often describe it as one of their 
best personal experiences of any overseas posting. It is also a market where the currency 
situation requires constant attention, where organizational stability varies significantly between 
clubs, and where the contract terms that protect you in other markets may not be written the 
same way. Knowing what you are signing before you land is how you make the experience 
work. 

 

Contract Structure 
Brazilian basketball contracts typically include a base salary, housing, a transportation 
allowance or club-provided vehicle, and flight provisions. The structure has some features that 
are specific to the Brazilian market and different from what you find in European leagues. 

•​ Base salary in Brazil is often quoted in Brazilian reais (BRL) or in U.S. dollars depending 
on the club and the negotiation. The currency denomination of your contract is one of the 
most important decisions you will make, given Brazil's history of currency fluctuation and 
inflation. 

•​ Housing is commonly provided directly by the club as a furnished apartment. In some 
cases a cash housing allowance is offered. Confirm which it is and what the specific 
amount or arrangement looks like before signing. 

•​ A monthly living allowance covering daily expenses is standard at NBB clubs. Get the 
amount and payment date written explicitly into the contract. 

•​ Flight provisions should cover round trips home, class of travel, and timing. Brazil is a 
long flight from the United States and the logistics of travel home during breaks matter. 

•​ Performance bonuses tied to playoff qualification or individual awards are negotiable. 
Ensure any bonus has a specific measurable trigger. 

 

Currency Risk 
The Brazilian real (BRL) has experienced significant inflation and depreciation against the U.S. 
dollar over time. This is the single most important financial structuring issue for American 
players signing in Brazil. 

Negotiate in U.S. Dollars 
A salary denominated in Brazilian reais that looks strong at signing can lose meaningful 
purchasing power by the end of a season if the real weakens against the dollar. 
Always negotiate your base salary in USD and specify that payment will be made in dollars or at 
the official exchange rate on the date of payment. 
If a club insists on reais, build a currency protection clause into the contract that adjusts your 
salary if the exchange rate moves beyond a specified threshold. 

 



Import Player Rules 
The NBB allows import players but operates under rules that affect how many foreign players 
can be on the court simultaneously. These rules have evolved over time and must be confirmed 
for the current season. 

•​ Each NBB team typically carries a limited number of import players. Verify the current 
roster and on-court limits with your agent before signing. 

•​ Brazilian naturalized players (foreign-born players who have obtained Brazilian 
citizenship) are sometimes categorized differently from direct imports. Confirm how your 
status is categorized. 

•​ The NBB has at various points implemented rules requiring a minimum number of 
Brazilian players on the court at all times. Understand how this affects your expected 
minutes before committing. 

Item What to Know 

Preferred Currency USD — negotiate in dollars, not reais 

Payment Frequency Monthly 

Import Limits Verify current season rules before signing 

Housing Club-provided apartment standard at most NBB clubs 

Currency Risk High if paid in reais — build in protection 

Flight Provisions Long flight from U.S. — get round trips specified in contract 
 



2. Work Visa and Residency in Brazil 
Brazil has a clear process for authorizing professional athletes to work, but the timeline and 
documentation requirements mean you cannot leave this until the last minute. Your club is 
responsible for driving the application process on the Brazilian side and you are responsible for 
your portion on the U.S. side. 

 

Visa-Free Entry for U.S. Citizens 
The United States and Brazil have had periods of reciprocal visa requirements and periods of 
visa-free travel. As of recent years, Brazil has moved toward visa-free entry for U.S. citizens for 
short-term visits. However, the rules can change and a tourist entry does not authorize 
professional employment. Verify the current entry requirements with the Brazilian consulate 
before you travel and obtain the correct visa for professional work. 

 

Temporary Work Visa for Athletes 
Professional athletes in Brazil typically require a temporary work visa (Visto Temporario) 
authorized for sports activities. The process involves both Brazilian and U.S. side steps. 

1.​ Your club submits documentation to the Brazilian Ministry of Sports and relevant labor 
authorities, including your employment contract and professional credentials. 

2.​ Once approved on the Brazilian side, you apply for the work visa at the Brazilian 
consulate in the United States. 

3.​ Required documents typically include your passport, signed employment contract, proof 
of professional status, and consulate-specific forms. 

4.​ Processing times vary by consulate. Start this process as early as possible, ideally six to 
eight weeks before your planned arrival. 

5.​ After arriving in Brazil, you register with the Federal Police (Policia Federal) to obtain 
your foreigner registration document (RNE or CRNM). Your club should assist with this 
process. 

