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Overseas Athlete Guide: Italy 

The Legal Framework in Italy 
1. Employment Contracts 
In Italy, professional basketball players are employees under Italian labor law and the specific 
regulations of the Italian Basketball Federation (FIP) and Lega Basket. Your contract is a formal 
employment agreement. 

•​ Italian labor law provides strong employee protections. Contracts must specify salary, 
duration, working conditions, and termination terms. 

•​ The Lega Basket Serie A (LBA) currently consists of 16 teams playing a 30-game 
regular season (October through May), followed by playoffs. The bottom team is 
relegated to Serie A2. 

•​ Foreign player rules: teams can register up to seven foreign players, with a maximum of 
five eligible to play simultaneously. This is more liberal than Spain or Greece, making 
Italy accessible to American imports. 

•​ EU passport holders have no restrictions. Non-EU (extracomunitario) players are limited, 
but the quota is more flexible than in Spain. Teams can register a maximum of two new 
non-EU players per season from foreign clubs. 

•​ The Impatriate Tax Regime (Regime Impatriati) allows qualifying new residents to 
exempt 50% of their employment income from Italian income tax for five years. Unlike 
Spain’s Beckham Law, this may apply to athletes under certain conditions. Consult a tax 
professional. 

If it is not in writing, it does not exist. Get everything documented: salary, payment 
dates, housing, flights, car, insurance, bonuses, and termination clauses. 

2. Work Visa and Residency 
As an American athlete, you need a work visa and residence permit (permesso di soggiorno) to 
play in Italy. 

•​ Your club handles the work authorization through the local immigration office (Questura) 
and the Sportello Unico per l’Immigrazione. 

•​ You apply for a National Type D visa at the Italian consulate in the U.S. Required 
documents: passport, employment contract, work authorization, health insurance, and 
criminal background check. 

•​ Upon arrival, you must apply for your permesso di soggiorno at the local post office 
(Poste Italiane) within eight days. This is a bureaucratic process involving forms, 
appointments, and fingerprinting. 

•​ You must also obtain a codice fiscale (tax identification number) from the local Agenzia 
delle Entrate. This is essential for everything: bank accounts, contracts, utilities, and 
daily life. 
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•​ Residence permits for employment are typically valid for one to two years, renewable. 

Italian bureaucracy is legendary. Expect delays, long queues, and paperwork that 
feels endless. Start everything early. Your club should help, but do not assume 
they handle every step. 

3. Taxes 
Italy has a progressive income tax system (IRPEF) with national, regional, and municipal 
components. 

•​ 2026 IRPEF rates: 23% on income up to €28,000, 33% from €28,001 to €50,000, and 
43% above €50,000. Regional surcharges add 0.70–3.33% and municipal surcharges 
add up to 0.9%. 

•​ Non-residents are taxed only on Italian-source income at the same progressive rates, 
without most deductions. 

•​ Social security contributions (INPS) for employees total approximately 9–10% from the 
employee, with employers contributing 30–35% on top of gross salary. 

•​ The Impatriate Workers Regime (Regime Impatriati) allows qualifying new residents to 
exempt 50% of employment income (60% if relocating with a dependent child) from 
IRPEF for five years. You must not have been an Italian tax resident for at least three 
consecutive years prior. 

•​ Many import contracts are structured as net salary deals. Confirm whether your deal is 
gross or net before signing. 

•​ The Italian tax year runs January 1 to December 31. Returns are filed through the 
Agenzia delle Entrate, typically by June 30 or November 30 depending on the form used. 

You must still file U.S. taxes as an American citizen. The U.S.-Italy tax treaty helps 
avoid double taxation via Foreign Tax Credits (Form 1116). FBAR if foreign 
balances exceed $10,000. FATCA Form 8938 if foreign assets exceed $200,000. 
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Healthcare and Insurance 
Italy has a universal public healthcare system (Servizio Sanitario Nazionale / SSN). As an 
employee enrolled in INPS, you have access to public healthcare. 

•​ Public healthcare in Italy is high quality, especially in northern regions (Lombardy, 
Emilia-Romagna, Veneto). Quality can be more variable in southern regions. 

•​ Once registered with the SSN, you receive a tessera sanitaria (health card) and are 
assigned a medico di base (general practitioner). 

