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1. Understanding Your Contract 
Israel is one of the highest-paying basketball markets in the world outside of the NBA. The BSL 
(Basketball Super League) consistently attracts elite American talent, and top clubs like Maccabi 
Tel Aviv operate at EuroLeague level with budgets and infrastructure to match. For American 
players, Israel represents a genuine top-tier professional opportunity. It also comes with a 
specific set of contract, financial, and operational realities that require careful preparation. 
Players who go in knowing exactly what they signed tend to have strong experiences. Players 
who do not have been left waiting for money that never came. 

 

Contract Structure 
Israeli basketball contracts typically include a base salary, housing, a car or transportation 
allowance, and flight provisions. The structure is relatively standard for European basketball but 
Israeli clubs have specific payment practices that you need to understand before you sign. 

•​ Base salary is almost always quoted gross. Israeli income tax applies and the net figure 
is what you will receive. Get a net calculation before agreeing to any number. 

•​ Housing is commonly provided as a club-arranged apartment or as a cash allowance. If 
the club is arranging housing, confirm the location, quality, and setup timeline before you 
arrive. Do not assume the apartment will be ready on day one. 

•​ Car allowances or club-provided vehicles are standard at BSL clubs. Clarify whether it is 
a cash allowance or a physical vehicle, and who covers fuel and insurance. 

•​ Flight provisions should specify number of round trips per season, class of travel, and 
whether family coverage is included. Get this in writing. 

•​ Bonuses tied to team performance, playoff appearances, or EuroLeague results are 
common in Israeli contracts. Make sure the trigger conditions are specific and 
measurable, not subject to club interpretation. 

 

Payment Scheduling in Israeli Basketball 
This is the area where Israeli basketball is most distinctly different from most other overseas 
markets. Israeli clubs commonly pay salaries on a deferred schedule rather than monthly. 

•​ Many Israeli contracts structure salary payments in large lump sums paid at specific 
points in the season rather than consistent monthly payments. You may go weeks 
without a payment and then receive a large sum. 

•​ Understand exactly when each payment is due before you sign. The payment schedule 
should be written explicitly into your contract with specific dates, not vague language like 
periodically or as agreed. 

•​ Some clubs negotiate a portion of salary to be paid upfront before the season begins. 
This is worth attempting to negotiate, particularly with clubs that have had payment 
issues historically. 

•​ Wire transfers from Israeli bank accounts to U.S. accounts are generally functional but 
can take several business days. Factor this into your cash flow planning. 



Payment History 
Research Is 
Non-Negotiable 
Israeli basketball has a 
documented history of 
payment delays and 
non-payment at specific 
clubs. This is not universal — 
the top BSL clubs with strong 
ownership pay reliably. 
Before signing with any 
Israeli club, have your agent 
specifically research that 
club's payment history with 
import players in the past two 
seasons. 
Talk to players who have 
been there recently. An agent 
with Israel experience who 
can speak to specific clubs is 
one of the most valuable 
assets you can have entering 
this market. 

Item What to Know 

Contract Currency Typically USD or EUR — not Israeli New Shekel (ILS) 

Payment Schedule Often deferred lump sums — get specific dates in writing 

Upfront Payment Worth negotiating — some clubs will agree to partial upfront 

Wire Transfers Functional — typically 3 to 5 business days to U.S. 

Bonus Triggers Must be specific and measurable — not vague performance 
language 

Housing Confirm setup and location before arrival 
 



2. Work Visa and Residency in Israel 
Israel's visa and work authorization process for professional athletes is manageable but requires 
advance planning. Your club is responsible for initiating the process and you are responsible for 
making sure it is actually done correctly before you travel. 

 

Visa-Free Entry for U.S. Citizens 
U.S. citizens can enter Israel visa-free for tourist purposes for up to 90 days. As with every other 
market in this series, visa-free entry does not authorize professional employment. You need a 
work visa and work permit to legally play in the BSL. 

 

Work Visa and Work Permit 
Professional athletes in Israel require a B-1 work visa and an accompanying work permit issued 
by Israel's Population and Immigration Authority. The process runs through your club. 

1.​ The club submits a work permit application to the Population and Immigration Authority 
(Rashut HaHagira) on your behalf. 

2.​ Once approved, you apply for a B-1 work visa at the Israeli embassy or consulate in the 
United States. 

3.​ Processing times vary. Start this process as early as possible — ideally six to eight 
weeks before your planned arrival. 

4.​ After entering Israel, your employer registers your work status with the relevant 
authorities. 

5.​ If your contract is extended or you change clubs, the permits must be updated. 