 

Foreigner Registration (CRNM) 
The Carteira de Registro Nacional Migratório (CRNM) is the foreigner identification card issued 
to registered foreign workers in Brazil. It is your primary identification document for official 
transactions during your stay. 

•​ Registration with the Federal Police must be completed within 90 days of arrival. 
•​ Carry your CRNM and passport when traveling domestically and internationally. 
•​ The CRNM is tied to your employment. If you change clubs, the registration must be 

updated. 

Document Details 

Entry Requirements Verify current U.S.-Brazil visa policy before travel 

Work Visa Type Temporary Work Visa for sports activities 



Brazilian Processing Club submits to Ministry of Sports and labor authorities 

Foreigner Registration CRNM issued by Federal Police — register within 90 days 

Processing Time Start 6 to 8 weeks before planned arrival 

Club Responsibility Club initiates Brazilian side — you handle consulate application 
 



3. Taxes: What You Owe and Where 
Brazil has a complex tax system and one of the higher overall tax burdens in South America. 
Understanding your obligations to both Brazilian authorities and the IRS before the season 
begins is essential. Getting this wrong is expensive and difficult to unwind after the fact. 

 

Brazilian Income Tax (IRPF) 
Brazil levies progressive income tax (Imposto de Renda Pessoa Fisica, or IRPF) on income 
earned within the country. Foreign workers are subject to this tax on Brazilian-source income. 

Monthly Income (BRL) Tax Rate 

Up to BRL 2,259.20/month Exempt 

BRL 2,259.21 to 
2,826.65/month 

7.5% 

BRL 2,826.66 to 
3,751.05/month 

15% 

BRL 3,751.06 to 
4,664.68/month 

22.5% 

Over BRL 4,664.68/month 27.5% 

 
At NBB import salary levels, the majority of your Brazilian income will fall in the 27.5% bracket. 
Your club is responsible for withholding income tax from your salary and remitting it to the 
Brazilian tax authority (Receita Federal). Request a payslip showing gross pay, tax withheld, 
and net pay for every payment. 

 

INSS Social Security Contributions 
Brazil requires contributions to the national social security system (INSS) from both employer 
and employee. As an employee, a portion of your gross salary is withheld for INSS. The rates 
are set by law and updated periodically. Your club handles withholding and remittance. 

 

ISS Service Tax 
Some Brazilian clubs structure player compensation as service contracts rather than 
employment contracts. If your contract is structured this way, different tax rules apply, including 
the ISS (Imposto Sobre Servicos) service tax. This structural difference has meaningful tax 
implications and requires a Brazilian tax professional to navigate correctly. 

 

U.S. Tax Obligations 



The United States and Brazil have a limited tax information exchange agreement but do not 
have a comprehensive bilateral income tax treaty comparable to what exists with Germany or 
South Korea. This makes the FEIE and foreign tax credit your primary tools for managing 
double taxation. 

•​ The Foreign Earned Income Exclusion (FEIE) may allow you to exclude a significant 
portion of your Brazilian income from U.S. taxation if you qualify under the bona fide 
residence or physical presence test. 

•​ The Foreign Tax Credit allows you to offset U.S. taxes with Brazilian taxes already paid. 
•​ FBAR filing is required if your Brazilian bank account balance exceeds $10,000 at any 

point during the year. 

No Comprehensive U.S.-Brazil Tax Treaty 
Unlike Germany or South Korea, the U.S. does not have a full income tax treaty with Brazil. 
This makes proper use of the FEIE and foreign tax credit more important and requires a CPA 
with specific Brazil and expat athlete experience. 
The way your contract is structured (employment versus service contract) also has significant tax 
implications. Get professional advice before the season starts. 

 



4. Healthcare and Insurance 
Brazil has a universal public healthcare system (SUS) and a large private healthcare sector. As 
a professional athlete, your primary medical care runs through your club. Understanding your 
options beyond club care and having your own international insurance are both important. 

 

Club Medical Care 
NBB clubs maintain medical staff and physiotherapy resources for player care. The quality of 
club medical infrastructure varies between clubs at the top of the league and smaller 
organizations. 

•​ Top NBB clubs have professional medical staff including team doctors, physiotherapists, 
and sports medicine specialists. 

•​ Sports-related injuries are covered through the club. Non-sports medical needs require 
your own insurance or out-of-pocket payment at private facilities. 

•​ Ask specifically about medical staff quality and hospital relationships when evaluating a 
club offer. 