•​ You pay small co-pays (ticket) for specialist visits, prescriptions, and diagnostics. 
Emergency care is free. 

•​ Wait times for specialists in the public system can be long. Many expats and athletes 
supplement with private insurance for faster access. 

•​ Your club should provide or arrange supplemental private health insurance. Confirm 
coverage for sports injuries, rehabilitation, and specialist care. 

•​ Pharmacies (farmacie) are well-stocked and pharmacists can advise on minor ailments. 
Look for the green cross. 

Keep every receipt and medical document. The system works but requires 
proactive management of paperwork and appointments. 
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Laws and Everyday Regulations That Surprise 
Americans 
1. Drug Laws 

•​ Cannabis is decriminalized for personal use in Italy, but it is illegal to sell, distribute, or 
cultivate for commercial purposes. 

•​ Possession of small amounts for personal use can result in administrative sanctions 
(suspension of documents like passport or driver’s license) rather than criminal charges. 

•​ Drug testing by clubs and leagues is standard. A positive test can trigger contract 
termination and league sanctions regardless of Italy’s more relaxed personal use laws. 

Decriminalization does not mean safe for professional athletes. Club drug testing 
and league regulations exist independently of national law. A positive test ends 
your season. 

2. Police and Public Conduct 
•​ Italy has multiple police forces: Polizia di Stato (state police), Carabinieri (military police 

with civilian jurisdiction), Guardia di Finanza (financial police), and Polizia Locale 
(municipal police). 

•​ Carry your permesso di soggiorno or passport at all times. Police can request 
identification. 

•​ Petty crime (pickpocketing, bag snatching) is more common in Italy than in countries like 
Japan or Australia, especially in tourist areas and on public transport in major cities. Stay 
aware. 

3. Driving 
•​ Italy drives on the right (same as the U.S.). 

•​ The blood alcohol limit is 0.05%, lower than the U.S. (0.08%). 

•​ Speed cameras (autovelox) are widespread. Fines are steep and automated. 

•​ ZTL (Zona a Traffico Limitato) restricted traffic zones exist in most historic city centers. 
Driving into a ZTL without authorization results in automatic fines. This catches many 
foreigners. 

•​ An International Driving Permit is required alongside your U.S. license. After one year, 
you may need to convert to an Italian license. 

•​ Italian driving culture is aggressive, especially in southern cities like Naples. Scooters 
are everywhere. 

•​ Toll roads (autostrade) connect major cities. They are well-maintained but expensive for 
frequent use. 
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4. Employment Protection 
•​ Italian labor law strongly protects employees. Termination without just cause requires 

severance. 

•​ Professional athlete contracts are governed by specific FIP and Lega Basket regulations 
in addition to general labor law. 

•​ FIBA’s Basketball Arbitral Tribunal (BAT) handles international contract disputes. 

5. Gambling 
Sports betting is legal and widely popular in Italy. As a professional athlete, you are prohibited 
from betting on your own sport under league rules. 
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Cultural and Lifestyle Differences 
1. Basketball Culture 
Italy has one of the richest basketball traditions in Europe. The Lega Basket Serie A was 
considered the best league on the continent in the 1970s and 1980s, when Italian clubs won 10 
EuroLeague titles in 20 years. 

•​ Olimpia Milano (31 titles, EuroLeague permanent member under Armani’s ownership) 
and Virtus Bologna (17 titles, recent EuroCup champions) are the dominant forces. 

•​ Italy has a deep history of hosting legendary American players: Mike D’Antoni, Bob 
McAdoo, Darryl Dawkins, Danny Ferry, and Brian Shaw all played in Italy. 

•​ The league has lost some of its 1980s–1990s luster as other European leagues have 
grown, but it remains a top-five European domestic league. 

•​ Italian basketball emphasizes tactical play, half-court execution, and fundamental skills. 
The pace is slower and more structured than the NBA. 

•​ The Coppa Italia and Italian Supercup add mid-season intensity. 

Playing well in Italy still carries weight across European basketball. The league’s history and 
Olimpia Milano’s EuroLeague presence ensure visibility. 

2. Daily Life and Social Culture 
•​ Italians are warm, expressive, and deeply social. Family and relationships are central to 

everything. 

•​ Meal times are later than in the U.S. Lunch is typically 1:00–2:30 PM. Dinner starts at 
8:00–9:00 PM. 

