
Zeitgeist Alignment Report:  

Americano Love by Dora Porcaro 
 
Americano Love stars journalist Charlie Peterson as the protagonist. The 
book ends with Pele winning two Olympic gold medals, publicly honoring 
his living mother Jennifer Hayes and Charlie during his victory speech, 
solidifying their love, and a six-year epilogue showing their happy family life 
in Bormio with children, extended family, and Pele's new career in 
mentoring and commentary. 
 
 1. Dark-to-Bright Setting Analysis 
 
The dark-to-bright axis measures the story world itself. A dark setting 
shows evil usually winning, with corrupt institutions and rare safety. A bright 
setting has good prevailing, stable institutions, and justice prevailing. 
 
This manuscript unfolds in a bright world. Sports institutions like the FIS 
and Olympic committees function reliably to reward skill and fairness. 
Family structures provide support, as seen when the Ricci family sponsors 
athletes and Sal's family rallies around Pele. Safety is the norm in Bormio 
and Beaver Creek, where crowds cheer without violence until Cody's 
isolated outburst. Injustices like Nadia's blacklisting resolve through effort, 
not systemic failure. Pele's lie causes personal pain, but the world corrects 
it via reconciliation and success. 
 
Bad events like Charlie's injury or Pele's family secret create tension, but 
the world enables fixes through physio, family talks, and careers thriving. 
 
Setting: Bright 
 
 2. Grim-to-Noble Character Analysis 
 
The grim-to-noble axis judges characters by their power to change the 
world through actions. Noble characters make lasting differences. Grim 
ones survive larger forces without altering outcomes. 
 
Charlie and Pele are noble. Charlie rebuilds her career post-injury by 
securing the Pulse assignment, writing a bestselling novel, and facilitating 
Pele's family reconciliation. Her choices transform her from sidelined 
journalist to award-winning author with a family. Pele mentors Nadia to 



Olympic gold, exposes his lie publicly to heal his family, transitions to 
commentary, and builds a life with Charlie including children. By the end, 
the world changes: Nadia's career launches, Pele's family reunites with his 
mother, and they create a blended home with ferrets and barbecues. 
 
They gain agency—Charlie rejects Cody's weakness, demands truth, and 
publishes ethically. Pele owns his lie, wins golds, and fathers a family. No 
larger forces trap them; their deeds reshape relationships and futures. 
 
The epilogue shows lasting builds: careers, marriage, kids, healed family. 
 
Characters: Noble 
 
 3. Grimdark-to-Noblebright Quadrant and Zeitgeist Alignment 
 
The grimdark-to-noblebright spectrum combines setting (dark/bright) and 
characters (grim/noble) into quadrants. Grimdark has powerless characters 
in evil-dominant worlds. Nobledark empowers fighters against darkness. 
Noblebright features empowered protectors in good-dominant worlds. 
Grimbright traps broken characters in stable worlds with low stakes. 
 
This book lands in noblebright. The bright setting (stable sports world, 
supportive families) pairs with noble characters who build legacies. Charlie 
authors a bestseller and family. Pele wins golds, mentors, heals rifts. 
 
It skates where the puck is going. Readers shift to noblebright optimism in 
the First Turning (High), craving stable worlds with heroic builders like 
Narnia characters. As Thomas Umstattd Jr. notes in "Zeitgeist: Davy 
Crockett King of the First Turning," first-turning stories feature aspirational 
heroes extending goodness, matching Pele/Charlie's family-building. 
 
The core question is noblebright's: "Now that the world is good, how do we 
keep it that way?" They answer by nurturing family, careers, reconciliation 
amid success. 
 
Quadrant: Noblebright 
 
Zeitgeist Alignment: Strong 
 
For more about the grimdark-to-noblebright spectrum see Joe Vasicek's 
original analysis: https://www.onelowerlight.com/writing/the-secular-cycle-
of-grimdark-vs-noblebright/ 
 



For more about how the spectrum connects to cultural turnings see: 
https://www.authormedia.com/how-to-write-stories-readers-will-love-by-
knowing-the-zeitgeist/ 
 
 4. Hero Archetype Analysis 
 
Aspirational heroes inspire readers to become like them through strength 
and achievement. Affirmational heroes mirror ordinary readers rising via 
relatable struggles. The destroy-and-build test checks if heroes only fight 
evil or build lasting good. 
 
Charlie is affirmational: an injured journalist overcoming career setback, 
bad ex, via persistence. Pele mixes aspirational (Olympic golds, 
mentorship) with affirmational (heals family lie). Both actively triumph—
Charlie publishes bestseller, demands truth; Pele wins medals, reconciles 
parents. They pass destroy-build: expose Cody's jerkiness but build family, 
careers, healed bonds. Ruthless-noble: Pele does ugly tasks like 
confronting past; Charlie rejects weakness decisively. 
 
This fits rising appetite for ruthless nobles who build amid crisis, as in 
"Zeitgeist, Dystopian Fatigue, and the Rise of Ruthless & Noble Heroes," 
where readers crave heroes protecting what matters. 
 
Hero Archetype: Affirmational 
 
Zeitgeist Fit: Strong 
 
For more about hero archetypes see: https://www.authormedia.com/how-
to-write-stories-readers-will-love-by-knowing-the-zeitgeist/ 
 
 5. Villain Archetype Analysis 
 
The Terminator-to-Thanos Continuum runs from unambiguous evil 
(Terminator: pure threat, cathartic defeat) to complex antiheroes (Thanos: 
sympathetic "hero," bittersweet end). Readers now want Terminator-end 
catharsis from clear evil. 
 
Cody is Terminator end: arrogant bully exploiting weakness, no 
redemption. He insults Charlie's injury, hits on Nadia, provokes fight—
defeated via punch, exposure, Olympic miss. No trauma excuses; pure 
moral corruption. 
 