 

Passport Stamp Considerations 
An Israeli passport stamp or Israeli entry record has historically caused complications when 
traveling to certain countries in the region. 
If your travel plans include countries that have restrictions related to Israeli entry stamps, be 
aware of this before you travel. 
Israel now uses a separate entry card rather than stamping passports directly in most cases, 
which reduces this issue, but confirm the current practice with the Israeli consulate before you 
travel. 

 

Residence Registration 
Foreign workers in Israel are typically registered through their employer with the Population and 
Immigration Authority. Your club's administrative staff should handle this process. Confirm it has 
been completed during your first week. 

•​ Keep copies of your work permit, visa documentation, and passport with you at all times. 
•​ If you travel outside Israel and return during the season, your work permit allows re-entry 

as long as it is valid. 



•​ Check your permit and visa expiration dates regularly. If your season extends beyond 
the original permit period, your club must renew it. 

Document Details 

Visa-Free Entry 90 days for tourism — does not authorize work 

Work Visa Type B-1 Work Visa 

Work Permit Issuer Population and Immigration Authority (Rashut HaHagira) 

Processing Time Start 6 to 8 weeks before planned arrival 

Passport Stamps Israel typically uses entry cards, not passport stamps 

Renewal Responsibility Club must initiate renewal if season extends 
 



3. Taxes: What You Owe and Where 
Israel has a progressive income tax system and professional athletes earning at BSL salary 
levels will be in the upper brackets. Combined with U.S. obligations, your tax situation requires 
professional guidance from someone who specializes in this specific combination. 

 

Israeli Income Tax 
Israel applies progressive income tax rates to employment income. The rates range from 10% at 
the lowest bracket to 50% at the highest. At BSL salary levels, most import players will be in the 
47% to 50% range on the majority of their income. 

Annual Income (ILS) Tax Rate 

Up to ILS 81,480/yr 10% 

ILS 81,481 – 116,760/yr 14% 

ILS 116,761 – 187,440/yr 20% 

ILS 187,441 – 260,520/yr 31% 

ILS 260,521 – 542,160/yr 35% 

ILS 542,161 – 698,280/yr 47% 

Over ILS 698,280/yr 50% 

 
These brackets are updated periodically. At typical BSL import salaries, a very significant portion 
of your income will fall in the 47% and 50% brackets. This is one of the highest income tax 
environments in this entire guide series. The gross-to-net gap in Israel is substantial and must 
be understood before you accept any offer. 

 

National Insurance (Bituach Leumi) 
Israel also requires National Insurance contributions (similar to Social Security in the U.S.) on 
employment income. These contributions are withheld by your employer and cover national 
insurance and health insurance. The employee contribution rate varies by income level but adds 
to the overall deduction from gross pay. 

 

New Resident Tax Benefits 
Israel has a significant tax incentive program for new residents and returning residents. Under 
certain conditions, new immigrants (olim) receive a 10-year tax exemption on foreign-source 
income. However, this applies to individuals making aliyah (immigration to Israel), not to 
temporary work visa holders. As a foreign professional athlete on a work visa, this exemption 
does not apply to you. 

 



U.S. Tax Obligations 
The United States and Israel have a bilateral tax treaty (the U.S.-Israel Tax Treaty) which 
provides mechanisms to reduce double taxation. This treaty is important for structuring your tax 
situation correctly. 

•​ The Foreign Earned Income Exclusion (FEIE) may allow you to exclude a portion of your 
Israeli income from U.S. taxation if you qualify under the physical presence or bona fide 
residence tests. 

•​ The Foreign Tax Credit allows you to offset U.S. taxes with Israeli taxes already paid. 
•​ FBAR filing is required if your Israeli bank account balance exceeds $10,000 at any point 

during the year. This is non-negotiable. 

Get a Net Salary Calculation Before You Sign Anything 
Israeli income tax at BSL salary levels reaches 47% to 50% on the top portion of your income. 
Combined with National Insurance contributions, your take-home pay may be significantly less 
than 50% of your gross contract figure. 
Every negotiation should start with a net number in mind. Use a tax advisor with Israel and U.S. 
expat athlete experience to calculate your actual take-home before accepting any offer. 

 



4. Healthcare and Insurance 
Israel has a well-regarded national healthcare system and a strong private medical sector, 
particularly in Tel Aviv. As a professional athlete, your sports-related medical care runs through 
your club, and your general healthcare needs are covered through a combination of your work 
registration and any private insurance you carry. 

 

National Health Insurance in Israel 
Israel has universal national health insurance (Bituach Briut) funded through national insurance 
contributions. Foreign workers registered through an employer and paying national insurance 
contributions are eligible for coverage under the national health system. 

•​ Your club's employer registration should include you in the national insurance system. 
Confirm this during your first week. 

•​ The national system covers most medical needs but has waiting times for 
non-emergency specialist appointments. 

