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1. Understanding Your Contract 
Turkey is one of the premier basketball destinations in the world. The BSL (Basketbol Super 
Ligi) is a legitimate top-five league globally, the pay is strong, the competition is serious, and the 
infrastructure in major clubs is professional. It is also a market where players have lost 
significant money, had contracts voided without warning, and been stranded when clubs 
collapsed or changed ownership. Understanding what you are signing before you arrive is not 
optional. 

 

Contract Structure 
Turkish basketball contracts typically include a base salary, a housing allowance, a car or 
transportation allowance, and flight provisions. As with most overseas leagues, the base salary 
is almost always quoted gross. The net figure after Turkish income tax is what you will actually 
receive, and the difference can be significant. 

•​ Get every component of your compensation itemized separately in writing. Base salary, 
housing, car, flights, and any performance bonuses must each be specified with exact 
amounts and payment dates. 

•​ Housing provided directly by the club versus a cash housing allowance has different tax 
implications. Clarify which you are receiving. 

•​ Flight provisions should specify number of round trips, class of travel, and whether family 
members are included. Get this in the contract, not as a verbal promise. 

•​ Signing bonuses, if offered, must include a repayment clause so you understand under 
what conditions they are clawed back. 

 

Import Player Limits 
The BSL allows each team a set number of import (foreign) players on the roster and on the 
court at any given time. These rules are set by the Turkish Basketball Federation (TBF) and 
have changed over the years. 

•​ Current BSL rules typically allow three foreign players on the court at once, with 
additional foreign players permitted on the roster. 

•​ EuroLeague and EuroCup clubs operate under different import rules that are set by 
those competitions, not just the TBF. If you are signing with a club that competes in 
European competition, understand both sets of rules and how they interact. 

•​ Your playing time and leverage are directly tied to import limits. A rule change 
mid-season can affect your value to the team without violating your contract. 

 

Release Clauses and Early Termination 
Turkish club contracts have a history of early terminations, both legitimate and questionable. 
Protect yourself on both sides of this. 

•​ Negotiate a player-initiated release clause with a specific trigger condition, particularly 
one tied to non-payment. If the club misses payments by a defined number of days, you 
should have the right to declare the contract breached and leave. 



•​ Club-initiated release clauses are common. Read them carefully. Vague performance 
language gives clubs wide latitude to terminate. 

•​ Turkey is a FIBA-registered country. Contract disputes can be escalated to FIBA 
arbitration, but having a well-drafted contract is the foundation of any successful dispute 
resolution. 

 

Currency and Payment 
Salaries in Turkey can be structured in euros, U.S. dollars, or Turkish lira. Given Turkey's history 
of significant currency volatility and inflation, this is one of the most important contract terms you 
will negotiate. 

Negotiate in Hard 
Currency — Not Turkish 
Lira 
The Turkish lira has lost 
substantial value against the 
dollar and euro over the past 
decade. A salary quoted in 
lira at signing can be worth 
significantly less in real terms 
by the time the season ends. 
Always negotiate your salary 
in USD or EUR and specify 
that payment must be made 
in that currency or at the 
official exchange rate on the 
date of payment. 
If a club insists on lira 
payments, build a specific 
agreed exchange rate into 
the contract or walk away. 

Item What to Know 

Preferred Contract Currency USD or EUR — not Turkish lira 

Payment Frequency Typically monthly 

Wire Transfer Speed Generally faster than China — EU banking systems 

Currency Risk High if paid in lira — lira inflation is ongoing 

Signing Bonus Common — confirm repayment conditions in writing 
 



2. Work Visa and Residency in Turkey 
Turkey has a relatively clear process for getting professional athletes legally authorized to work, 
but the club is responsible for driving that process and the timeline matters. Do not assume 
anything is handled until you have seen the documentation yourself. 

 

Visa on Arrival and e-Visa 
U.S. citizens can enter Turkey on a tourist visa or e-Visa for short stays. The e-Visa is obtained 
online before travel and allows a stay of up to 90 days within a 180-day period. However, a 
tourist visa does not authorize you to work. You need a work permit and the appropriate 
residence permit to play professionally in Turkey. 