 

Private Healthcare in Brazil 
Brazil has a strong private healthcare sector, particularly in major cities like Sao Paulo, Rio de 
Janeiro, and Brasilia. Private hospitals and clinics in these cities provide high-quality care. 

•​ Sao Paulo: Hospital Israelita Albert Einstein and Hospital Sirio-Libanes are two of the 
best hospitals in all of Latin America and are accustomed to treating international 
patients with English-speaking staff. 

•​ Rio de Janeiro: Clinica Sao Vicente and Copa Star Hospital are among the better private 
options. 

•​ Other NBB cities: Quality varies significantly. Identify the nearest quality private facility 
when you arrive at your city. 

 

International Health Insurance 
Carry your own international health insurance for the full duration of your contract. This is 
non-negotiable in Brazil. 

•​ Your policy should include emergency medical evacuation coverage. Brazil is a large 
country and being in a smaller city far from a major medical center makes evacuation 
coverage important. 

•​ Mental health coverage matters. Brazil can be an isolating posting in smaller cities where 
English is rarely spoken and the cultural adjustment is significant. 

•​ Confirm your policy covers the full contract duration including any extension options. 

Public Healthcare (SUS) 
Brazil's public universal healthcare system (SUS) is technically available to all residents 
including foreign workers. 



In practice, SUS facilities in major cities are often overcrowded and understaffed. Wait times for 
non-emergency care can be very long. 
Most American players and expats default to private healthcare for all non-emergency needs. 
Budget accordingly. 

 



5. Laws That Will Surprise You 
Brazil has a functioning legal system with clear rules, but the gap between what the law says 
and how things operate in practice can be wider here than in more institutionally rigid countries. 
Understanding the specific areas where American players consistently run into problems 
prevents avoidable situations. 

 

Drug Laws 
Brazil decriminalized personal possession of small amounts of drugs in 2006, but this applies to 
personal use quantities and the law distinguishes between users and traffickers based on 
circumstances that are subject to police discretion. Marijuana remains illegal. 

•​ Personal possession of small amounts of marijuana is technically decriminalized for 
personal use but can still result in police contact, administrative proceedings, and 
complications for a foreign national on a work visa. 

•​ As a professional athlete subject to FIBA anti-doping rules, cannabis remains on the 
prohibited list regardless of local decriminalization. A positive test has professional 
consequences independent of any legal situation. 

•​ Hard drugs carry serious criminal penalties. There is no ambiguity around cocaine, 
heroin, or synthetic drugs. 

•​ Verify all supplements against the FIBA prohibited list. Brazilian supplements and 
products may not be regulated to the same standards as U.S. products. 

 

Personal Safety Awareness 
Brazil has areas with elevated crime rates, particularly in major cities. This is a practical reality 
that American players need to navigate with awareness, not a reason to avoid going. Millions of 
people live and work safely throughout Brazil every day. 

•​ Research the specific neighborhood where your club is providing housing. Location 
matters significantly for day-to-day safety and quality of life. 

•​ Avoid displaying expensive jewelry, watches, or electronics in public, particularly in 
unfamiliar areas or at night. 

•​ Use ride-share apps (Uber is widely used throughout Brazil) rather than hailing street 
taxis, particularly at night and in unfamiliar areas. 

•​ Your club will have local knowledge about which areas are safe and which require more 
caution. Build that relationship early and follow their guidance. 

•​ Stay aware of your surroundings in ways that become natural over time. Players who 
have been in Brazil for a full season develop a comfortable routine that manages risk 
without disrupting daily life. 

 

Traffic Laws 
Brazilian traffic law exists and is enforced but driving culture varies significantly by city and 
region. 



•​ Your U.S. driver's license is valid in Brazil for up to 180 days. After that, a Brazilian 
license or an International Driving Permit is required. 

•​ Speed cameras are common in major cities. Fines are issued automatically. 
•​ The blood alcohol driving limit is zero tolerance. Do not drive after consuming any 

alcohol. 
•​ Traffic in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro is among the most intense in the world. Most 

players rely on club transportation or ride-share apps rather than driving themselves. 

 

Carnival and Major Holidays 
Brazil observes a rich national holiday calendar. Carnival is the most internationally famous and 
it shuts down the country for several days in February or March depending on the year. Banks, 
businesses, and government offices close. This affects your ability to conduct financial and 
administrative tasks during that period. 

•​ Plan any banking, administrative, or financial tasks around the Carnival period and other 
major national holidays. 