•​ You will be assigned to a health maintenance organization (Kupat Holim). The four main 
HMOs are Clalit, Maccabi, Meuhedet, and Leumit. Maccabi and Clalit are the largest. 

 

Club Medical Care 
BSL clubs maintain medical staff, physiotherapists, and sports medicine resources for player 
injuries and performance care. 

•​ Top clubs like Maccabi Tel Aviv and Hapoel Tel Aviv have professional medical 
infrastructure comparable to top European clubs. 

•​ Smaller BSL clubs have more limited medical resources. Ask specifically about medical 
staff availability before signing with any club outside the top tier. 

•​ Sports-related injuries are covered through the club. Non-sports medical needs go 
through your national insurance or private insurance. 

 

Private Health Insurance 
Carry your own international health insurance policy regardless of the national insurance 
coverage. Private coverage gives you faster access, English-speaking providers, and 
emergency evacuation coverage. 

•​ Tel Aviv has excellent private hospitals and clinics with English-speaking staff. Ichilov 
Hospital (Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center) and Assuta Medical Center are 
well-regarded private options. 

•​ Emergency evacuation coverage is important for any overseas posting, including Israel. 
•​ Mental health coverage is worth having. Playing in a new country and culture, even a 

welcoming one, has its adjustment challenges. 

English in Medical Settings 



Israel has high English proficiency among medical professionals, particularly in Tel Aviv and 
major cities. 
Many doctors and medical staff trained internationally and English is widely spoken in hospital 
and clinic settings. 
This is one area where Israel is more accessible than many other overseas basketball markets. 

 



5. Safety and Security Awareness 
Israel has a security situation that is unlike any other country in this guide series. This section is 
not intended to discourage players from going — many American players have had excellent 
careers in Israel and the country has strong security infrastructure. This section is here to make 
sure you are practically prepared for the realities of living there so nothing catches you off 
guard. 

 

Understanding the Security Environment 
Israel has experienced periodic security incidents including rocket fire, missile attacks, and other 
events that affect daily civilian life. The Israeli government and military have extensive systems 
in place to protect the civilian population, including the Iron Dome missile defense system and a 
nationwide network of public bomb shelters. 

•​ Security conditions in Israel can change. Before you travel and throughout your season, 
monitor the U.S. State Department travel advisory for Israel and follow any updates. 

•​ Register with the U.S. Embassy through the STEP program at step.state.gov before you 
travel. This allows the Embassy to contact you in an emergency and provide updated 
information. 

•​ Your club will have security protocols and will communicate with players about any 
changes to the security situation. Take these communications seriously. 

 

Rocket Alerts and Shelters 
Israel has a nationwide alert system called Red Alert (Tzeva Adom) that activates when a rocket 
or missile is incoming. When you hear the alert siren, you have a short window — typically 15 to 
90 seconds depending on your location — to reach a protected space. 

•​ Every apartment building in Israel is required to have a protected room (mamad) or 
access to a public bomb shelter. When you move into your apartment, identify the 
mamad or nearest shelter immediately. 

•​ Download the Red Alert Israel app before you arrive. It sends push notifications for 
incoming alerts in your area. This is a standard tool used by residents throughout Israel. 

•​ During an alert, move quickly and calmly to the protected room or shelter. Lie face down 
and cover your head if you cannot reach shelter in time. Follow the same instructions 
your Israeli teammates follow. 

•​ Games, practices, and daily life continue normally during calm periods. The Israeli 
population is experienced in managing this and you will adjust to the routines. 

 

Travel Within Israel 
Travel within Israel is generally safe and the country is small enough that most destinations are 
within a few hours of each other. Certain areas near border regions have higher security 
considerations. 



•​ The U.S. Embassy and State Department issue specific travel guidance for different 
regions of Israel and adjacent territories. Review current advisories for any area you plan 
to visit. 

•​ Follow the guidance of your club and local authorities regarding travel during periods of 
heightened security activity. 

•​ Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa, and other major cities have full daily life operating normally 
during calm periods. 

 

International Travel During the Season 
Traveling in and out of Israel during the season is common and generally straightforward 
through Ben Gurion International Airport. 

•​ Ben Gurion Airport has heightened security procedures compared to most international 
airports. Allow extra time for security screening — arrive at least three hours before 
international flights. 

•​ Security questions at the airport are thorough and direct. Answer honestly and 
straightforwardly. This is standard Israeli airport security protocol, not specific to you. 

•​ Keep your work permit documentation accessible when traveling internationally. 

U.S. Embassy and Emergency Contacts 
U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv: +972 3 519 7575 
U.S. Embassy Jerusalem: +972 2 630 4000 
Emergency line available 24/7 for U.S. citizens 
STEP Registration: step.state.gov 
Red Alert Israel App: Available on iOS and Android — download before arrival 

 



6. Laws That Will Surprise You 
Israel has a modern legal system with strong rule of law. For American players, the day-to-day 
legal environment is generally straightforward. There are specific areas, however, where the 
rules differ meaningfully from what you are used to at home. 