This aligns with demand for unambiguous evil's defeat, providing 
satisfaction without negotiation, as in "Zeitgeist, Dystopian Fatigue, and the 
Rise of Ruthless & Noble Heroes." 
 
Villain Placement: Terminator end 
 
Zeitgeist Fit: Strong 
 
For more about the Terminator-to-Thanos Continuum see: 
https://www.authormedia.com/how-to-write-stories-readers-will-love-by-
knowing-the-zeitgeist/ 
 
 6. Genre Resonance Check 
 
Every genre fulfills a psychological need. Steamy enemies-to-lovers sports 
romance promises women feeling beautiful, desired, safe—HEA with 
protective alpha hero taming heroine amid passion. 
 
This delivers: Charlie feels wanted via Pele's care (pain relief, gifts), 
protected (confronts Cody), safe in HEA family. Enemies-to-lovers arc 
heats via pool flash, banter; sports stakes build tension. Ends with 
marriage, kids, success. 
 
Cozy surges in stress (as in "The Mary Poppins Zeitgeist"), delivering 
warmth via family feasts, holidays. Trending: Fourth Wing (romantasy 
protection), Icebreaker (sports romance HEA). Matches via Olympic wins, 
family heals. 
 
Genre Promise Delivery: Strong 
 
For more on genre resonance, see https://www.authormedia.com/how-to-
always-write-better-than-chat-gpt/ 
 
 7. Moral System Evaluation 
 
A story's moral system shows via consequences of choices. Strong 
systems let actions dictate outcomes without preaching. Clinical pluralism 
blurs right/wrong via universal trauma. 
 
Choices have consequences: Pele's lie causes isolation, resolved by 
confession leading to reunion. Charlie's vulnerability invites Cody's cruelty, 
rewarded by Pele's protection. Sins specific (Pele's lie, Cody's bullying); 
consequences real (pain, Olympic miss). No preaching—narrative shows 
via family fallout, heals. Heroes/villains distinct: builders vs. destroyer. 



 
Timeless clarity via honesty triumphing, as in "The Key Ingredient for 
Timeless Christian Storytelling: Morality." 
 
Moral Clarity: Strong 
 
For more on moral systems see: 
https://www.christianpublishingshow.com/the-key-ingredient-for-timeless-
christian-storytelling-morality/ 
 
 8. Western-to-Dystopian Continuum 
 
The western-to-dystopian continuum contrasts building civilization 
(western: heroes construct order) vs. destroying corrupt systems 
(dystopian: tear-down energy). 
 
This leans western end. Heroes build family, careers from chaos (injury, 
lies). Institutions aid (FIS rewards wins, Riccis sponsor). Ends constructing 
home, kids, mentorship—not destruction. 
 
Appetite favors construction, as readers tire of dystopias per "Zeitgeist, 
Dystopian Fatigue, and the Rise of Ruthless & Noble Heroes." 
 
Continuum Placement: Western end 
 
Zeitgeist Fit: Strong 
 
 9. Revision Opportunities 
 
Amplify Pele's Ruthless Nobility in Family Confrontation   
Current: Pele sobs, apologizes passively (Ch. 16). Appetite craves ruthless 
nobles doing ugly tasks decisively ("Zeitgeist, Dystopian Fatigue"). Have 
him demand parents explain choices firmly, owning his role without 
collapse. Boosts aspirational hero resonance without changing arc. 
 
Heighten Charlie's Agency in Cody Climax   
Current: Nadia punches Cody (Ch. 14). Readers want female heroes 
protecting/civilizing ("How to Write Novels Men Want to Read"). Let Charlie 
verbally eviscerate Cody first, exposing his inadequacy publicly. 
Strengthens affirmational arc, aligns with protector dynamics. 
 
Clarify Moral Stakes of Lie Earlier   
Current: Lie reveal late (Ch. 16). Needs specific sins/consequences sooner 
for timeless morality ("Morality in Storytelling"). Flashback Pele dodging 



mom questions mid-book, showing isolation. Builds tension, avoids late 
info-dump. 
 
Build More in Epilogue Stakes   
Current: Happy family montage (Epilogue). Destroy-build test wants lasting 
creation ("Davy Crockett King of the First Turning"). Show Pele mentoring 
troubled kid like young Nadia, Charlie publishing sequel. Reinforces 
noblebright without new plot. 
 
Reduce Clinical Pluralism in Parents   
Current: Parents blame selves vaguely (Ch. 17). Avoids trauma excuses 
("Clinical Pluralism"). Make them admit specific failures (e.g., Vivian 
prioritizing tours). Heightens moral clarity, catharsis. 
 
Lean Into Romance Psych Promise   
Current: Strong protection/HEA. Genre needs women feeling "beautiful, 
wanted, safe" explicitly ("Psychological Reasons Readers Read"). Add Pele 
scene affirming Charlie's post-baby body positively. Deepens emotional 
delivery. 
 
Western Build in Sports World   
Current: Wins feel earned. Appetite favors construction ("Western-to-
Dystopian"). Show Pele post-gold funding Bormio youth program. Ties to 
family heals, shows extending good. 
 
Target Men Readers via Adversity   
Current: Injury romance-focused. Men want "things-oriented" wins ("How to 
Write Novels Men Want to Read"). Expand Charlie's career rebuild (e.g., 
pitching novel amid injury). Attracts broader audience. 
 
 Next Steps 
 
Subscribe to Author Update (https://www.youtube.com/@Author-Update) 
for weekly zeitgeist shifts. 
 
This manuscript's strongest opportunity is its noblebright family-
building HEA, perfectly positioned for the First Turning's rising 
appetite for optimistic stories of heroes extending goodness into 
stable futures. 

 