Do Not Start Playing on a Tourist Visa 
Entering Turkey as a tourist and then beginning paid professional activity without a work permit 
is illegal. 
Some clubs will tell you to come over and they will handle the permit later. Push back. Your legal 
status in the country is your responsibility. 
If there is a delay in processing, clarify in writing with your club who bears responsibility for any 
fines or legal complications that result. 

 

Work Permit Process 
The work permit for professional athletes in Turkey is issued by the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, not the standard labor ministry. The process runs through your club. 

1.​ The club submits a work permit application to the Ministry of Youth and Sports on your 
behalf. 

2.​ The ministry reviews the application. Processing times can range from a few weeks to 
over a month. 

3.​ Once the work permit is approved, you apply for a residence permit at the local 
population directorate (DGMM) in Turkey. 

4.​ The residence permit allows you to legally reside and work in Turkey for the duration 
specified. 

5.​ If your contract is extended or you change clubs, the permits must be updated 
accordingly. 

 

Residence Permit 
The residence permit (ikamet izni) is what you will use day to day to prove your legal status in 
Turkey. It is issued as a card and should be kept with you. 

•​ Short-term residence permits are the most common for professional athletes and are tied 
to your employment contract. 

•​ You must register your address with local authorities. Your club typically assists with this 
process. 



•​ If you travel outside Turkey and re-enter, your residence permit allows re-entry as long 
as it is valid. 

Document Details 

Short-Stay Entry e-Visa (90 days max, tourist only) 

Work Authorization Work Permit via Ministry of Youth and Sports 

Residency Document Residence Permit (ikamet izni) 

Issued By DGMM (Directorate General of Migration Management) 

Processing Time Several weeks — start early 

Passport Validity Required At least 6 months beyond permit expiry 
 



3. Taxes: What You Owe and Where 
Turkey has a progressive income tax system and as a professional athlete earning income in 
Turkey you are subject to Turkish income tax. You are also still obligated to the IRS in the 
United States. Managing both correctly is essential. 

 

Turkish Income Tax 
Turkey's individual income tax rates are progressive. For professional athletes at BSL salary 
levels, you will typically be in the upper brackets. 

Annual Income (TRY) Tax Rate 

Up to TRY 110,000/yr 15% 

TRY 110,001 – 230,000/yr 20% 

TRY 230,001 – 580,000/yr 27% 

TRY 580,001 – 3,000,000/yr 35% 

Over TRY 3,000,000/yr 40% 

 
These brackets are adjusted periodically by the Turkish government. Your club's payroll 
department should be withholding income tax on your behalf, but verify that this is happening. 
Ask for a payslip that shows gross pay, tax withheld, and net pay clearly. 

 

Social Security Contributions 
Turkey has a social security system (SGK). Professional athletes may have SGK contributions 
withheld from their salary as well. Depending on your contract structure, the club may cover 
these contributions or they may come out of your gross pay. Get this clarified before signing. 

 

Tax Treaties 
The United States and Turkey have a tax treaty in place that can reduce or eliminate double 
taxation on certain types of income. This treaty may affect how much you owe to the IRS on 
your Turkish income. The details depend on your specific situation, which is why a qualified 
expat tax professional is essential. 

 

U.S. Tax Obligations 
•​ You are required to file a U.S. federal tax return on your worldwide income regardless of 

where you live. 
•​ The Foreign Earned Income Exclusion (FEIE) may allow you to exclude a portion of your 

Turkish income from U.S. taxation if you qualify under the bona fide residence or 
physical presence test. 



•​ The Foreign Tax Credit allows you to offset U.S. taxes owed with taxes already paid to 
Turkey. 

•​ FBAR filing is required if your Turkish bank account balance exceeds $10,000 at any 
point during the year. Do not skip this. 

Use a CPA Who Specializes in Overseas Athletes 
The combination of Turkish income tax, the U.S.-Turkey tax treaty, FEIE, foreign tax credits, and 
FBAR requires specialized knowledge. 
A general tax preparer will not handle this correctly. The cost of getting it wrong exceeds the cost 
of the right accountant. 
OverseasX can connect you with professionals who have done this specifically for overseas 
basketball players. 

 



4. Healthcare and Insurance 
Turkey has a well-developed healthcare system with high-quality private hospitals, particularly in 
Istanbul and Ankara. As a professional athlete, your club is responsible for sports-related 
medical care, but your coverage outside of that scope requires planning. 