•​ The NBB schedule accounts for Carnival. Confirm how your club handles the break. 
 



6. Culture and Daily Life 
Brazil is one of the most warmly social and culturally vibrant countries you will live in during an 
overseas career. Players who engage with Brazilian culture consistently report it as one of the 
most personally enriching experiences of their professional lives. The energy of the country, the 
warmth of the people, and the passion for sports create an environment that is genuinely 
enjoyable once you settle in. 

 

Brazilian Warmth and Social Culture 
Brazilians are genuinely warm and social. The culture is expressive, physically affectionate in 
greetings, and built around relationships and community. American players who come in open to 
this tend to build strong bonds with teammates and local communities quickly. 

•​ Physical greetings — a hug or a cheek kiss — are normal in Brazilian social culture. Do 
not interpret this as unusual or overly familiar. It is simply how people greet each other. 

•​ Brazilian social life tends to happen later in the evening than Americans are accustomed 
to. Dinner at 9 or 10 PM is normal. Social gatherings start late and run long. 

•​ The concept of jeitinho brasileiro, a uniquely Brazilian way of finding informal solutions to 
bureaucratic or logistical problems, is deeply embedded in how things get done. Having 
a local contact who understands this can make your daily life significantly smoother. 

 

Language 
Portuguese is the official language of Brazil. Brazilian Portuguese is distinct from European 
Portuguese in accent, vocabulary, and rhythm. English proficiency in Brazil is lower than in most 
of the other markets in this series, particularly outside of major cities and affluent 
neighborhoods. 

•​ Learning basic Brazilian Portuguese before you arrive is more important here than in 
most European markets. Even rudimentary Portuguese goes a long way in daily life 
outside the club environment. 

•​ Download Duolingo Portuguese (Brazilian) and start before you travel. The phonetic 
structure is learnable and even a few weeks of preparation makes a meaningful 
difference. 

•​ Google Translate handles Brazilian Portuguese well. Download the offline language 
pack. 

•​ Your club translator or liaison is one of your most important resources. Maintain that 
relationship carefully. 

 

Food 
Brazilian food is one of the genuine pleasures of the posting. The cuisine is diverse, flavorful, 
and abundant. 

•​ Rice and beans are the foundation of the Brazilian diet and appear at nearly every meal. 
Feijoada (a black bean and pork stew) is the national dish and a genuinely excellent 
meal. 



•​ Brazilian churrasco (grilled meats, typically served rodizio-style at churrascarias) is world 
class. This will become a regular part of your social life in Brazil. 

•​ Fresh tropical fruits, fresh juices, and acai bowls are widely available and of exceptional 
quality. 

•​ Pao de queijo (cheese bread) is a staple snack available everywhere and beloved by 
virtually every American player who has been to Brazil. 

•​ Vegetarian options are improving in major cities but can be limited in smaller NBB 
markets. If you have dietary restrictions, identify your options early. 

•​ Tap water safety varies by city. In major cities it is treated but most residents and expats 
use filtered or bottled water. 

 

Cost of Living 
Brazil is generally affordable for players earning in U.S. dollars, though the cost of living varies 
significantly between cities. 

•​ Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro are significantly more expensive than other Brazilian cities 
but still reasonable compared to Western European or North American major cities. 

•​ Smaller NBB cities are very affordable. Daily expenses for food, transportation, and 
entertainment are low. 

•​ Imported goods, electronics, and international brands are expensive in Brazil due to high 
import taxes. 

•​ Club-provided housing removes the largest cost variable. Negotiate a housing allowance 
that reflects your specific city if a cash allowance is offered instead. 

 

Transportation 
Brazil is a continental-sized country. Understanding transportation within your city and between 
cities matters for daily life and for travel during breaks. 

•​ Uber operates widely throughout Brazil and is the recommended option for getting 
around, particularly in unfamiliar areas or at night. 

•​ Domestic flights connect major Brazilian cities. The flight network is extensive and prices 
are reasonable. LATAM and GOL are the primary domestic carriers. 

•​ Public bus systems exist in most cities but are less practical for players who are not yet 
comfortable with Portuguese and local geography. 

•​ Traffic in Sao Paulo is notorious and can add significant time to any trip. Factor this into 
your scheduling. 

 

Time Zone 
Brazil spans multiple time zones due to its geographic size. Most NBB cities are in Brasilia 
Standard Time (BRT), which is UTC minus 3. 