 

The Jewish Sabbath (Shabbat) 
Shabbat runs from Friday sunset to Saturday nightfall. It is observed nationally and significantly 
affects public life, business operations, and transportation in ways that American players 
consistently find surprising. 

•​ Most stores, restaurants, and businesses in many cities close from Friday afternoon 
through Saturday night. Major shopping centers and malls close on Shabbat in most 
parts of the country. 

•​ Public transportation largely shuts down in most cities during Shabbat. This includes 
buses. Plan accordingly — if you need to get somewhere on Friday evening or Saturday, 
you will need a car, taxi, or ride-share. 

•​ Tel Aviv is the most secular major city in Israel and has more restaurants and businesses 
open on Shabbat than other cities. Jerusalem is significantly more observant and 
Shabbat closures are more complete there. 

•​ Plan your grocery shopping and errands around the Shabbat schedule from your first 
week. Running out of food on Friday evening with no stores open is a real problem 
players encounter. 

 

Jewish Holidays 
Israel observes the Jewish holiday calendar as national holidays. Several major holidays affect 
daily life significantly. 

•​ Yom Kippur is the most observed holiday in Israel. On Yom Kippur, the country 
essentially stops — no cars on roads, no businesses open, no television broadcasting. 
The roads are empty and quiet. This is a genuinely unique experience. Respect it. 

•​ Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year), Passover (Pesach), Sukkot, and other holidays also 
affect business hours, transportation, and daily routines. 

•​ Your club will communicate the schedule around holidays. Be aware that practice and 
game schedules may be adjusted. 

 

Drug Laws 
Israel has decriminalized personal possession of small amounts of marijuana for first-time 
offenders in many circumstances, though formal legalization has not been fully implemented. 
However, as a professional athlete subject to FIBA anti-doping rules, this is irrelevant to your 
situation. 

•​ FIBA testing applies throughout the season. Cannabis remains on the FIBA prohibited 
list regardless of local law. 

•​ Harder drugs carry serious criminal penalties. There is no ambiguity here. 



•​ Verify all supplements against the FIBA prohibited list before your season begins. 

 

Alcohol 
Alcohol is legal in Israel and available in supermarkets, restaurants, and bars. The drinking 
culture in Tel Aviv is active. In more religious areas, alcohol is less visible but not prohibited for 
non-observant residents and visitors. 

•​ The legal drinking age is 18. 
•​ Drink driving laws are strict. Do not drive after consuming alcohol. 

 

Dress Code in Religious Areas 
Israel is a diverse country with both secular and religious communities. In religiously observant 
neighborhoods and at religious sites, conservative dress is expected. 

•​ When visiting the Western Wall in Jerusalem or other religious sites, shoulders and 
knees should be covered. Coverings are usually available at the entrance if you need 
one. 

•​ In ultra-Orthodox neighborhoods, visitors are expected to dress modestly. Signs at 
neighborhood entrances indicate dress requirements. 

•​ In secular Tel Aviv and beach areas, Western dress norms apply fully. 
 



7. Culture and Daily Life 
Israel is a vibrant, high-energy country with a culture that American players tend to engage with 
positively once they understand it. Tel Aviv in particular is one of the more cosmopolitan cities 
you will live in during an overseas career. The adjustment is real but the daily quality of life for 
players at top BSL clubs is generally high. 

 

Israeli Communication Style 
Israelis are direct communicators. This directness can feel blunt or even rude to Americans who 
are not used to it. It is not. It is simply how communication works in Israeli culture. 

•​ Do not interpret directness as hostility or disrespect. A coach, teammate, or club official 
who tells you something bluntly is being straightforward, not aggressive. 

•​ Israelis also tend to be warm, hospitable, and genuinely welcoming to people they like. 
Once relationships are established, the culture is deeply generous. 

•​ Argument and debate are normal and comfortable in Israeli culture. Disagreeing openly 
is not considered confrontational in the way it might be in some other cultures. 

 

Language 
Hebrew is the official language. Arabic is also an official language. English proficiency in Israel 
is high — Israel ranks among the top countries globally for English proficiency outside of native 
English-speaking nations. 

•​ In Tel Aviv and major cities, English is spoken widely across generations and 
professional settings. Day-to-day life in English is genuinely manageable here in a way it 
is not in many other overseas markets. 

•​ Learning basic Hebrew phrases is appreciated but the language barrier is much lower 
here than in markets like China, Japan, or even Germany. 

•​ Google Translate handles Hebrew. Download the offline language pack for situations 
where connectivity is limited. 