 

Club-Provided Medical Care 
BSL clubs are expected to provide medical staff, physiotherapy, and coverage for injuries 
sustained in team activities. Top-tier clubs have strong medical infrastructure. Smaller clubs in 
lower divisions may not. 

•​ Confirm before signing what medical resources your specific club has on staff. 
•​ Serious injuries typically go to contracted hospitals or sports medicine facilities the club 

has established relationships with. 
•​ Non-sports medical needs, dental, vision, and mental health are generally not covered 

by club medical arrangements. 

 

Private Hospitals in Turkey 
Turkey has a strong private hospital sector. Major chains like Acibadem, Memorial, and Liv 
Hospital operate across the country and are accustomed to treating international patients. Many 
have English-speaking staff, particularly in Istanbul. 

•​ Istanbul: Acibadem hospitals (multiple locations), Memorial Sisli, Liv Hospital 
•​ Ankara: Acibadem Ankara, Guven Hospital 
•​ Izmir: Acibadem Izmir, Kent Hospital 
•​ Other BSL cities: Identify the nearest private hospital before you need it. 

 

International Health Insurance 
Carry your own international health insurance policy throughout your contract. Your club 
coverage is limited and private hospital care in Turkey, while excellent, is expensive without 
insurance. 

•​ Your policy should include emergency medical evacuation coverage. 
•​ Mental health coverage is worth having. Playing abroad, especially in a city far from a 

major expat community, can be isolating. 
•​ Confirm the policy covers the full duration of your contract including any extension 

periods. 
•​ Turkey has a reciprocal health agreement with some countries but not the United States. 

Do not assume any public coverage applies to you. 
 



5. Laws That Will Surprise You 
Turkey operates under a legal system that blends civil law with elements influenced by its 
history and its current political environment. As a foreign national and a professional athlete with 
a public profile, there are specific areas where you need to be careful. 

 

Drug Laws 
Turkey has strict drug laws. Possession of controlled substances, including marijuana, is a 
criminal offense that can result in arrest, detention, and serious legal consequences. 

•​ Marijuana is illegal throughout Turkey regardless of what is legal in your home state. 
•​ Penalties range from mandatory drug treatment programs for personal possession to 

significant prison sentences for trafficking or distribution. 
•​ Turkish police conduct drug enforcement actively in entertainment districts, particularly in 

Istanbul. 
•​ CBD products fall in a legal gray area in Turkey and are generally not worth the risk. Do 

not bring them. 

Supplements and Anti-Doping 
Turkey participates in FIBA anti-doping programs and also has its own sports authority testing. 
Certain supplements that are legal and widely used in the U.S. may contain substances banned 
under FIBA or Turkish sports authority regulations. 
Check every supplement you take before your season begins. The TBF and FIBA both maintain 
banned substance lists. Verify against both. 

 

Political Speech and Social Media 
Turkey has laws related to insulting the Turkish nation, the president, or state institutions that 
have been used to prosecute both citizens and foreigners. This is not hypothetical — journalists, 
academics, and public figures have faced legal action under these provisions. 

•​ Avoid posting content that could be interpreted as insulting Turkey, Turkish political 
figures, or Turkish institutions on any social media platform. 

•​ Comments about the Kurdish conflict, political opposition, or government policy carry 
real legal risk for a foreign national with a public profile. 

•​ Be cautious in private conversations as well. Turkey has a history of monitoring 
communications in certain contexts. 

 

Alcohol 
Alcohol is legal in Turkey and widely available, particularly in major cities and tourist areas. 
However, Turkey is a majority-Muslim country and alcohol culture varies significantly by region 
and community. 

•​ Alcohol is sold in licensed establishments and liquor stores (tekel). Purchasing and 
drinking in private settings is legal. 



•​ Drinking in public spaces or near mosques is frowned upon and in some cases 
restricted. 

•​ Some smaller cities and conservative regions have a much lower tolerance for visible 
alcohol consumption than Istanbul. Read your environment. 

 

Dress Code and Cultural Conduct 
Turkey is secular but culturally Muslim. In most urban areas and tourist zones, Western dress is 
completely normal. In more conservative areas and definitely inside mosques or religious sites, 
more conservative dress is expected. 