•​ When it is 8:00 AM in New York (EST), it is 10:00 AM in most Brazilian cities. 
•​ The time difference with the U.S. East Coast is only 1 to 2 hours depending on daylight 

saving time. This is one of the better time zone situations in this entire guide series for 
staying connected with family. 



 



7. Brazilian Basketball League Structure 
Brazilian basketball has undergone significant development over the past two decades. The 
NBB was founded in 2008 as a private league initiative and has grown into a legitimately 
professional competition with strong television presence, passionate fans, and competitive 
basketball. Understanding the structure and how it differs from European leagues is important 
context for your experience. 

 

NBB — Novo Basquete Brasil 
The NBB is the top professional basketball league in Brazil. It currently has around 14 to 16 
clubs competing in a single-table format with playoffs. 

Category Details 

Teams 14 to 16 clubs (varies by season) 

Season October through April (regular season); playoffs through 
May/June 

Import Players Typically 2 to 3 per team — verify current season rules 

Television ESPN Brasil and other networks — strong national coverage 

Salary Range (Imports) Wide range — lower clubs: $60K to $150K; top clubs: $200K to 
$400K+ 

Playoffs Top clubs qualify for NBB playoffs 

Governing Body Liga Nacional de Basquete (LNB) 

 

LDB — Liga de Desenvolvimento de Basquete 
The LDB is Brazil's developmental basketball league, functioning as a second tier below the 
NBB. Some NBB clubs use LDB affiliates for player development. American players 
occasionally start in the LDB as a pathway into the Brazilian market. 

 

State Championships 
Brazil has a unique tradition of state basketball championships (Campeonatos Estaduais) that 
run alongside and sometimes overlap with the NBB calendar. Clubs based in major states like 
Sao Paulo compete in their state championship in addition to NBB play. 

•​ State championships add games to the schedule and are taken seriously by clubs and 
fans in competitive states. 

•​ Confirm with your club how state championship games factor into your playing schedule 
and contract obligations. 

 

FIBA Americas and International Competition 



Brazil is one of the strongest basketball nations in FIBA Americas. The Brazilian national team 
competes regularly in FIBA World Cup qualifying and the South American championships. NBB 
clubs release players for national team obligations during FIBA windows. 

 

Season Format 
The NBB regular season runs from October through March, with playoffs extending into May or 
June. The season is structured as a single national competition without the European 
dual-competition calendar that adds complexity for players in countries like Germany or Turkey. 

•​ NBB games are typically played on weekends with some midweek games. 
•​ The holiday calendar affects scheduling. Carnival in February or March is a significant 

break that the NBB schedules around. 
•​ Travel within Brazil is significant given the country's size. Games may require long flights 

between cities, which affects fatigue and schedule management. 
 



8. City and Team Breakdown 
Brazil is continental in size and the NBB spans the country from the south to the northeast. The 
experience of playing in Sao Paulo or Rio is fundamentally different from playing in Minas 
Gerais or the northeast. Understanding your city before you commit to a club is as important as 
the contract terms. 

 

Sao Paulo — Franca Basquete, Sao Paulo FC, others 
Sao Paulo is the largest city in Brazil and one of the largest in the world, with a metropolitan 
population of over 20 million. Multiple NBB clubs are based in the greater Sao Paulo region. 

•​ Franca is a smaller city in Sao Paulo state (about 400 kilometers from the capital) that is 
home to Franca Basquete, one of the most historically successful clubs in Brazilian 
basketball. Playing for Franca means playing in a basketball-specific culture in a smaller 
city where the sport is central to local identity. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Franca's fan base is intense and basketball-obsessed. The Arena Franca 
creates a genuinely electric atmosphere. The club has won multiple NBB championships 
and the expectations from fans reflect that history. 

•​ Lifestyle in Franca: Smaller city. Portuguese language is essential. Less international 
infrastructure than Sao Paulo city. Players who embrace the community experience tend 
to thrive here. 

•​ Sao Paulo city clubs offer access to one of the great megacities in the Americas. 
International food, diverse entertainment, and a significant expat community exist in the 
city itself. 

•​ Climate: Sao Paulo has a subtropical highland climate. Mild temperatures year-round 
with rainy summers. Not the tropical heat that people often associate with Brazil. 

 

Rio de Janeiro — Flamengo Basquete, Vasco da Gama 
Rio de Janeiro is Brazil's most internationally famous city and one of the most beautiful urban 
settings in the world. Flamengo is one of Brazil's most beloved sports clubs across multiple 
sports and their basketball team carries that institutional power. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Flamengo's basketball fan base inherits the energy and passion of one of 
Brazil's largest sports clubs. The brand recognition and institutional backing create a 
unique environment. 

