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1. Understanding Your Contract

Serbia is one of the most basketball-obsessed countries in the world. The KLS (KoSarkaska liga
Srbije) is a competitive professional league with deep roots in the former Yugoslav basketball
tradition that produced some of the greatest players and coaches the sport has ever seen. The
clubs are serious, the fans are passionate, and for American players, Serbia represents a
legitimate professional stop — but it is also a market where payment issues, vague contracts,
and organizational instability at smaller clubs have been consistent problems. Knowing what
you are signing before you get on the plane is the foundation of a good experience here.

Contract Structure

Serbian basketball contracts typically include a base salary, housing, and flight provisions. The
structure is generally simpler than what you find in China or Turkey, but simpler does not mean
safer. Vague language in Serbian contracts has been used to justify late payments, reduced
pay, and early terminations.

* Base salary should be specified as a monthly gross figure with the exact payment date
written in.

* Housing is often provided directly by the club — an apartment arranged and paid for by
the team. If a cash allowance is offered instead, get the amount and payment terms in
writing separately from the base salary.

* Flight provisions should specify the number of round trips home, class of travel, and
whether family members are covered. Do not accept a verbal commitment on flights.

« If a signing bonus is offered, the contract must specify the repayment conditions and
under what circumstances it is clawed back.

» Performance bonuses tied to vague language like team success or coach discretion are
difficult to enforce. Any bonus should have a specific, measurable trigger.

Import Player Rules

The KLS allows foreign players but has gone through various iterations of import limits over the
years. The Basketball League of Serbia and FIBA Europe regulations both apply depending on
whether a club competes in European competition.

* Domestic KLS rules typically allow multiple import players per roster with limits on how
many can be on the court simultaneously. Verify the current season rules before signing
— they are subject to change.

* Clubs competing in the Basketball Champions League (BCL) or FIBA Europe Cup
operate under additional regulations set by those competitions. If your club is in
European play, understand both sets of import rules.

» Naturalized Serbian players (foreign-born players who have obtained Serbian citizenship
or a Serbian passport) are sometimes counted differently from direct imports.
Understand how your status is categorized under current league rules.

Currency and Payment



Serbian contracts can be denominated in euros or Serbian dinar (RSD). The dinar is a relatively
stable currency but not a hard currency. Negotiating in euros is strongly preferred.

* Always negotiate your base salary in euros. The dinar has experienced inflationary
pressure and you do not want currency fluctuation eroding your purchasing power over a
full season.

» Specify in your contract that payment will be made in euros or at the official National
Bank of Serbia exchange rate on the date of payment if lira conversion applies.

* International wire transfers from Serbian banks to U.S. accounts are generally functional
but can take several business days. Plan your cash flow accordingly.

Smaller Club Payment
Risk

The KLS has a significant
gap in financial stability
between the top clubs
(Crvena zvezda, Partizan,
Mega) and mid-to-lower tier
clubs.

Smaller clubs in the KLS and
especially in the second
division have a documented
history of delayed and
missed payments.

Research your specific club's
payment history before
signing. Talk to players who
have been there recently. An
agent with Serbia experience
is valuable here.

Preferred Currency Euros (EUR) — not Serbian dinar

Payment Frequency Monthly, sometimes bi-monthly

Wire Transfer Speed Typically 3-5 business days to U.S.

Currency Risk Moderate if paid in dinar — negotiate in EUR
Signing Bonus Common — confirm repayment terms in writing

Contract Language Serbian and English — have both versions reviewed



2. Work Visa and Residency in Serbia

Serbia is not a member of the European Union. This matters for how visas and work
authorization work. U.S. citizens get relatively easy entry for short stays, but legal authorization
to work as a professional athlete requires specific documentation that your club is responsible
for initiating.

Visa-Free Entry for U.S. Citizens

U.S. citizens can enter Serbia visa-free for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. This means
you can arrive in Serbia without obtaining a visa in advance. However, visa-free entry does not
authorize you to work. You need a work permit and temporary residence permit to legally play
professionally in Serbia.