•​ When visiting mosques, cover your shoulders and legs and remove your shoes. 
•​ Public displays of affection are more tolerated in Istanbul and coastal tourist cities than in 

interior and eastern regions of the country. 

 

Photography 
Photographing military installations, government buildings, and border areas is illegal. As a 
tourist or expat taking general photos, the risk is low, but be aware of your surroundings in 
politically sensitive locations. 

 

Law Enforcement 
If you are detained or questioned by Turkish police, remain calm, do not resist, and request to 
contact the U.S. Consulate. Do not sign any documents you have not fully read and understood. 

•​ U.S. Embassy Ankara: +90 312 455 5555 
•​ U.S. Consulate Istanbul: +90 212 335 9000 
•​ Register with the STEP program at step.state.gov before you travel. 

 



6. Culture and Daily Life 
Turkey is one of the more culturally rich overseas basketball destinations. Players who engage 
with the culture tend to have genuinely good experiences. Istanbul in particular is a world-class 
city. But Turkey is also a country of significant regional variation and some lifestyle adjustments 
that American players do not always anticipate. 

 

Language 
Turkish is the official language. In Istanbul and major tourist areas, English is widely spoken in 
restaurants, hotels, and commercial settings. In other BSL cities, particularly smaller markets, 
English proficiency is lower and you will need to rely on your club liaison or translation tools. 

•​ Learn basic Turkish phrases before you arrive. Turkish people respond very positively to 
foreigners making an effort with the language. 

•​ Google Translate handles Turkish well. Download the offline Turkish language pack. 
•​ Your club should provide a liaison or translator for essential tasks like setting up banking, 

signing for your apartment, and medical appointments. 

 

Food 
Turkish food is excellent and varied. This is rarely a problem for American players — the cuisine 
is rich, meat-heavy, fresh, and widely available at reasonable prices. 

•​ Breakfast in Turkey is a cultural institution. A traditional Turkish breakfast includes 
cheeses, olives, eggs, tomatoes, cucumbers, bread, and tea. Many players genuinely 
enjoy this aspect of the culture. 

•​ Lamb and beef are the dominant proteins. Pork is not common and is absent from most 
traditional Turkish restaurants due to the Muslim majority population, though it is 
available at international supermarkets and some restaurants in Istanbul. 

•​ Vegetarian and vegan options are more limited outside of Istanbul. If you have dietary 
restrictions, identify your options in your specific city early. 

•​ Tap water is technically treated but most locals and expats drink bottled water. Use 
bottled or filtered water. 

 

Cost of Living 
Turkey has become significantly more affordable for people earning in USD or EUR due to the 
depreciation of the Turkish lira. This works in your favor if your salary is in hard currency. 

•​ Rent, food, and transportation are all relatively affordable compared to Western Europe. 
•​ Istanbul is more expensive than other Turkish cities but still affordable by major 

European city standards. 
•​ Imported goods and international brands are more expensive due to import duties. 

 

 



Transportation 
Major Turkish cities have developed transportation infrastructure. 

•​ Istanbul has an extensive metro, tram, and ferry system. The city is large and traffic can 
be severe — the public transit network is genuinely the better option for most daily 
movement. 

•​ Uber operates in Turkey but Bitaksi and other local ride-sharing apps are also widely 
used. 

•​ Long-distance travel between Turkish cities is served by Turkish Airlines and a domestic 
carrier network that is efficient and reasonably priced. 

•​ Driving in Turkey requires a valid international driver's permit alongside your U.S. license 
for the first six months. After that, a Turkish license is required. Most players do not drive 
themselves. 

 

Time Zone 
Turkey operates on Turkey Time (TRT), which is UTC+3 year-round. Turkey does not observe 
daylight saving time. 

•​ When it is 8:00 AM in New York (EST), it is 3:00 PM in Turkey. 
•​ When it is 8:00 AM in Los Angeles (PST), it is 6:00 PM in Turkey. 
•​ The time zone overlap with the U.S. East Coast is manageable — evening calls home 

work reasonably well. 

 

Religion and Ramadan 
Turkey is a secular state but a majority-Muslim country. Ramadan, the Islamic month of fasting, 
will affect your daily life depending on when your season overlaps with it. 