•​ Lifestyle: Rio is genuinely exceptional as a place to live. Beaches, mountains, vibrant 
culture, and international tourism infrastructure. English is more widely spoken here than 
in most Brazilian cities due to the tourism industry. 

•​ Climate: Tropical. Hot and humid year-round. Summers can be intensely hot and rainy. 
The natural setting is extraordinary. 

•​ Common Traps: Safety awareness is more important in Rio than in most Brazilian cities. 
Understand your neighborhood, use Uber, and follow the guidance of your club. The city 
is navigable with the right awareness. Players who are careless with safety protocols run 
into problems. 

 



Minas Gerais — Minas Tenis Clube, Sesi Franca 
Minas Gerais is a state in southeastern Brazil. Belo Horizonte is the state capital and a major 
Brazilian city with a strong basketball culture. Minas Tenis Clube is one of the premier clubs in 
Brazilian basketball history. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Minas has a dedicated and knowledgeable basketball fan base. The club 
has competed internationally and the organizational infrastructure reflects serious 
ambition. 

•​ Lifestyle: Belo Horizonte is a large, modern Brazilian city with good infrastructure, 
excellent food, and a more relaxed pace than Sao Paulo or Rio. It is frequently cited by 
expats as one of Brazil's most livable cities. 

•​ Climate: Highland tropical climate. Warm with a distinct dry and rainy season. Generally 
comfortable temperatures. 

 

Brasilia — Brasilia Basquete, Cerrado Basquete 
Brasilia is Brazil's purpose-built capital city, located in the Federal District in the center of the 
country. It has a distinct character from Brazil's coastal cities. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Developing basketball culture. Brasilia is a political and administrative city 
rather than a traditional sports city, and the fan base reflects that. 

•​ Lifestyle: Brasilia is a planned city with wide boulevards, government buildings, and a 
different feel from organic Brazilian cities. Modern and functional but lacking the 
street-level energy of Rio or Sao Paulo. International infrastructure exists due to the 
diplomatic community. 

•​ Climate: Tropical savanna climate with a pronounced dry season. Very low humidity 
during the dry season (May through September) and significant rain during the wet 
season. 

 

Northeast Brazil — Fortaleza, Recife, and Other Markets 
Several NBB clubs are based in Brazil's northeast, including markets in Ceara, Pernambuco, 
and Bahia. The northeast is culturally distinct from southern Brazil and represents a different 
experience for American players. 

•​ The northeast has a warmer, more tropical climate and a deeply specific cultural identity 
rooted in its history and traditions. 

•​ English is spoken even less in the northeast than in southern Brazilian cities. Portuguese 
language preparation is especially important for players heading to northeastern 
markets. 

•​ The basketball passion in northeastern cities can be extraordinary. When a club in a 
smaller northeastern city is competitive, the community investment in the team is 
intense. 

•​ Cost of living in the northeast is lower than in Sao Paulo or Rio. Players earning in 
dollars find their purchasing power goes further here. 

 

Southern Brazil — Joinville, Blumenau, and Parana 



Southern Brazil has a distinct cultural character influenced by German, Italian, and Eastern 
European immigration. Cities like Joinville and Blumenau have a more European feel than other 
Brazilian regions. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Passionate and community-focused. Basketball in southern Brazilian cities 
often has deep local roots. 

•​ Climate: Subtropical. Cooler than the rest of Brazil. Southern cities can actually get cold 
in winter by Brazilian standards, occasionally approaching freezing temperatures. 

•​ Lifestyle: More conservative and orderly than the coastal cities. Different food culture 
with German and Italian influences. Less chaotic than Sao Paulo or Rio. 

 



9. Salary Protection and Late Payments 
Payment issues in Brazilian basketball are a real concern at certain clubs and in certain 
seasons. The NBB has made significant progress in organizational stability since its founding, 
and top clubs with strong ownership pay reliably. But the market is large and varied, and the gap 
between the best-organized clubs and the least-organized is significant. Protecting yourself 
contractually is essential. 

 

Payment Issues in Brazilian Basketball 
The history of Brazilian professional basketball includes documented cases of delayed 
payments, partial payments, and in some cases clubs that dissolved mid-season without 
fulfilling their financial obligations to players. This is not universal but it is real enough to require 
preparation. 

•​ Research your specific club's payment history before signing. An agent with Brazil 
experience should know which clubs have clean payment records and which have had 
issues. 