Work Permit

The work permit for professional athletes in Serbia is issued by the National Employment
Service (Nacionalna Sluzba za Zaposljavanje). Your club applies for this on your behalf.

1. The club submits a work permit application to the National Employment Service with
documentation including your contract, passport copy, and relevant credentials.

2. Processing can take several weeks. Start this process as early as possible — ideally
before the season begins.

3. Once the work permit is approved, you apply for a temporary residence permit at the
Ministry of Interior.

4. The temporary residence permit is tied to your employment and allows you to legally
reside and work in Serbia for the duration specified.

5. If your contract is extended or you change clubs, both permits must be updated.

Registration Requirement Within 24 Hours

Foreign nationals in Serbia are legally required to register their place of residence with the police
within 24 hours of arriving at a new address.

Hotels handle this registration automatically. If you are in a club-provided apartment, your club or
landlord should register you.

Confirm this has been done. Failure to register is a violation that can create complications later,
particularly when renewing permits or dealing with any official matter.

Temporary Residence Permit

The temporary residence permit (privremeni boravak) is your primary legal document for staying
and working in Serbia beyond the initial visa-free period. It is renewed annually as long as your
employment contract is valid.

» Carry a copy of your permit and passport at all times.



» If you travel outside Serbia and return, your temporary residence permit allows re-entry
during its validity.

» Check your permit expiration date regularly. The club is responsible for renewal but the
consequences of an expired permit fall on you.

Visa-Free Stay 90 days within 180-day period (U.S. citizens)
Work Authorization Work Permit via National Employment Service
Residency Document Temporary Residence Permit (privremeni boravak)
Registration Required within 24 hours of new address

EU Membership Serbia is not in the EU — EU rules do not apply

Passport Validity At least 6 months beyond permit expiry recommended



3. Taxes: What You Owe and Where

Serbia has a flat income tax system, which is simpler than the progressive brackets you find in
China or Turkey. That does not mean your tax situation is simple — you still have Serbian
obligations and U.S. obligations running simultaneously.

Serbian Income Tax

Serbia applies a flat income tax rate on employment income. As of recent years, the standard
rate for employment income is 10%. There are also mandatory social contributions that apply on
top of income tax, which include pension and disability insurance and health insurance
contributions.

Income Tax Rate 10% flat on employment income

Pension & Disability Withheld by employer — rates set by law
Insurance

Health Insurance Withheld by employer

Contribution

Tax Withholding Club withholds and remits on your behalf
Tax Year Calendar year (January 1 — December 31)
Currency for Filing Serbian dinar (RSD)

Compared to China's 45% top rate or Turkey's 40%, Serbia's flat 10% income tax is one of the
more favorable tax environments in European basketball. The social contributions add to the
total burden but the overall tax load remains competitive.

Social Contributions

In addition to income tax, Serbian law requires contributions to the social insurance system.
These cover pension and disability insurance and mandatory health insurance. The rates are
set by law and both employer and employee portions typically apply. Your club should be
handling the withholding and remittance of these contributions. Request a payslip that clearly
shows gross salary, income tax withheld, social contributions withheld, and net pay.

U.S. Tax Obligations

Playing in Serbia does not change your obligations to the IRS. You owe U.S. federal taxes on
your worldwide income.

* The Foreign Earned Income Exclusion (FEIE) may allow you to exclude a significant
portion of your Serbian income from U.S. taxation if you meet the bona fide residence or
physical presence test.



+ The Foreign Tax Credit allows you to offset U.S. taxes with Serbian taxes already paid,
reducing double taxation.

« FBARfiling is required if your Serbian bank account balance exceeds $10,000 at any
point during the year. The penalty for failure to file is severe.

* The U.S. and Serbia do not have a comprehensive bilateral tax treaty comparable to
what exists with some other countries. This makes the FEIE and foreign tax credit your
primary tools for avoiding double taxation.

No U.S.-Serbia Tax Treaty

Unlike Turkey, the United States does not have a comprehensive income tax treaty with Serbia.
This means your tax planning relies more heavily on the FEIE and foreign tax credit
mechanisms.