 

Food 
Israeli food is genuinely excellent and one of the more consistent positive reports from American 
players across the league. The cuisine is diverse, fresh, and built around ingredients that 
American palates generally enjoy. 

•​ Hummus, falafel, shawarma, grilled meats, fresh salads, and Mediterranean dishes are 
staples. The quality of fresh produce and olive oil is high. 

•​ Israel has a significant cultural intersection between Jewish, Arab, Mediterranean, and 
Middle Eastern food traditions. The variety is real. 

•​ Kosher dietary laws apply at many restaurants and all supermarkets are organized to 
accommodate kosher requirements. Pork and shellfish are less available than in other 
Western countries but not absent, particularly in Tel Aviv's non-kosher restaurants. 

•​ Vegetarian options are widely available. Israeli food culture is naturally accommodating 
of plant-based diets. 



•​ Tap water in Israel is safe to drink. 

 

Cost of Living 
Israel, and Tel Aviv in particular, is one of the more expensive cities in the world. This is a 
meaningful consideration given the tax burden discussed in Section 3. 

•​ Tel Aviv consistently ranks as one of the most expensive cities globally for cost of living. 
Rent, dining out, and imported goods are all expensive. 

•​ Grocery shopping at local markets and eating at simple local restaurants is significantly 
more affordable than the upscale dining and international grocery options. 

•​ Negotiate your housing allowance specifically for Tel Aviv. A generic BSL housing 
allowance may not reflect actual Tel Aviv rental prices. 

•​ Other Israeli cities like Haifa, Beer Sheva, and Holon are significantly more affordable 
than Tel Aviv. 

 

Transportation 
Israel is a small country. Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is about an hour by car or train. Getting around is 
relatively easy. 

•​ Trains connect the major cities and are efficient and comfortable. The Tel Aviv light rail 
and central bus stations cover urban movement. 

•​ Uber operates in Israel through a local partnership. Gett is a widely used Israeli 
ride-share app. Taxis are also available. 

•​ Driving in Israel requires a valid international driver's permit alongside your U.S. license. 
Traffic in Tel Aviv can be intense. Many players use a car provided by the club. 

 

Time Zone 
Israel operates on Israel Standard Time (IST), which is UTC+2, and Israel Daylight Time (IDT), 
UTC+3 during daylight saving time. 

•​ When it is 8:00 AM in New York (EST), it is 3:00 PM in Israel in winter and 4:00 PM in 
summer. 

•​ The time difference with the U.S. East Coast is 7 to 8 hours. Staying connected with 
family requires planning but the window is workable. 

 



8. Israeli Basketball League Structure 
Israeli basketball operates under the Israel Basketball Association (IBA) and has produced 
some of the most memorable moments in European club basketball history. Maccabi Tel Aviv is 
one of the most storied franchises in EuroLeague history. The BSL is a genuinely competitive 
professional league with consistent European competition participation. 

 

BSL — Basketball Super League 
The BSL is the top professional basketball league in Israel. It currently has 12 clubs and 
operates on a European club competition calendar. 

Category Details 

Teams 12 clubs 

Season October through May (including playoffs) 

Import Players Rules set by IBA — verify current limits before signing 

European Competition Maccabi Tel Aviv (EuroLeague), others in BCL/FIBA Europe Cup 

Salary Range (Imports) Wide — lower BSL: $100K–$250K; top clubs: $400K–$1M+ 

Playoffs Top clubs from regular season compete in BSL playoffs 

Governing Body Israel Basketball Association (IBA) 

 

EuroLeague and European Competition 
Maccabi Tel Aviv is one of the most historically successful clubs in EuroLeague history. Playing 
for Maccabi means competing at the highest level of European club basketball. 

•​ EuroLeague participation adds mid-week travel across Europe to an already demanding 
domestic schedule. Playing for Maccabi means potentially three games per week during 
busy stretches. 

•​ Other BSL clubs compete in the Basketball Champions League (BCL) and FIBA Europe 
Cup. Several of these clubs are legitimate professional operations with strong 
organizational infrastructure. 

•​ European competition increases your visibility significantly. Games against the best 
clubs in Europe are broadcast across the continent. 

 

Israeli State Cup 
The Israeli State Cup runs alongside the BSL domestic season. It is a knockout competition 
involving BSL clubs and provides additional games and competitive opportunities during the 
season. 

 



Season Format 
The BSL regular season runs from October through March, with playoffs extending to May. 
European competition games run on a parallel mid-week schedule for clubs participating. 

•​ The IBA observes the Jewish holiday calendar. Game schedules are adjusted around 
major holidays. 

•​ Shabbat affects scheduling. BSL games are not played on Friday evenings through 
Saturday evenings in observance of Shabbat. Weekend games typically take place on 
Saturday night or Sunday. 

