Menu of Resources on Writing and Story

I. Craft
II.  Fantasy Specific
III.  Christianity, Philosophy, Self-Care, Memoir
IV.  Articles

Since I linked all the books for easy access, I went ahead and used my Amazon Affiliate link, so
if you want to support me with a few cents, I will earn money from your purchases without extra
cost to you. (Monica Olsen)

I. Craft

The Marshall Plan for Novel Writing: Everything You Need to Know—From Plot to Published by Evan
Marshall

Techniques of the Selling Writer by Dwight V. Swain - don’t let the title fool you! This book is not
about making money; it’s about craft, and one of the most thorough and common sensical
approaches I've read, recommended to me by my writing teacher, Nicholas Kotar. (MO)

Mystery and Manners by Flannery O’Connor - it's AMAZING, but it is a compilation of all her

essays and speeches ever, so it’s not all about writing. Two great essays are “The Nature and Aim
of Fiction” and “Writing Short Stories” which you can listen to here part I and part II. (MO)

Steering The Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story by Ursula LeGuin - Truly

a great book of writing exercises. (MO)

A Swim in a Pond in the Rain: In Which Four Russians Give a Master Class on Writing, Reading, and
Life by George Saunders - Cool concept: he walks through Russian short stories and points out

how the writers did various bits of craft. Content note: he does use some language and one
chapter has some sexual examples. (MO)

Fight Write by Carla Hoch - recommended to me & I haven't read it yet but can’t wait! (MO)

The Making of a Story: A Norton Guide to Creative Writing by Alice LaPlante (my other writing

teacher, Jonathan Rogers, recommends)

A_Pencil Grows in Kentucky: Creative Writing Lessons, Stories of Appalachian Women, and Poetry from
Kentucky Jacqueline Jane Hamilton - super cool professor works with Appalachian girls to
empower them as writers. She was at my table at the Novel Marketing Conference and she was
delightful! (MO)

How to Write a Story by Lee Roddy (an IEW book) - excellent nuts and bolts foundational writing

practice, this textbook is aimed at younger writers but a good refresher for anyone. (MO)


https://amzn.to/46EajCe
https://amzn.to/3Pq2qKy
https://amzn.to/4rwoG37
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmm8ssnFoqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xq-PWj9DvWc
https://amzn.to/408Cd5A
https://amzn.to/4r99vfJ
https://amzn.to/4r99vfJ
https://www.amazon.com/Fight-Write-How-Believable-Scenes/dp/1440300720?crid=1UEFMIJNZMKAC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.rVprX_0N2otWLLx3bvCOgNNJEol7jUFWUWWD9ijT7NE.rKzVzWcuMJJ2mUC5Pfcfo4Vo1YR_EtDWQAZclvlILDU&dib_tag=se&keywords=Fight+Write+by+Carla+Hoch&qid=1771002860&s=books&sprefix=fight+write+by+carla+hoch%2Cstripbooks%2C204&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=fed05ba8afe12636e3c91b1cc17d8ab1&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Story-Norton-Creative-Writing/dp/0393337081?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531708941&sr=1-1&keywords=the+making+of+a+story&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=8dd6cbc29d64dd946d0ba3acfeee40dd&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Pencil-Grows-Kentucky-Creative-Appalachian/dp/B0FQYNQ2CN?crid=2V8J4HCKPXZ9E&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ac0VWJqTlI4ElVXRJoTWXoq_hvSnKCMqz9spOjkU38c.k0ym4yHSUnui8owJbB0PbuwlgSpgLkReTMXwKCJNmVU&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+pencil+grows+in+kentucky&qid=1770998311&sprefix=a+pencil+grows+in+%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=5679288bacb7dcea25363f80efbe0af4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Pencil-Grows-Kentucky-Creative-Appalachian/dp/B0FQYNQ2CN?crid=2V8J4HCKPXZ9E&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ac0VWJqTlI4ElVXRJoTWXoq_hvSnKCMqz9spOjkU38c.k0ym4yHSUnui8owJbB0PbuwlgSpgLkReTMXwKCJNmVU&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+pencil+grows+in+kentucky&qid=1770998311&sprefix=a+pencil+grows+in+%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=5679288bacb7dcea25363f80efbe0af4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/How-Write-Story-Lee-Roddy/dp/1623414113?crid=RREIIENTQNHE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gOHlmTPGec3UNB83zrfOs-rD1wqr5BWnNpvmRT0UE_c.371lktkXf6IbYQUpDcSKHl1esyrabkPsYLP3r7tJAMk&dib_tag=se&keywords=lee+roddy+how+to+write&qid=1771002328&s=digital-text&sprefix=lee+roddy+how+to+writ%2Cdigital-text%2C144&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=9d1196b60d68b8aa982bef5afd20df0c&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl

Menu of Resources on Writing and Story

CAVEAT FOR CRAFT TITLES BELOW - | haven't read most of them yet, but I've been collecting
recommended resources appropriate for my teen Creative Writing students. Some of these are
recommendations by the Author Media community and some by the Habit community.

Storyworld First by Jill Williamson - world building

Rocket Writers - A Guide to Launching into the Author Space for Storytellers Under 18 by Kristen
Gwen

Creating Character Arcs and Structuring Your Novel by KM Weiland - honestly, the Techniques of a
Selling Writer does this better, but you might still want to read if you are voracious and want all
the povs (MO)

Plot Skeleton by Angela Hunt

The Novel Matrix by Brad Pauquette (free Kindle Unlimited)

The Irresistible Novel by Jeff Gerke

How to Edit Your Novel by Karin Beery (Amazon UK)

Write Your First Novel by Steve Laub

The Happy Writer by Marissa Meyers (free Kindle Unlimited)

Amena’s Quest Comparative Study Guide by Holli Fry - uses mentor texts so students have a model

to look at and better understand a concept. (written for age 12+) (MO)

I1. Fantasy Specific

Tolkien has some good short essays. The one that comes to mind off the top of my head is "On

Fairy Stories" Dn. Nicholas Kotar has done a podcast on this and my favorite literary podcast
has also discussed it. (MO)

"The Ethics of Elfland" by G. K. Chesterton (Chapter IV of Orthodoxy)

Orson Scott Card - Writing Fantasy & Science Fiction: How to Create Qut-of-This-World Novels and
Short Stories 1 really like his section on how to begin and end novels based on four types of story

structure: MICE (Milieu centered, Investigation centered, Character Centered, and Event
centered) (MO)