Work with a CPA who specializes in overseas athletes to structure your filings correctly. Getting
this wrong costs more than the accountant does.



4. Healthcare and Insurance

Serbia has a public healthcare system and a growing private sector. As a professional athlete,
your most immediate medical needs will go through your club's medical infrastructure, but
understanding your options outside of club care is important.

Club-Provided Medical Care

KLS clubs are expected to provide medical support for sports-related injuries and health matters
connected to your professional duties. Top clubs like Crvena zvezda and Partizan have
well-staffed medical departments. Smaller clubs have more limited resources.

» Before signing with any club, ask specifically about their medical staff — team doctor,
physiotherapist, and sports medicine access.

* Club medical coverage typically covers injuries sustained in training and games. It does
not cover general iliness, dental, vision, or mental health in most cases.

* If you are injured and the club's medical resources are insufficient, know in advance
where the nearest quality private clinic or hospital is.

Private Healthcare in Serbia

Serbia has a solid network of private clinics and hospitals, particularly in Belgrade. Private care
is significantly more affordable than in Western Europe while maintaining decent quality
standards.

* Belgrade: Bel Medic, Euromedik, Si Medic, Clinic BelMedic are among the better-known
private hospital groups with English-speaking staff.

* Novi Sad: Several private clinics operate in Novi Sad. Your club should be able to direct
you to appropriate facilities.

» Outside major cities, private healthcare options are more limited. Identify your nearest
quality facility as soon as you arrive in your city.

International Health Insurance

Carry your own international health insurance policy for the full duration of your contract. This is
essential regardless of what your club provides.

* Your policy should cover emergency medical evacuation. While Serbia has decent
medical infrastructure in cities, evacuation coverage is important for any overseas
posting.

* Mental health coverage matters. Isolation is a genuine challenge in smaller Serbian
cities, and having access to mental health support is worth the premium.

»  Confirm your policy remains valid for the entire length of your contract including any
extension options.

Public Healthcare Access



Foreign workers with a valid work permit and registered social contributions may access Serbia's
public healthcare system.

In practice, public hospitals can have long waits and limited English-language support.

Private clinics in Belgrade are affordable enough that most players default to private care for
non-emergency needs.



5. Laws That Will Surprise You

Serbia is a functioning democracy with a legal system rooted in civil law traditions. It is not a
high-risk legal environment for American athletes in the way that some other overseas
destinations can be, but there are specific areas where players have gotten into trouble and
where awareness upfront prevents problems.

Drug Laws

Serbia has strict drug laws and marijuana is illegal throughout the country. This is one area
where no ambiguity exists.

» Possession of marijuana or other controlled substances is a criminal offense. Penalties
range from fines and mandatory treatment to prison sentences depending on quantity
and circumstances.

» The fact that marijuana is legal in your home state carries absolutely no weight under
Serbian law.

* Drug use in the basketball community in Serbia is not openly tolerated by clubs or the
federation. A positive test or a drug arrest can end your contract immediately.

» CBD products are in a legal gray area in Serbia. Do not bring them. The risk of customs
issues or a positive anti-doping test is not worth it.

Anti-Doping Testing

Serbia participates in FIBA anti-doping programs. Testing occurs during the season without
advance notice.

Verify every supplement you take against the FIBA prohibited list before your season starts.

Some common U.S. supplements contain substances that are banned under FIBA standards.
Check before you bring anything.

Alcohol
Alcohol is legal and widely consumed in Serbia. Serbian rakija (fruit brandy) is a national
institution and drinking culture is embedded in social life. This is not a dry country.
* Alcohol is available everywhere and drinking socially with teammates and club staff is
normal.
+ The legal drinking age is 18. Public intoxication laws exist and are enforced.

» Drink driving laws are strict. The legal blood alcohol limit is 0.02% — effectively zero
tolerance for driving after any alcohol consumption. Do not drive after drinking anything.

Traffic and Driving

If you drive in Serbia, be aware that traffic laws are enforced but driving culture can be
aggressive by American standards.