•​ FIBA international windows are observed. Clubs release players for national team duty. 
 



9. City and Team Breakdown 
Israel is a small country — the entire country is roughly the size of New Jersey. Despite that, the 
differences between playing in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa, or Beer Sheva are significant in terms 
of lifestyle, culture, and daily experience. 

 

Tel Aviv — Maccabi Tel Aviv, Hapoel Tel Aviv 
Tel Aviv is the commercial, cultural, and nightlife capital of Israel. It is one of the most 
cosmopolitan cities in the Middle East and the center of Israeli basketball. Playing in Tel Aviv for 
Maccabi or Hapoel is the flagship Israeli basketball experience. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Maccabi Tel Aviv crowds are among the most passionate in European 
basketball. The Menora Mivtachim Arena holds over 11,000 and EuroLeague nights 
generate an electric atmosphere. Hapoel Tel Aviv has its own deeply loyal fan base with 
a distinct identity from Maccabi. 

•​ Lifestyle: Tel Aviv is a genuinely world-class city. The beach is accessible year-round, 
the food scene is exceptional, English is spoken everywhere, and the nightlife is active. 
American players consistently describe Tel Aviv as one of their best overseas lifestyle 
experiences. 

•​ Climate: Mediterranean. Hot dry summers, mild winters. Rarely cold enough to require 
heavy winter clothing. The beach is a genuine part of daily life for players based in Tel 
Aviv. 

•​ Common Traps: Tel Aviv is expensive. The cost of living combined with Israel's high tax 
rate means your net purchasing power requires attention. The social scene can also be 
distracting — Tel Aviv nightlife is genuinely excellent and players who lose focus in it 
struggle to perform. 

•​ Maccabi vs. Hapoel: These two clubs represent a significant rivalry with deep cultural 
roots. If you play for one, understand what that means to the fans. This is not a rivalry to 
be casual about. 

 

Jerusalem — Hapoel Jerusalem 
Jerusalem is Israel's capital and one of the most historically significant cities in the world. 
Playing there is a genuinely unique experience unlike any other city in this guide series. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Hapoel Jerusalem has built one of the most passionate and creative fan 
cultures in Israeli basketball. The Pais Arena creates a genuinely electric atmosphere 
and the club has punched above its weight in European competition. 

•​ Lifestyle: Jerusalem is a deeply different city from Tel Aviv. It is more religious, more 
historically layered, and more complex. The cultural richness is extraordinary. The 
secular entertainment options are fewer than Tel Aviv. 

•​ Climate: Higher elevation than Tel Aviv. Cooler and occasionally cold in winter. 
Jerusalem can actually get snow, which surprises players coming from Tel Aviv. 

•​ Common Traps: Jerusalem's higher cost of living relative to other Israeli cities outside Tel 
Aviv. The cultural environment is more conservative than Tel Aviv. Players who need Tel 
Aviv-level nightlife and social life will find Jerusalem limiting. 

 



Haifa — Maccabi Haifa, Hapoel Haifa 
Haifa is Israel's third-largest city, located on the Mediterranean coast in northern Israel. It has a 
reputation as one of Israel's most livable and diverse cities. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Solid local following. Haifa basketball does not generate the national 
attention of Tel Aviv or Jerusalem clubs but the local community is genuine. 

•​ Lifestyle: Haifa is a port city with a relaxed Mediterranean character. More affordable 
than Tel Aviv. The Carmel mountain creates a beautiful backdrop. The city has a 
significant Arab population and is known as one of Israel's most coexistent cities. 

•​ Climate: Mediterranean coastal. Warm most of the year. Milder summers than Tel Aviv. 
•​ Common Traps: Fewer international entertainment options than Tel Aviv. English is 

spoken but less universally than in Tel Aviv. 

 

Beer Sheva — Maccabi Ashdod, Ironi Nahariya (other BSL markets) 
Several BSL clubs are based in mid-sized Israeli cities including Beer Sheva (gateway to the 
Negev desert), Ashdod, Nahariya, Holon, and Bnei Herzliya. 

•​ These cities offer a more affordable cost of living than Tel Aviv and a different pace of 
daily life. 

•​ Organizational quality at smaller BSL clubs varies. Research your specific club's 
payment history and medical infrastructure before signing. 

•​ Tel Aviv is accessible from most Israeli cities within a 1 to 2 hour drive, providing access 
to major city amenities on days off. 

•​ The basketball experience in smaller Israeli cities can be deeply community-oriented. 
Players who engage with the local community often have strong personal experiences 
even at smaller clubs. 

 



10. Salary Protection and Late Payments 
Payment issues in Israeli basketball are a well-documented reality at specific clubs and in 
specific seasons. This is not a universal problem — top BSL clubs with strong ownership 
structures pay reliably. But the market has enough history of payment issues that protecting 
yourself contractually is one of the most important things you can do before signing. 