•​ The passeggiata (evening stroll) is a cultural institution, especially in smaller cities. 
People dress well, walk slowly, and socialize. 

•​ Italians take food seriously. Quality, freshness, and regional tradition matter deeply. Do 
not put ketchup on pasta. 

•​ Learning Italian is essential. English is spoken in major tourist areas, but daily life, 
especially with teammates and staff, happens in Italian. 

•​ Bureaucracy (burocrazia) is a defining feature of Italian life. Forms, stamps, 
appointments, and procedures govern everything. Patience is required. 

3. Food and Drink 
•​ Italian food is among the best in the world. Every region has distinct specialties: pizza in 

Naples, risotto in Milan, pasta alla Bolognese in Bologna, fresh seafood along the 
coasts. 

•​ Breakfast is light: espresso and a cornetto (croissant). Do not expect American-style 
breakfast. 
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•​ Espresso culture is sacred. Order at the bar (standing), pay first, then drink. Cappuccino 
is a morning drink only. 

•​ Tipping is not expected. Service is included. Rounding up or leaving small change is 
appreciated. 

•​ Wine is affordable, excellent, and part of daily meals. Beer is also popular. Alcohol is 
social, not excessive. 

4. Housing 
•​ Most clubs provide housing for imports. Confirm details: location, size, furnishing, 

utilities, internet. 

•​ If arranging your own housing, you need your codice fiscale and permesso di soggiorno 
to sign a lease. 

•​ Italian apartments can be small, especially in historic city centers. Elevators are not 
always available in older buildings. 

•​ Heating is essential in northern Italy (Milan, Bologna, Trento) during winter. Air 
conditioning matters in southern Italy. 

•​ Security deposits (cauzione) are typically one to three months’ rent. 

5. Cost of Living 
•​ Italy is moderately priced by Western European standards. Milan is the most expensive 

city. Bologna, Venice, and Rome are next. 

•​ Southern Italy and smaller cities (Sassari, Brindisi, Napoli, Cremona) are significantly 
cheaper. 

•​ Groceries and dining out are affordable, especially outside tourist zones. Markets are 
excellent. 

•​ Public transport in Milan is excellent (metro, tram, bus). Other cities rely more on buses 
and regional trains. 

•​ Italy’s high-speed rail (Frecciarossa/Italo) connects major cities quickly but should be 
booked in advance for best prices. 

6. Time Zones 
Italy is 6 hours ahead of the U.S. East Coast and 9 hours ahead of the West Coast. Same as 
France and Spain. 

•​ WhatsApp is the dominant messaging app. Download before arriving. 
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Italian League Structures and Tiers 
Top Tier: Lega Basket Serie A (LBA) 
16 teams. 30-game regular season. Top 8 to playoffs (quarterfinals and semifinals best-of-five, 
finals best-of-seven). Bottom team relegated. Founded in 1920, making it one of the oldest 
basketball leagues in the world. 

•​ Up to seven foreign players per roster, five on court simultaneously. Two new non-EU 
signings from foreign clubs per season. 

•​ Major clubs: EA7 Emporio Armani Milano (Olimpia Milano), Virtus Segafredo Bologna, 
Germani Brescia, Umana Reyer Venezia, Dolomiti Energia Trento, Bertram Tortona, 
Dinamo Sassari, Napoli Basket, Vanoli Cremona, Pallacanestro Trieste, and others. 

Second Tier: Serie A2 
The second division. Promotion to LBA via playoffs. Quality varies. Some Serie A2 clubs are 
well-organized professional operations with strong facilities. 

Third Tier: Serie B 
Semi-professional level. Quality and organization vary widely. 

Lower Tiers 
Below Serie B, Italy has an extensive pyramid: Serie C Gold, Serie C Regionale, Serie D, 
Promozione, Prima Divisione, and Seconda Divisione. These are primarily amateur. 

Italy’s basketball pyramid is deep. The LBA is elite European basketball. Serie A2 
is solid professional basketball. Below that, due diligence is critical. 
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Salary Protection and Late Payment Enforcement 
Italy’s payment culture is mixed. Top clubs like Olimpia Milano and Virtus Bologna are financially 
stable and pay on time. Smaller clubs, especially those with fragile ownership or recent 
promotions, carry higher risk. 

•​ Late payments have historically been an issue at some Italian clubs. Research the club’s 
financial stability and talk to former imports before signing. 