•​ Top NBB clubs with strong corporate or institutional backing (Flamengo, Minas, Franca) 
tend to have more reliable payment records than smaller clubs with individual owner 
funding. 

•​ Smaller clubs that are fighting for survival in the NBB are the highest-risk category for 
payment issues. 

 

Contract Provisions That Matter 
•​ Specific monthly payment dates written into the contract. 
•​ A late payment penalty clause with interest on delayed amounts. 
•​ A player-initiated release clause triggered by non-payment after a defined grace period, 

typically 30 to 45 days. 
•​ Salary denominated in USD with explicit terms for how conversion to reais is handled if 

any portion is paid locally. 
•​ Guaranteed salary language protecting your pay if you are injured and cannot play. 

 

When a Payment Is Late 
6.​ Document the missed payment the day it is due. 
7.​ Notify your agent in writing immediately. 
8.​ Your agent sends a formal written demand to club management citing the specific 

contract provision violated. 
9.​ If the club does not respond or pay within your contract's grace period, initiate the 

dispute process through the Liga Nacional de Basquete (LNB) or FIBA arbitration. 
10.​Brazilian labor courts (Justica do Trabalho) have jurisdiction over employment disputes 

and can be an effective avenue for pursuing unpaid salary within Brazil. 



Act During the Season 
Once the season ends and you have left Brazil, recovering unpaid salary becomes significantly 
harder from a practical standpoint. 
Escalate payment disputes during the season while you are still present and while your 
participation on the court matters to the club. 
Players who wait until they are home to pursue unpaid salary from Brazilian clubs face a much 
harder road. 

 



10. Financial Setup in Brazil 
Getting your financial infrastructure in place early in Brazil requires patience with Brazilian 
bureaucracy, which is thorough and sometimes slow. The CPF number is your entry point to 
everything else and should be your first administrative priority. 

 

CPF Number 
The CPF (Cadastro de Pessoas Fisicas) is Brazil's individual taxpayer identification number. It is 
required for virtually every official financial and administrative transaction in the country, 
including opening a bank account, signing a lease, and using certain services. 

•​ Your club should assist you in obtaining a CPF number during your first week. It can be 
obtained at Receita Federal (Federal Revenue Service) offices, some bank branches, 
and Brazil Post offices. 

•​ Bring your passport and foreigner registration documentation when applying. 
•​ The CPF number is issued relatively quickly once you have the right documentation. 

 

Opening a Brazilian Bank Account 
You will need a Brazilian bank account to receive your salary. Major Brazilian banks include 
Banco do Brasil, Bradesco, Itau, and Santander Brasil. Itau and Santander tend to have more 
English-language support at major branches. 

11.​Obtain your CPF number first. 
12.​Bring your CPF, passport, CRNM (foreigner registration card), employment contract, and 

proof of address. 
13.​Some banks require proof of income above a minimum threshold to open certain 

account types. Your employment contract serves this purpose. 
14.​Request an account that supports international wire transfers. 

 

Sending Money Home 
International wire transfers from Brazilian banks to U.S. accounts are functional but involve 
Brazilian foreign exchange regulations that require documentation. 

•​ Brazil requires documentation showing the source of funds for international transfers. 
Your payslips and employment contract serve this purpose. 

•​ Wire transfers typically process in 3 to 7 business days. 
•​ Currency conversion costs in Brazil can be significant. Services like Currencies Direct 

(an OverseasX partner) can help you get better exchange rates than going through your 
bank. 

•​ Keep records of all international transfers for FBAR filing and your U.S. tax return. 

 

Daily Payments 



Brazil has a sophisticated mobile and card payment system. Pix, Brazil's instant payment 
system, is widely used for transfers and payments. 

•​ Pix is a Brazilian instant payment system that allows immediate transfers between any 
Brazilian bank accounts using a phone number, CPF, or email as the key. It is used 
constantly for everything from restaurant bills to rent payments. 

•​ Visa and Mastercard are accepted at most formal establishments in major cities. 
•​ Cash (Brazilian reais) is still important for informal markets, smaller vendors, and some 

services in smaller cities. 

Item Notes 

CPF Number Required first — prerequisite for banking and most official 
transactions 

Brazilian Bank Account Itau or Santander recommended for English support 

Pix Brazil's instant payment system — essential for daily 
transactions 

Card Payments Widely accepted in major cities 

Cash Important in smaller cities and informal settings 

International Transfers Functional but requires documentation — 3 to 7 business days 
 



11. Legal Risk Summary 
This section summarizes the highest areas of legal and practical exposure for American players 
in Brazil. Read it before you travel. 