* Your U.S. driver's license is valid in Serbia for up to one year for visitors. With a
temporary residence permit, you may need a Serbian license for extended stays.
Confirm the current requirement with your club.

» Speed cameras and police checkpoints are common. Fines for traffic violations are
issued on the spot.

+ Seatbelts are mandatory for all occupants. Using a phone while driving is illegal.

Photography and Sensitive Areas

Photographing military facilities, border crossings, and certain government infrastructure is
restricted. In practice this is rarely an issue for daily life, but use common sense near any facility
that looks official or military in nature.

Kosovo

The political situation regarding Kosovo is a sensitive topic in Serbia. Serbia does not recognize
Kosovo's independence. If you travel to Kosovo and have a Kosovo entry stamp in your
passport, you may face complications re-entering Serbia. Be aware of this if you plan any
regional travel.

* Avoid expressing strong opinions on the Kosovo issue in public settings, with
teammates, or on social media. This is a deeply emotional national topic and foreign
opinions are not always welcome.

Law Enforcement

Serbian police are generally professional in their dealings with foreigners. If you are stopped or
questioned, remain calm, be respectful, and have your documents accessible.

* U.S. Embassy Belgrade: +381 11 706 4000
* Register with the STEP program at step.state.gov before traveling.



6. Culture and Daily Life

Serbia is one of the most genuinely basketball-crazed countries in the world. The sport is not
just entertainment here — it is part of national identity. American players who arrive with respect
for that culture and an openness to engaging with it tend to have excellent experiences. Serbia
is also one of the more affordable overseas destinations, which means your money goes further
than in most European markets.

Basketball Culture

Understanding the cultural weight of basketball in Serbia sets the context for everything else.
This is a country that produced Vlade Divac, Peja Stojakovic, Nikola Jokic, and generations of
coaches and players who shaped the global game. The fans are knowledgeable, the
expectations are high, and even small club games can draw intense crowds.

» Respect the game here. Serbian fans and coaches take basketball seriously at every
level of the professional league. Coming in with humility and a work ethic goes further
than coming in with American credentials.

+ The Crvena zvezda (Red Star) vs. Partizan rivalry is one of the most intense in world
basketball. If you play for either club, understand what that means to the fans. Neutral or
dismissive comments about the rivalry will not land well.

Language
Serbian is the official language, written in both Cyrillic and Latin scripts. English proficiency

varies significantly by age and region — younger Serbians and those in Belgrade tend to speak
English well, while older populations and smaller cities have lower English proficiency.
* Learn basic Serbian phrases. Even rudimentary attempts are appreciated and go a long
way in building relationships.
+ Download Google Translate with the Serbian offline language pack. It handles Cyrillic
well.
* Your club should provide a liaison or contact who can assist with essential administrative
tasks. Identify this person on your first day.

Food

Serbian food is hearty, meat-heavy, and genuinely good. This is rarely a problem for American
players.

+ Cevapi (minced meat sausages), plieskavica (a thick grilled meat patty often called the
Serbian hamburger), roasted meats, and burek (flaky pastry with meat or cheese) are
staples.

* Vegetarian and vegan options are limited in traditional Serbian restaurants, particularly
outside Belgrade. If you have dietary restrictions, you will need to cook at home or seek
out specific restaurants in major cities.

* Belgrade has a wide range of international food options. Smaller cities have significantly
fewer alternatives to traditional Serbian cuisine.



« Tap water in Serbia is generally safe to drink, particularly in Belgrade and major cities.
When in doubt, use bottled water.

Cost of Living

Serbia is one of the most affordable countries in Europe. For players earning in euros, the
purchasing power is strong.
* Rent for a comfortable apartment in Belgrade runs significantly cheaper than comparable
Western European cities. Smaller cities are even more affordable.
» Dining out, groceries, and transportation are all very affordable. Players regularly cite
Serbia as one of the better lifestyle-to-cost ratios in European basketball.
* Imported goods and international brands are more expensive relative to local
alternatives.