•​ Your contract must specify exact payment dates and methods. 

•​ If payments are late: formal email to club, copy agent, escalate to Lega Basket, then 
FIBA BAT. 

•​ Italian labor courts handle employment disputes, but legal proceedings can be slow. 

OverseasX takeaway: Italy is not as financially reliable as France or Spain at the ACB 
level. Do your homework on the specific club. Payment history matters more than the 
league name. 
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How to Structure Financial Accounts 
•​ Italian bank account (requires codice fiscale, permesso di soggiorno, passport). Your 

club should help facilitate. 

•​ Multi-currency account (Wise, Revolut) for EUR-to-USD conversion. 

•​ U.S. home base account for savings and stability. 

•​ FBAR required if foreign balances exceed $10,000. FATCA if assets exceed $200,000. 

OverseasX takeaway: Get your codice fiscale as early as possible. It unlocks everything 
in Italy. 
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Legal Risks Overseas Athletes Should Prepare For 
1. Late or Missed Salary Payments 

A known risk at some Italian clubs. Build your paper trail from day one. 

2. Contract Disputes 

FIBA BAT and Italian labor courts are your recourse. 

3. Tax Complexity 

IRPEF plus regional and municipal surcharges plus social security. The Impatriate Regime may 
help but requires professional guidance. 

4. Bureaucratic Delays 

Permesso di soggiorno, codice fiscale, bank accounts, and utility contracts all involve Italian 
bureaucracy. Start everything early. 

5. ZTL Driving Fines 

Automatic cameras in restricted zones catch foreign drivers constantly. Fines accumulate and 
can follow you. 

6. Drug Testing 

Despite Italy’s relaxed personal use laws, a positive club drug test ends your professional 
career. 

7. Club Financial Instability 

Research the club’s ownership, recent history, and financial standing before signing. 
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Key Takeaways for American Athletes 
Read your contract carefully. Every clause. Every payment term. 

Get your codice fiscale and permesso di soggiorno started immediately upon arrival. 

Understand gross vs. net salary, including IRPEF, regional/municipal taxes, and INPS. 

Investigate the Impatriate Tax Regime. It could save you significant money. 

Research the club’s payment history before signing. 

Hire a cross-border tax accountant. 

Confirm health insurance coverage for sports injuries. 

Learn Italian. It is essential for daily life and team integration. 

Embrace the culture: food, family, the passeggiata, and the beautiful chaos of Italian life. 

Keep documentation of everything. 
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Regional Personality Breakdown: Italy 
Italy’s regional identity is among the strongest in Europe. The north and south feel like different 
countries in many ways. The basketball experience changes dramatically depending on where 
you land. 

 

1. Milan / Lombardy 
LBA Team: EA7 Emporio Armani Milano (Olimpia Milano) 
Crowd vibe: Olimpia Milano is the most successful club in Italian basketball history. The Unipol 
Forum holds 12,000+. EuroLeague nights are electric. ACB-level atmosphere. 

Lifestyle pace: Milan is Italy’s fashion, finance, and business capital. Fast, cosmopolitan, and 
expensive. More European than traditionally Italian. 

Climate: Cold, foggy winters. Hot, humid summers. The basketball season runs through the 
cold months. 

Common trap: Milan’s fashion and nightlife scene can drain focus and money. The city 
operates at a faster pace than the rest of Italy. 

Fanbase type: Demanding, knowledgeable, and accustomed to winning at the highest level. 

 

2. Bologna / Emilia-Romagna 
LBA Team: Virtus Segafredo Bologna 

Crowd vibe: Bologna is one of the great basketball cities in Europe. Virtus has 17 titles and a 
passionate fanbase. The historic rivalry with Fortitudo (currently in lower divisions) adds to the 
city’s basketball identity. 

Lifestyle pace: Bologna is a university city with incredible food (Bolognese sauce, tortellini, 
mortadella were born here). Walkable, lively, and culturally rich. More relaxed than Milan. 

Climate: Cold winters, warm summers. Similar to Milan but slightly less fog. 

Common trap: The food scene is dangerously good. Discipline around diet requires effort in a 
city known as La Grassa (The Fat One). 

Fanbase type: Passionate, proud of basketball history, knowledgeable. 