https://www.amazon.com/Storyworld-First-Creating-Unique-Fantasy/dp/0988759470?crid=2WI1UQ3PVJPTB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WGwsVLgZX7lpaU9TYxKWxK5-mmCzY-XJddeKKWVotirGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.l_G08zUntrwqjRmbgdSwBGiZ64PeRaFnNzxZpEBHXPY&dib_tag=se&keywords=Storyworld+First+by+Jill+Williamson&qid=1771003175&s=books&sprefix=storyworld+first+by+jill+williamson+%2Cstripbooks%2C146&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=d88c1524a484e41cff75aace1176c28c&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Rocket-Writers-Launching-Author-Storytellers/dp/196192711X?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ojUbq__bewJz4OFKpJIGmE6DZ2OJTetTyZBtMunENoE5phzxaW2k-P2pqcTN7ZUWT1omEiKqv-oqR7Dq7hXK3EE30QvhRve3JrlZ5DS-kBa_gjoo4czywVinOYK7p4xxR5YK_VFjZ8tV3pkF1dHwYY7U4WtmCXy0vbUNMIjCeGNX7pIe1_edNteX2u7XqC9ocTrzkqazOC-3cpdOU_wUuMfQZYwx7gJOWsv867p_zug.VPWVCGQDvbaVby0F_Tl1JRS5o3Pz2K7xbrDr_rALMnY&qid=1770998422&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=e28db4838cdd7a14d0bed760f559a54e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Creating-Character-Arcs-Masterful-Structure/dp/1944936041?&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=a7ac21dfbae9f2a6c003c53fba133bb4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Structuring-Your-Novel-Revised-Expanded/dp/1944936203?pd_rd_w=kRAgx&content-id=amzn1.sym.dcf559c6-d374-405e-a13e-133e852d81e1&pf_rd_p=dcf559c6-d374-405e-a13e-133e852d81e1&pf_rd_r=HZVHTZNK4SKZ5F8JM658&pd_rd_wg=gzq0S&pd_rd_r=53d57b8c-d522-4085-9544-10f9337c303c&pd_rd_i=1944936203&psc=1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=6e259d725936e681b8e1a2ae18c2fd7b&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Plot-Skeleton-practical-screenplays-storytellers/dp/0615834086?crid=2312WMAHQXSI8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Juxyq5ghAYS3Q6ydfdzmxXsr9fxGJlHhRasVjR__h3euif67EsULq6hbSaRxp5mmhMy8UH-GP3lrHNDQqNrWu7oPPk6PTMR9fNhaTwzBnAWFuh9XALdZi8ULoILaqsDXdhRddPTDJk6q0MqAG6j9Ww.6OuUcIo6z1lbJFkcPHj8UOMYCFIotG-y0V6C4pcVsNk&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+plot+skeleton+by+angela+hunt&qid=1771002434&sprefix=plot+skeleton+by+Angela+H%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=bc3f40c4fd06c2fb2219cc7b898287a7&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Novel-Matrix-Complete-Writing-Guide/dp/1960230085?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vz-gNJNRsYwH8iSwuowK5-FYQ1dyBTV3Y8yfRsTO9JthxlyMLpAwz6ptvzNOImgIIpj6ldSWVvsURx-Zo7Xwaocpmfsk2LZRnGWjrFPQSHhbaJ9egGRsxyrApr_9V11cOqC_x_iFAePPDZOg6N8li5S_HuMGY2hS6pGY7nTyeMlh7S85U5z62m4AV_00EZOy2VS6gax8YcFsCzXzgVgske1EuKXq4n_4vTLZ4V3zPuM.lP71CY50p3bN-Hy25gtX8IQN6GSoe2BeZ-vD_JWGd5s&qid=1771002482&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=f922f68a304bf2c2c496c3618ad24acc&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Irresistible-Novel-Extraordinary-Engages-Readers/dp/1599638258?crid=1JZ53HAEBHWQ6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ORUsIL3Kn9PxEYTcyYXe1A.LFJpEtPPkuCh0X2sB0R7Y3FPMFCfrHky4lU2OJodidM&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Irresistible+Novel+by+Jeff+Gerke&qid=1771002541&sprefix=the+irresistible+novel+by+jeff+gerke+%2Caps%2C154&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=10393f0f6aecef20ca8898a758ec11b0&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Edit-Your-Novel-Strengthening/dp/196270503X
https://www.amazon.com/Write-First-Novel-Gilbert-Morris/dp/1621842444?adgrpid=177218402103&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=748008426909&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11007357531208480389&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9193897&hvtargid=dsa-2414841787806&hydadcr=&mcid=&hvocijid=11007357531208480389--&hvexpln=m-dsad&hvsb=Reference_d&hvcampaign=dsadesk&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=b60225b89e5093a3bfd813d4fa8f6395&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Happy-Writer-Ideas-Publication-Beyond/dp/1250362377?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eyo0a-XSJmKuure5XSBo6Dml_YEMsZrRd9ykFb8ZhIKFRHfbkCy-6Qo8S97t5a4aztZHUTHmEex1d7fGgUjPEen3TCm4vJiOK1J9B27YtS59PxSgJLrQuC6sLrhFcSW8.CUJgVF_U43ZOqDw-CdwrDQWVMYnvVhGSf1IlcmFYM2M&qid=1771002987&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=616f12d1c1886c118d7e34cfb1fd19aa&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Amenas-Quest-Comparative-Study-Guide/dp/B0F9XTHLFX?crid=LOIE929QGKAV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QDcgWs9JLY1AgkX2b6OkXw.Y-8hHK4ut9UrSaYJHl60GfS5nsXXlVeCVEGBYcr0qBo&dib_tag=se&keywords=Amena%E2%80%99s+Quest+Comparative+Study+Guide&qid=1771003075&s=books&sprefix=amena+s+quest+comparative+study+guide%2Cstripbooks%2C214&sr=1-1&linkCode=ll2&tag=monicalolsen-20&linkId=2d8a0a747b3b76730d0d2bcf26d0a66c&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
http://www.heritagepodcast.com/wp-content/uploads/Tolkien-On-Fairy-Stories-subcreation.pdf
http://www.heritagepodcast.com/wp-content/uploads/Tolkien-On-Fairy-Stories-subcreation.pdf
https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/amonsul/003_the_bridge_of_kotar_dum/
https://www.theliterary.life/057/
https://www.theliterary.life/057/
https://www.agape-biblia.org/orthodoxy/GKChesterton-Orthodoxy.pdf
https://amzn.to/4rSl2l3
https://www.agape-biblia.org/orthodoxy/GKChesterton-Orthodoxy.pdf
https://amzn.to/47oRGlO
https://amzn.to/47oRGlO