Nightlife and Social Scene
Belgrade has one of the most vibrant nightlife scenes in Europe. The city is known
internationally for its music venues, riverboat clubs (splavovi), and late-night culture. This is
worth being aware of in both directions.
* The social scene can be genuinely enjoyable and is part of what makes Belgrade a
popular overseas destination for players.

+ Late nights and heavy drinking can affect your performance and your relationship with
coaching staff. Know your limits and know your role on the team.

» Smaller Serbian cities have a much quieter social scene. Players in Kragujevac or Cacak
will have a very different daily life experience than players in Belgrade.

Climate
Serbia has a continental climate with cold winters and hot summers.
* Belgrade winters can be cold with temperatures regularly below freezing from December
through February. Snow is common.
* Summers are hot, often reaching above 35 degrees Celsius (95 Fahrenheit) in July and
August.
* The season runs through the cold months. Pack appropriately.

Time Zone

Serbia operates on Central European Time (CET), which is UTC+1 in winter and UTC+2 in
summer (CEST) when daylight saving time is in effect.
*  When itis 8:00 AM in New York (EST), it is 2:00 PM in Serbia in winter and 3:00 PM in
summer.
* The time difference with the U.S. East Coast is 6 to 7 hours depending on the time of
year. Staying connected with family is relatively manageable.



7. Serbian Basketball League Structure

Serbian basketball has a clear professional structure and a history that reaches back through
the former Yugoslav basketball dynasty. The league system is well-organized, FIBA-affiliated,
and produces players and coaches at an elite level relative to its size.

KLS — Kosarkaska liga Srbije (Basketball League of Serbia)

The KLS is the top professional basketball league in Serbia. It is one of the stronger domestic
leagues in the Adriatic and Balkan region and feeds into European club competition.

[Catogory _Jowats

Teams Typically 12—14 clubs

Season October through May (including playoffs)

Import Players Rules vary by season — verify current limits

European Competition Top clubs qualify for BCL, FIBA Europe Cup

Salary Range (Imports) Wide range — top clubs $100K-$300K+; lower tier $30K-$80K
Playoffs Top clubs from regular season

Relegation Bottom clubs relegated to KLS2

Governing Body Basketball Federation of Serbia (KSS)

KLS2 — Second Division

The KLS2 is the second division of Serbian basketball. It is a legitimate professional league and
a common entry point for American players coming into the Serbian market for the first time.

» KLS2 salaries are significantly lower than KLS deals but the competition is professional
and the exposure can lead to KLS opportunities.

* Some KLS2 clubs have strong organizational infrastructure and use the second division
as a deliberate development environment.

* Payment reliability in KLS2 varies more than in the top division. Research your specific
club thoroughly before signing.

ABA Liga (Adriatic Basketball Association)

The ABA Liga is a regional competition involving clubs from Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia,
Montenegro, and other former Yugoslav countries. Several KLS clubs compete in the ABA Liga
alongside their domestic schedule.

* The ABA Liga is considered a stronger competition than most individual domestic
leagues in the region and is used as a qualifier pathway for European competitions.

* Crvena zvezda and Partizan both participate in the ABA Liga and use it as part of their
broader European ambitions.



* If your club is in the ABA Liga, your schedule will be heavier than a domestic-only KLS
calendar. Factor this into your preparation and your contract terms around playing time.

European Competition — BCL and FIBA Europe Cup

The Basketball Champions League (BCL) and FIBA Europe Cup are the primary European club
competitions outside of EuroLeague and EuroCup. Several KLS clubs compete at these levels.

* BCL participation adds mid-week games and travel across Europe to the schedule. It
also raises the level of competition and the visibility of your play significantly.

* FIBA Europe Cup is the next tier down. Still meaningful European competition with travel
requirements.

* If signing with a club in either competition, review the full schedule and ensure your
contract reflects the additional workload.

Season Format

The KLS regular season runs from October through March or April, with playoffs extending to
May. The ABA Liga runs on a parallel schedule for clubs that participate in both competitions.
* The physical and travel demands on players at top KLS clubs competing in both the ABA
Liga and European competition are significant. Know what you are signing up for.

» Serbian national team FIBA windows are respected. Clubs release players for national
team obligations.