 

3. Venice / Veneto / Northeast 
LBA Teams: Umana Reyer Venezia, Dolomiti Energia Trento, Pallacanestro Trieste 
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Crowd vibe: Reyer Venezia has won recent titles and plays in one of the most unique settings 
in sport. Trento and Trieste have loyal, community-driven fanbases. 

Lifestyle pace: Venice is extraordinary but challenging to live in (no cars, flooding, tourism). 
Trento is a beautiful alpine city. Trieste has a Habsburg-influenced intellectual atmosphere. 

Climate: Cold winters, especially in Trento (alpine). Venice is damp year-round. 

Common trap: Venice’s uniqueness can become isolating. Trento’s size can feel limiting. 
Transportation logistics in Venice are genuinely different. 

Fanbase type: Loyal, community-driven, proud of regional identity. 

 

4. Southern Italy and Islands 
LBA Teams: Napoli Basket, Dinamo Sassari (Sardinia) 
Crowd vibe: Naples is passionate and chaotic. Dinamo Sassari won the 2015 title and has a 
devoted island fanbase. Southern and island fans bring raw energy. 

Lifestyle pace: Slower, warmer, louder, and more intense than the north. Naples is one of the 
most vibrant, chaotic, and culturally rich cities in Europe. Sassari offers island life on Sardinia. 

Climate: Warm Mediterranean climate. Mild winters, hot summers. 

Common trap: The pace and energy of Naples can overwhelm. Sardinia’s isolation means all 
away travel is by flight. Southern bureaucracy can be even slower than the north. 

Fanbase type: Passionate, emotional, community-driven. Hot and cold. 

 

5. Northwest / Piedmont 
LBA Teams: Bertram Tortona 

Crowd vibe: Tortona is a small-market success story, punching above its weight in recent 
seasons. 

Lifestyle pace: Quiet, community-oriented, affordable. Wine country (Piemonte). Excellent 
food. Close to Milan by train. 

Common trap: Small-town isolation. Limited nightlife and social options. 

Fanbase type: Fiercely loyal, community-driven, growing. 

 

6. Central Italy 
LBA Teams: Vanoli Cremona, Germani Brescia 
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Crowd vibe: Brescia has been competitive and well-run. Cremona has passionate local 
support. 

Lifestyle pace: Mid-sized cities with strong local identity. Affordable, community-focused, with 
proximity to Milan and larger cities. 

Common trap: Smaller markets can feel quiet. The local community engagement matters for 
your experience. 

Fanbase type: Community-driven, loyal, appreciative of effort. 
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Fanbase Personality Decoder 
Demanding and knowledgeable: Historic clubs. They have seen legends and expect you to 
compete at that standard. 

Passionate and emotional: Big highs, big boos. Southern clubs and derby games bring the 
most intensity. 

Community-driven: The team is the town. Engage and you will be embraced. Small-market 
clubs where effort defines everything. 

Fiercely loyal: Buy in and you are family. Coast and you are forgotten. 

 

How to Verify the Vibe Fast 
Ask five imports who played in that city the same five questions: 

•​ What is the crowd like after a loss? 

•​ How do they treat imports during a bad stretch? 

•​ Does the club pay on time? 

•​ Is the club organized day to day? 

•​ What is the biggest lifestyle trap? 

If three out of five give the same answer, that is the truth. 
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Final Notes: Read This Before You Sign 
Italy is one of the most iconic basketball markets in the world. The history is deep, the culture is 
extraordinary, and the quality of life is hard to match anywhere in Europe. Playing in Italy 
connects you to a legacy that includes some of the greatest clubs and players in European 
basketball history. 

But Italy also has genuine challenges. Late payments are a risk at some clubs. The bureaucracy 
is slow and frustrating. The language barrier is real. And the regional variation in everything 
from healthcare quality to driving culture means your experience will depend heavily on which 
city you land in. 

The athletes who thrive in Italy are the ones who learn the language, embrace the chaos with 
humor and patience, protect themselves with solid contracts, research their club before signing, 
and bring genuine passion to both the court and the community. 

If you are reading this while deciding, use it like a checklist. If you are reading this after you 
signed, use it like armor. 

The goal is to play well, get paid, stay healthy, and leave Italy with stories, relationships, and an 
appreciation for la dolce vita. 

 

Italy is historic, beautiful, and unforgettable. 

But beauty does not replace preparation. 
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