 
Risk Area What You Need to Know 

Currency Risk Reais-denominated contracts lose value if the currency 
weakens. Always negotiate in USD with explicit exchange rate 
terms. 

Payment Reliability Varies significantly by club. Research payment history before 
signing. Smaller clubs with individual ownership are highest risk. 

Drug Laws and FIBA Testing Personal possession is decriminalized but still creates 
complications for foreign nationals on work visas. FIBA testing 
applies. Verify all supplements. 

Personal Safety Research your specific neighborhood. Use Uber over street 
taxis at night. Follow club guidance on safe areas. Stay aware. 

Drink Driving Zero tolerance blood alcohol limit. Do not drive after any alcohol 
consumption. 

No U.S.-Brazil Tax Treaty FEIE and foreign tax credits are your primary tools. Contract 
structure (employment vs. service) has tax implications. Get a 
Brazil-specific CPA. 

FBAR Filing Required for Brazilian accounts over $10,000. Non-negotiable. 
File every year. 

Carnival and Holiday 
Disruption 

Banks and government offices close for Carnival and major 
holidays. Plan financial and administrative tasks around these 
periods. 

Work Without Authorization Obtain proper temporary work visa before starting professional 
play. Tourist entry does not authorize employment. 

CRNM Registration Required within 90 days of arrival. Complete this with your club's 
assistance immediately. 

 

U.S. Embassy and Consulate Contact Information in Brazil 
U.S. Embassy Brasilia: +55 61 3312 7000 
U.S. Consulate Sao Paulo: +55 11 3250 5000 
U.S. Consulate Rio de Janeiro: +55 21 3823 2000 
U.S. Consulate Recife: +55 81 3416 3050 
U.S. Consulate Porto Alegre: +55 51 3345 6000 
STEP Registration: step.state.gov — register before you travel 

 



12. Key Takeaways 
Brazil is one of the most personally rewarding overseas basketball destinations you will 
encounter. The culture is warm, the basketball passion is genuine, and players who engage with 
the experience tend to come home with memories that stay with them for the rest of their 
careers. The preparation required centers on the financial structuring of your contract, the safety 
awareness that daily life in certain Brazilian cities requires, and the Portuguese language 
foundation that makes everything from relationships to administrative tasks significantly easier. 

 

Before You Sign 
•​ Negotiate your salary in USD. Do not sign a reais-denominated contract without explicit 

currency protection. 
•​ Research your specific club's payment history with an agent who has direct Brazil 

experience. 
•​ Negotiate a non-payment release clause with a specific trigger date. 
•​ Understand the current NBB import rules and confirm which import slot you are being 

signed into. 
•​ Confirm housing arrangements and which city specifically you will be living in before 

finalizing any deal. 

 

Before You Travel 
•​ Obtain your temporary work visa through the Brazilian consulate in the U.S. before you 

travel. 
•​ Register with the U.S. Embassy STEP program at step.state.gov. 
•​ Start learning basic Brazilian Portuguese. Duolingo is a practical starting point. 
•​ Brief your CPA on FEIE eligibility, foreign tax credit planning, FBAR obligations, and the 

absence of a comprehensive U.S.-Brazil tax treaty. 
•​ Verify all supplements against the FIBA prohibited list. 

 

When You Arrive 
•​ Obtain your CPF number in the first week. It is the prerequisite for banking and most 

official transactions. 
•​ Complete your CRNM registration with the Federal Police within 90 days of arrival. 
•​ Open a Brazilian bank account after obtaining your CPF and CRNM. 
•​ Set up Pix on your Brazilian bank account immediately. It is how most payments work in 

daily life. 
•​ Identify the nearest quality private hospital or clinic in your city. 
•​ Get connected with your club translator and build that relationship from day one. 

 

During the Season 



•​ Track every monthly payment. Keep records. 
•​ Escalate payment issues to your agent immediately and during the season, not after. 
•​ Follow your club's guidance on neighborhood safety and build your own local awareness 

over time. 
•​ Embrace the food, the culture, the warmth. Brazil consistently surprises players who go 

in open to it. 

 

OverseasX Is Here 
If you are dealing with a payment dispute, a contract issue, a visa problem, or just need to talk to 
someone who has been through it, reach out through theoverseasx.com. 
With OverseasX, you'll never have to walk this journey alone. 
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