8. City and Team Breakdown

Serbia is a mid-sized country with a basketball culture that punches well above its weight. Most
of the professional action is concentrated in Belgrade and a handful of secondary cities. The
experience of playing in Belgrade is very different from playing in Cacak or Sremska Mitrovica.

Belgrade — Crvena zvezda (Red Star), Partizan, Mega Basket

Belgrade is the capital and by far the largest city in Serbia, with a metropolitan population of
around 1.7 million. Playing there, particularly for Red Star or Partizan, is a genuine top-level
European basketball experience.

* Crowd Vibe: The Red Star vs. Partizan derby is one of the most intense rivalries in world
basketball. The atmosphere at Stark Arena (capacity 18,000+) during major games is
genuinely extraordinary. Playing in Belgrade means playing in front of loud,
knowledgeable, passionate crowds regularly.

» Lifestyle: Belgrade is a full European capital with an active food scene, strong nightlife,
growing expat community, and solid international infrastructure. It is one of the most
livable cities in the Balkans for an American player. English is widely spoken by younger
residents.

* Mega Basket: Known as a development-oriented club with strong ties to the NBA
pipeline. Several players who passed through Mega have gone on to significant NBA
careers. The coaching and development environment is taken seriously.

* Climate: Continental. Cold winters, hot summers. The city is fully functional year-round.

* Common Traps: The nightlife in Belgrade is genuinely world-class and that can be a
distraction. Players who come in focused tend to perform. Players who treat it like an
extended vacation do not last.

Novi Sad — Vojvodina NIS Srbijagas, Igokea m:tel (nearby)

Novi Sad is Serbia's second-largest city, located about 80 kilometers north of Belgrade in the
Vojvodina region. It has a more multicultural character than most Serbian cities due to the
historic diversity of the Vojvodina region.

* Crowd Vibe: Solid and loyal. Novi Sad has a genuine basketball culture separate from
the Belgrade rivalry.

» Lifestyle: More relaxed than Belgrade. Comfortable mid-sized European city feel. The
Vojvodina region has Hungarian, Slovak, and Romanian cultural influences alongside
Serbian. More multilingual than most of Serbia.

* Climate: Continental, similar to Belgrade but slightly more influenced by the Pannonian
plain — can be windier and colder in winter.

+ Common Traps: Fewer international food and entertainment options than Belgrade.
English proficiency is decent but lower than the capital.

Kragujevac — FMP, Radnicki



Kragujevac is a mid-sized industrial city in central Serbia. It is not a glamorous posting but it is a
functional professional environment.

Crowd Vibe: Passionate local fans. Sports are important to the identity of the city and
games draw real attendance.

Lifestyle: Smaller city with limited international options. Serbian food, Serbian language,
Serbian culture — full immersion. Players who are self-sufficient and focused on
basketball do well here. Players who need a lot of Western infrastructure find it
challenging.

Climate: Continental. Colder winters than Belgrade on average.

Common Traps: Limited English spoken outside of club contacts. Social options are
significantly more limited than Belgrade or Novi Sad.

Cacak — Borac Cacak

Cacak is a smaller city in western Serbia. Borac Cacak is one of the more historically consistent
clubs in the KLS and has a strong local identity.

Crowd Vibe: Intense local pride. Borac fans are loyal and the atmosphere in the arena
for important games is genuine.

Lifestyle: Small city. Limited international amenities. Full Serbian cultural immersion.
Players who embrace the community tend to be embraced back.

Climate: Similar to central Serbia — cold winters, warm summers.

Common Traps: Isolation is real. Belgrade is a couple of hours away by car. Players who
need consistent access to a major city should factor this into their decision.

Sremska Mitrovica and Smaller Markets

Several KLS and KLS2 clubs are based in smaller Serbian cities and towns. These postings are
common entry-level stops for American players building their European resume.

The basketball can be competitive and the experience valuable even in smaller markets.
Payment reliability at smaller clubs requires more due diligence. Research specifically.

The lifestyle is a full adjustment — minimal English, limited international food, smaller
social scene. Players with the right mental approach find it manageable. Players who are
not mentally prepared find it genuinely difficult.

