
Discussion point: Adapting cultural practices is tied up with recognising the critical role played by Indigenous Peoples and local communities in maintaining and supporting these practices and so we must focus on supporting the communities who give meaning and relevance to them. 

Discussion point: We need to figure out what cultural practices are innately climate resilient and then what are vulnerable to climate change – as our approaches to adapting them are going to be different. 

Discussion point – Adapting cultural practices is also going to be tied up with the ability to transmit these cultural practices to the next generation. 

Potential indicators:
· Tracks the transmission of these practices
· Mechanisms for documentation of these practices 
· Integration of cultural practices in educational programmes 
· Awareness building for public
· Allocation of resources to communities to record and transmit practices to next generation
· Inscription of traditional practices on List of intangible cultural heritage in need of urgent safeguarding as a means of preserving them and attracting attention to the urgency of maintaining climate stability and of robust climate action. 

Discussion point: Adapting some cultural practices will require the ability for communities who are in the frontline of climate change to be active agents in deciding how to best adapt their cultural practices which fits within their own worldviews and socio-cultural frameworks. This may mean integrating IPLC knowledge with science and creating plural knowledge systems – which requires a level of decolonising scientific knowledge systems and recognising the existence of multiple ontologies. 
 
Links with ICHN: 

Recommendation 2: Integrate traditional knowledge of communities with scientific knowledge

Recommendation 5: Recognize and support the active agency of victims 
We strongly encourage States Parties and relevant stakeholders to recognize and support the active agency of victims of climate change and climate-related disasters, enabling them to utilize their Indigenous Knowledge and local knowledge for self-empowerment, resettlement, and integration. 

Potential indicator: Financial and technical assistance provided to NGOs, communities, and groups, so that they may be active agents in deciding how to best adapt their cultural practices. 

Potential Indicator – Inclusion of cultural practices in national adaptation plans with clear work programs orientated towards the monitoring and documentation of cultural practices.

Potential Indicator – Inclusion of cultural practices in national adaptation plans with clear work programs orientated towards their role in developing community resilience.

Potential Indicator – Jo Clarke mentioned this which I completely agree with:

The other thing I would say is that I think it is not all about protecting tangible cultural heritage but managing change and decline in intangible heritage, which is inalienable from tangible heritage. In the management of change, Indigenous and local knowledge is really coming to the fore in equitable exchange of techniques, practices and technologies that will help keep alive existing lifeways, albeit changed.

Potential indicator: Number of work programs or research focused on revitalisation of cultural practices that support climate adaptation and mitigation – such as biocultural responses that focus on the preservation of both natural and cultural systems. 

Links with: Recommendation 7: Acknowledge ontological and biocultural diversity 
We draw the attention of State Parties and relevant stakeholders to the benefits of acknowledging the immense ontological diversity of the world and counsel the recognition of this diversity and biocultural diversity in general as a core element of global efforts towards climate action. The cultural and social values carried by land and seascapes are closely interlinked with their natural values (and affiliated bio-cultural practices). Integrated nature-culture approaches can improve both climate adaptation and conservation outcomes, while supporting the well- being of associated communities. We encourage State Parties to link their work in the 2003 Convention to the work of the UN Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and its “Joint Programme of Work on the links between biological and cultural diversity,” and the CBD “Programme of work on Article 8(j) and other provisions of the CBD related to indigenous peoples and local communities.” 

Discussion point – Adapting cultural practices in the face of climate mobility is going to be challenging and one that requires special consideration.
