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On 26 June 2025, just before Midnight (CEST), the UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies adopted a new decision that outlines the next steps for indicator development under the UAE-Belem Work Programme. 
In it, the SBs decided to continue the work of experts selected last year by the SB Co-Chairs. This includes the seven Cultural Heritage experts that selected to recommend indictors for measuring progress under the GGA’s cultural heritage thematic target (9g). In the 26 June decision, the Experts for all 11 targets have collectively been asked to reduce the consolidated list of indicator options to no more than 100 (nearly 500 options were put forward in a consolidated list released just before SB62). 
These final 100 indicator options are to be “globally applicable, indicators, including, where applicable, indicators for enabling factors for the implementation of adaptation action, means of implementation, cross-cutting considerations” and to be for all subcomponents of the GGA’s targets. [Note: HACA is not in accord with the characterization of the Target 9g subcomponents previously put forward by the Cultural Heritage Expert Group].  
While largely repeating previous instructions to the experts, the new Decision does elaborate on a few points. In reducing and refining the indicators, experts are to take into account the following additional guidance, as appropriate: 
(a)	All entries in the final list of potential indicators are to be phrased as measurable indicators rather than statements;
(b)	Indicators that describe impacts, exposures or hazards without capturing adaptation relevance are to be refined;
(c)	Existing indicators derived from other conventions and frameworks (e.g. UNESCO, Sendai) are to be made adaptation-specific;
(d)	Indicators for measuring climate change mitigation are to be removed; 
(e)	Indicators that capture adaptation responses to risks and impacts associated with different warming scenarios in the context of the temperature goal of the Paris Agreement are to be included;
(f)	Qualitative narratives are to be included, where possible, to explain the context behind some of the quantitative statistics;
(g)	Sub-indicators should capture various contexts of adaptation action, enabling Parties to choose which indicators they will report on in the light of their national circumstances;
(h)	Indicators for means of implementation and other factors that enable the implementation of adaptation action are to be included, and those that are not relevant to the Paris Agreement are to be removed. 
The Decision includes language noting that the Subsidiary Bodies “agreed that limited data availability should not restrict the development of new indicators that are needed to address gaps, recognizing that additional capacity-building for developing countries may be required for reporting on such indicators.”  This language should benefit targets like cultural heritage which have less available data that some other thematics. 
A final list of potential indicators is requested from the experts (along with a final technical report, including information on methodologies) by August 2025. The SBs will organize a hybrid meeting of the experts presumably before August to verify metadata, undertake peer review, resolve redundancies, and conduct quality control checks with a view to standardizing the format of the indicators across the GGA Framework’s 11 targets.
Sometime prior the next meeting of the Subsidiaries Bodies (SB63) in November (parallel with COP30 in Belem, Brazil), the UNFCCC secretariat will organize a mandated workshop where the final indicator options provided by the experts are expected to be examined by national governments. The UNFCCC secretariat is to publish the final technical report, including information on methodologies, and the final list of potential indicators prepared by the experts at least three weeks before this workshop.  
During the first days of COP30 the SBs are expected to adopt final indicator recommendations for further action by COP30.  The SBs may also adopt additional decisions on other dimensions of the operationalization of the Global Goal on Adaptation via a new COP agenda item known as the Baku Adaptation Roadmap (BAR).  This may possibly include other matters relevant to implementing the new indicators (e.g. specific data collection processes). An informal note discussing these latter topics was released by the SB62 GGA Co-Facilitators.