Belgrade is accessible from most Serbian cities by road. Having a car or knowing how to
get to the capital on weekends can significantly improve quality of life.



9. Salary Protection and Late Payments

Payment issues in Serbian basketball are more common than in most Western European
leagues. Top clubs with strong organizational infrastructure pay reliably. Mid-tier and lower-tier
clubs have a more inconsistent record. Going in with the right contract protections and knowing
exactly what to do when something goes wrong is not paranoia — it is preparation.

Contract Provisions That Matter

Exact payment dates written into the contract — not just monthly, but the specific date
each month.

A late payment penalty clause with an interest rate specified.

A player-initiated release clause triggered by non-payment after a defined grace period.
Thirty days is a standard starting point for negotiation.

Guaranteed salary language that protects your pay if you are injured and cannot play.
Euro denomination — not dinar — to avoid currency erosion over the season.

When a Payment Is Missed

6.

10.

Document the missed payment the day it is due. Record the date, amount owed, and the
contract provision being violated.

Notify your agent in writing immediately. Do not wait days or weeks hoping it resolves.
Your agent should send a formal written notice to club management citing the contract
terms and the specific payment missed.

If the club does not respond or pay within the grace period in your contract, initiate the
formal dispute process.

The Basketball Federation of Serbia (KSS) has a dispute resolution mechanism. FIBA
arbitration is available for FIBA-registered contracts. Your agent should know which
process applies.

FIBA Dispute Resolution

The KLS and its clubs operate under FIBA jurisdiction. If your contract is registered with FIBA —
which all professional contracts involving import players should be — you have access to FIBA's
dispute resolution process.

A formal FIBA complaint initiates a process that can result in the player being declared a
free agent and the club being sanctioned.

The strength of your case depends on clear contract language and documented
evidence of the missed payments.

CAS (Court of Arbitration for Sport) is the last international resort if internal processes
fail.

Act During the Season — Not After



Once the season ends and you have left Serbia, your practical leverage over a non-paying club
drops significantly.

Escalate payment disputes during the season while your presence on the court still matters to
the club.

Players who wait until they are home to pursue unpaid salary face a much harder road.



10. Financial Setup in Serbia

Getting your financial infrastructure in place early makes the rest of the season significantly
easier. Serbia's banking system is functional and the process of setting up is more
straightforward than in some other overseas markets.

Opening a Serbian Bank Account

You will need a Serbian bank account to receive your salary. Major banks operating in Serbia
include Banca Intesa, UniCredit Bank, Raiffeisen Bank, and NLB Bank. Banca Intesa and
Raiffeisen tend to have more English-language support.

11. Bring your passport, temporary residence permit or work permit, and a letter from your
club confirming your employment.

12. Some banks require proof of address — your club-provided apartment lease or a utility
bill in your name or the club's name showing your address.

13. You will receive a Serbian bank card (typically Visa or Maestro) for local transactions.

14. Request that your account support international wire transfers in foreign currency,
specifically euros.

Tax Identification Number (PIB)
Serbia issues a tax identification number (PIB — Poreski identifikacioni broj) to foreign workers.

Your club's administrative staff should help you obtain this. It is required for formal employment
registration and may be needed for certain banking processes.

Daily Payments

Serbia is more cash-oriented than Western European countries, though card payments are
increasingly accepted in cities.
» Visa and Mastercard are accepted at most restaurants, hotels, and larger stores in
Belgrade and major cities.
* Cash (Serbian dinar) remains important for markets, smaller restaurants, taxis, and
everyday transactions.

* ATMs are widely available in cities. Your U.S. bank card will work but fees apply. Get
your Serbian account set up quickly to minimize reliance on your U.S. card.

Sending Money Home

International wire transfers from Serbian banks to U.S. accounts are generally functional and
take 3 to 5 business days.

» If your salary is paid in euros, you can wire euros directly to a euro-denominated account
or convert to USD at the time of transfer.

» Serbia does not have the capital controls that create transfer delays in China. The
process is more straightforward.