 

Contract Provisions That Matter 
•​ Specific payment dates for every payment, written explicitly into the contract. Not 

periodic or as agreed, but actual calendar dates. 
•​ A late payment penalty clause specifying interest on delayed payments. 
•​ A player-initiated release clause triggered by non-payment after a defined grace period. 

This is your most important protection in Israel specifically. 
•​ Guaranteed salary language protecting your pay if you are injured and cannot play. 
•​ Contract denominated in USD or EUR, not Israeli shekels, to avoid currency fluctuation 

issues. 
•​ If any portion of the salary is structured as a deferred lump sum, get specific dates and 

include a penalty for each specific payment that is late. 

 

When a Payment Is Late 
6.​ Document the missed payment the day it is due. 
7.​ Notify your agent in writing immediately. 
8.​ Your agent sends a formal written demand to club management citing the specific 

contract provision violated. 
9.​ If the club does not respond or pay within the grace period in your contract, initiate the 

formal dispute process through the IBA or FIBA. 
10.​FIBA dispute resolution is available for all FIBA-registered contracts. A formal FIBA 

complaint can result in the player being declared a free agent and the club sanctioned. 

 

The Deferred Payment Structure Creates Real Risk 
When salary is paid in large lump sums rather than monthly, a single missed payment represents 
a much larger amount of money than a missed monthly payment elsewhere. 
This is why the release clause tied to non-payment is critical in Israeli contracts. If a lump sum 
payment is missed, you need the ability to leave and seek employment elsewhere without 
forfeiting the rest of your contract. 
Have an attorney experienced in Israeli sports contracts review your payment schedule before 
you sign. 

 

FIBA Arbitration 



Israel is a FIBA member federation. All import player contracts should be registered with FIBA. If 
your club defaults on payment, a FIBA complaint is your primary international recourse. 

•​ A FIBA filing creates formal pressure on the club through the federation structure. 
•​ CAS (Court of Arbitration for Sport) handles appeals and final-level international 

disputes. 
•​ Israeli courts also have jurisdiction over employment disputes. A local attorney can file a 

labor claim through the Israeli labor court system, which generally functions and is 
accessible. 

 



11. Financial Setup in Israel 
Getting your financial infrastructure in place quickly when you arrive makes the season 
significantly smoother. Israel's banking system is modern and functional and the process is 
more straightforward than in markets like China, though it has its own specific requirements. 

 

Opening an Israeli Bank Account 
You will need an Israeli bank account to receive your salary. Major Israeli banks include Bank 
Hapoalim, Bank Leumi, and Mizrahi Tefahot. Bank Hapoalim and Bank Leumi are the two 
largest and have English-language service available at major branches. 

11.​Bring your passport, work permit, employment contract, and proof of address (your 
apartment lease or a utility bill with your address). 

12.​Some banks require an Israeli tax file number (mispar tik) before opening an account. 
Your club's administrative staff can help you obtain this quickly. 

13.​Request an account that supports international wire transfers in foreign currency. 
14.​You will receive an Israeli debit card (typically Visa or Mastercard) for local transactions. 

 

Tax File Number 
Israel's tax authority (Rashut HaMisim) assigns a tax file number to foreign workers. Your club's 
payroll department handles the employer-side registration. You may need your own tax file 
number for banking and certain administrative processes. Your club should assist you in 
obtaining this during your first week. 

 

Daily Payments 
Israel is largely a card-payment society, particularly in Tel Aviv and major cities. Cash is still 
used for smaller purchases and in markets. 

•​ Visa and Mastercard are accepted widely in restaurants, stores, and most commercial 
settings. 

•​ The Israeli shekel (ILS) is the local currency. Carry some cash for markets, small shops, 
and informal settings. 

•​ Apple Pay and Google Pay work at contactless terminals throughout Israel. 

 

Sending Money Home 
International wire transfers from Israeli banks to U.S. accounts are functional and typically 
process in 3 to 5 business days. 

•​ If your salary is denominated in USD or EUR, you can wire in that currency to reduce 
conversion costs. 

•​ Services like Currencies Direct (an OverseasX partner) can help you get better 
exchange rates when converting Israeli shekels to dollars. 

•​ Keep records of every international transfer for FBAR filing and your U.S. tax return. 



Item Notes 

Israeli Bank Account Required — Bank Hapoalim or Bank Leumi recommended 

Tax File Number Required — club assists in obtaining 

Card Payments Widely accepted throughout Israel 

Cash (ILS) Useful for markets and smaller vendors 

International Transfers Functional — 3 to 5 business days to U.S. 