Menu of Resources on Writing and Story

II1. Christianity, Philosophy, Self-Care, Memoir

“On Stories” by C.S. Lewis

Experiment in Criticism by C.S. Lewis - with accompanying podcast. This one is more about

teaching and understanding stories, not about writing them. (MO)

The Educated Imagination by Northrup Frye - great tiny book about teaching literature, which I

think writers can appreciate from an inside-out sort of perspective on how literature works.
(MO)

Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art by Madeline L'Engle - “...the prime tasks of an
artist: to listen, to remain aware, and to respond to creation through one's own art.” (MO)

Bird by Bird: Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne Lammott - encouraging about the writer
life and dealing it. (MO)

On Writing, A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King - haven't read it yet but want to; perhaps
should go in craft section? (MO)

Adorning the Dark: Thoughts on Community, Calling, and the Mystery of Making by Andrew Peterson

- haven’t read it but many of my writer friends recommend it.

Notes From The Tilt-A-Whirl: Wide-Eyed Wonder in God's Spoken World by N. D. Wilson - haven't
read it but others claim it is amazing for seeing the fantastic world around us. (MO)

Telling the Truth: The Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy, and Fairy Tale by Buechner - haven’t read it but

it's recommended by other writers. (MO)

From Achilles to Christ: Why Christians Should Read the Pagan Classics by Louis Markos - sitting on

my shelf waiting tbr (MO)

IV. Articles

Why the Five Senses are so Critical from my other writing teacher, Jonathan Rogers.
Wood Between the Worlds Press substack - Nicholas Kotar

*Edited by Monica L Olsen, teacher and writer of Cajun Fantasy and Saint Stories



https://gutenberg.ca/ebooks/lewiscs-onstories/lewiscs-onstories-00-h.html
https://amzn.to/40KJYyN
https://www.theliterary.life/269-2/
https://amzn.to/4laqo8H
https://amzn.to/4d1TIvN
https://amzn.to/4rdUWYr
https://amzn.to/4ljF1GQ
https://amzn.to/40MBR4K
https://amzn.to/3OQnsSz
https://amzn.to/4rfOf8q
https://amzn.to/4sjvMbU
https://thehabitweekly.substack.com/p/the-eye-is-an-organ-of-judgment?r=seaw&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&triedRedirect=true&_src_ref=mail.google.com
https://thewoodbetweentheworlds.substack.com/
https://www.monicalolsen.com/

	From Achilles to Christ: Why Christians Should Read the Pagan Classics by Louis Markos - sitting on my shelf waiting tbr (MO) 