» Services like Currencies Direct (an OverseasX partner) can help you get better
exchange rates than your bank when converting currencies.

» Keep records of every international transfer for your U.S. tax filing and FBAR reporting.

Serbian Bank Account Required — needed for salary receipt

Tax ID (PIB) Required for employment registration

Card Payments Widely accepted in Belgrade, less so in smaller cities
Cash Still important — carry dinar for daily use
International Transfers Functional — no capital controls

Transfer Speed Typically 3-5 business days to U.S.



11. Legal Risk Summary

This section summarizes the highest areas of legal exposure for American players in Serbia.
Read it before you travel.

Drug Possession Criminal offense. Marijuana and controlled substances are
illegal. Penalties include fines, mandatory treatment, or prison.
CBD is a gray area — do not bring it.

Anti-Doping Violations FIBA testing applies throughout the season. Verify all
supplements against the FIBA prohibited list before the season
begins.

Working Without Proper Do not play professionally without a valid work permit. Visa-free

Authorization entry does not authorize professional work.

Failure to Register Required within 24 hours of a new address. Hotel handles

Residence automatically. Apartment registration must be confirmed with
your club or landlord.

Drink Driving Legal limit is 0.02% BAC — effectively zero tolerance. Do not
drive after consuming any alcohol.

Kosovo Travel A Kosovo entry stamp in your passport can create re-entry

Complications complications with Serbia. Be aware before any regional travel.

Contract Currency Risk Dinar-denominated contracts expose you to currency erosion.

Always negotiate in euros.

Unpaid Salary Document everything and escalate during the season.
Post-season recovery of unpaid salary is significantly harder.

U.S. Tax Non-Compliance FBAR required for foreign accounts over $10,000. File correctly
every year. No U.S.-Serbia tax treaty to fall back on.

U.S. Embassy Contact Information in Serbia

U.S. Embassy Belgrade: +381 11 706 4000

Address: 92 Bulevar kneza Aleksandra Karadjordjevica, Belgrade
STEP Registration: step.state.gov — register before you travel
Emergency line available 24/7 for U.S. citizens in distress



12. Key Takeaways

Serbia is one of the best cultural and basketball experiences available in European professional
basketball. The country is affordable, the fans are passionate, the level of play is serious, and
players who go in prepared and engaged with the culture tend to come home with genuinely
positive experiences. The risks are real but manageable with the right preparation.

Before You Sign

* Negotiate your salary in euros. Do not accept a dinar-denominated contract without
understanding the currency risk.

* Get every compensation component in writing: base salary, housing, flights, bonuses.

* Negotiate a non-payment release clause with a specific trigger date.

* Research your specific club's payment history. The gap between top clubs and smaller
clubs in Serbia is significant.

* Understand the full schedule if your club competes in the ABA Liga or European
competition.

Before You Travel

» Confirm your work permit is being processed before you arrive to play.
* Register with the U.S. Embassy STEP program at step.state.gov.
» Verify all supplements against the FIBA prohibited list.

» Brief your CPA on your Serbian contract for FBAR filing and FEIE planning. Note there is
no U.S.-Serbia tax treaty.

When You Arrive
« Ensure your address registration with local police is completed within 24 hours. Confirm
this with your club.
* Get your Serbian tax ID number (PIB) in the first week.
* Open a Serbian bank account before your first salary payment is due.
+ |dentify the nearest quality private clinic or hospital in your city.
* Learn basic Serbian. The effort alone builds relationships.

During the Season

» Track every payment date and amount. Keep records.

» Escalate payment issues to your agent immediately and during the season — not after.

» Be thoughtful about the Kosovo topic and the Red Star-Partizan rivalry if you play for
either club. These are deeply held positions and neutral outsider commentary is rarely
welcome.

* Engage with the culture. Serbia rewards players who show up with genuine respect for
the game and the country.



OverseasX Is Here

If you are dealing with a payment dispute, a contract issue, a visa problem, or just need to talk to
someone who has been through it, reach out through theoverseasx.com.

With OverseasX, you'll never have to walk this journey alone.
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