Currency Israeli New Shekel (ILS) — negotiate contracts in USD or EUR 
 



12. Legal Risk Summary 
This section summarizes the highest areas of legal and practical exposure for American players 
in Israel. Read it before you travel. 

 
Risk Area What You Need to Know 

Payment Schedule Risk Deferred lump-sum payments create larger single-payment 
exposure than monthly structures. Release clause tied to 
non-payment is essential. 

Tax Burden Israeli income tax reaches 47% to 50% at BSL salary levels. 
Calculate net salary before accepting any offer. Gap between 
gross and net is significant. 

Work Without Authorization Do not begin playing before B-1 work visa and work permit are 
in place. Tourist entry does not authorize professional work. 

Security Awareness Download Red Alert Israel app before arrival. Identify mamad 
(protected room) in your apartment on day one. Register with 
U.S. Embassy STEP program. 

Shabbat and Holiday 
Schedule 

Most stores and public transport close from Friday sunset 
through Saturday night. Plan grocery shopping and transport 
accordingly every week. 

FIBA Anti-Doping FIBA testing applies throughout the season. Verify all 
supplements. Israeli partial decriminalization of cannabis does 
not affect FIBA rules. 

Airport Security Arrive at Ben Gurion Airport at least 3 hours before international 
flights. Security is thorough and direct. Answer honestly and 
straightforwardly. 

Passport Entry Records Israel typically uses entry cards rather than passport stamps. 
Confirm current procedure with Israeli consulate if regional travel 
is planned. 

U.S. Tax Non-Compliance FBAR required for Israeli accounts over $10,000. File correctly 
every year. Use the U.S.-Israel tax treaty to avoid double 
taxation. 

Cost of Living Tel Aviv is one of the most expensive cities in the world. Factor 
this into salary negotiations, especially housing allowance. 

 

U.S. Embassy Contact Information in Israel 
U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv: +972 3 519 7575 
U.S. Embassy Jerusalem: +972 2 630 4000 
Emergency services available 24/7 for U.S. citizens 
STEP Registration: step.state.gov — register before you travel 
Red Alert Israel App: Download on iOS or Android before departure 



 



13. Key Takeaways 
Israel is one of the most financially rewarding and personally distinct overseas basketball 
experiences available to American players. Tel Aviv is genuinely one of the great cities in the 
world to live in. The basketball at the top level is elite. The culture is warm and engaging once 
you understand how it works. The preparation required is more specific than most markets, but 
players who go in ready tend to come out with strong experiences and strong bank accounts — 
provided they negotiated correctly. 

 

Before You Sign 
•​ Get a net salary calculation before accepting any gross figure. Israeli income tax at BSL 

salary levels is 47% to 50% on a significant portion of your income. 
•​ Research your specific club's payment history with an agent who has direct Israel 

experience. 
•​ Negotiate a release clause tied to non-payment with a specific trigger date — this is your 

most important protection in this market. 
•​ Get specific payment dates written into the contract for every scheduled payment. No 

vague language. 
•​ Denominate your contract in USD or EUR, not Israeli shekels. 
•​ If signing with a EuroLeague club, understand the full schedule. Three games per week 

during EuroLeague stretches is a different physical demand. 

 

Before You Travel 
•​ Apply for your B-1 work visa through the Israeli consulate in the U.S. before you travel. 
•​ Register with the U.S. Embassy STEP program at step.state.gov. 
•​ Download the Red Alert Israel app on your phone before departure. 
•​ Review the current U.S. State Department travel advisory for Israel. 
•​ Brief your CPA on the U.S.-Israel tax treaty, FEIE eligibility, and FBAR obligations. 
•​ Verify all supplements against the FIBA prohibited list. 

 

When You Arrive 
•​ Identify the mamad (protected room) or nearest bomb shelter in your apartment building 

on day one. 
•​ Open an Israeli bank account in the first week. Bring passport, work permit, employment 

contract, and proof of address. 
•​ Confirm your national insurance enrollment through your employer. 
•​ Get your tax file number and provide it to your club's payroll department. 
•​ Locate the nearest private hospital or clinic in your city. Ichilov and Assuta are the 

primary Tel Aviv options. 

 



During the Season 
•​ Track every payment date and amount. Keep records. 
•​ Escalate payment issues to your agent immediately and during the season, not after. 
•​ Plan your week around the Shabbat schedule from day one. Grocery shopping happens 

before Friday afternoon. 
•​ Engage with the culture. Israeli warmth and hospitality are genuine and players who 

reciprocate it tend to have excellent personal experiences. 

 

OverseasX Is Here 
If you are dealing with a payment dispute, a contract issue, a visa problem, or just need to talk to 
someone who has been through it, reach out through theoverseasx.com. 
With OverseasX, you'll never have to walk this journey alone. 
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