•​ During Ramadan, some restaurants close during daylight hours, particularly in more 
conservative cities. Food availability is not a problem in major cities or tourist areas. 

•​ The end of Ramadan (Eid al-Fitr) is a national holiday and a significant cultural event. 
Businesses close and travel increases dramatically. Plan accordingly. 

•​ Showing awareness of and respect for Ramadan — even as a non-Muslim — goes a 
long way in building relationships with teammates, staff, and the local community. 

 



7. Turkish Basketball League Structure 
Turkish basketball is among the best-organized and most competitive in the world. The BSL has 
produced NBA players, consistently sends clubs deep into EuroLeague competition, and 
maintains a culture of serious professional basketball at every level. 

 

BSL — Basketbol Super Ligi 
The BSL is the top professional basketball league in Turkey and one of the premier leagues in 
Europe. It currently has 16 clubs and operates under the Turkish Basketball Federation (TBF). 

Category Details 

Teams 16 clubs 

Season October through May (including playoffs) 

Import Players (court) Typically 3 foreign players on court simultaneously 

EuroLeague Clubs Anadolu Efes, Fenerbahce Beko (regular EuroLeague 
participants) 

EuroCup Clubs Several BSL clubs compete in EuroCup annually 

Salary Range (Imports) Varies widely — mid-tier: $150K-$400K; top clubs: $500K+ 

Playoffs Top 8 teams qualify for BSL playoffs 

Governing Body Turkish Basketball Federation (TBF) 

 

EuroLeague and EuroCup 
Several BSL clubs compete simultaneously in European competition. This creates a 
dual-competition calendar that directly affects your workload, travel, and playing time. 

•​ EuroLeague is the top European club competition. Anadolu Efes and Fenerbahce Beko 
are regular participants. Playing for one of these clubs means more travel, more games, 
and a higher level of competition. It also means more exposure. 

•​ EuroCup is the second tier of European club competition. Multiple BSL clubs compete in 
EuroCup each season. 

•​ If you sign with a club in European competition, understand the full schedule before 
signing. The physical demand is significantly higher than a domestic-only schedule. 

 

BSL Second Division — TBL (Turkiye Basketbol Ligi) 
The TBL is the second division of Turkish basketball. It also uses import players and feeds into 
the BSL through promotion and relegation. 

•​ TBL salaries are significantly lower than BSL deals but can be a legitimate entry point 
into Turkish basketball. 

•​ Several TBL clubs are professional operations with serious infrastructure. 



 

Season Format 
The BSL regular season runs from October through March, with playoffs extending to May. The 
schedule is dense, particularly for clubs in European competition. 

•​ BSL games are typically played on weekends. EuroLeague and EuroCup games are 
scheduled mid-week. A European club can play three games per week during busy 
stretches. 

•​ There is no extended winter break comparable to some other European leagues. The 
season runs continuously from October onward. 

•​ Turkish national team FIBA windows are observed. Clubs are required to release players 
for national team duty, which affects roster availability during those periods. 

 



8. City and Team Breakdown 
Turkey is a country of enormous regional variation. The experience of playing in Istanbul is 
completely different from playing in Gaziantep or Bursa. Understanding where you are going — 
not just which team — is part of making a smart decision. 

 

Istanbul — Anadolu Efes, Fenerbahce Beko, Besiktas, Galatasaray 
Istanbul is one of the great cities in the world. Playing there is a genuinely special experience 
and the basketball culture around the top Istanbul clubs is among the most passionate in 
Europe. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Exceptional. Fenerbahce Beko and Anadolu Efes are global clubs with 
deeply loyal, knowledgeable fan bases. The atmospheres at Ulker Sports Arena and 
Sinan Erdem Dome are elite by any standard. 

•​ Lifestyle: Istanbul is a 15-million-person city spanning two continents. International food, 
nightlife, cultural sites, expat communities, and world-class infrastructure. The 
adjustment for American players is minimal compared to most overseas destinations. 

•​ Climate: Mild. Warm summers, cool winters. Occasional snow. Humidity from the 
Bosphorus. Generally comfortable year-round. 

•​ Common Traps: Traffic in Istanbul is among the worst of any city in the world. Crossing 
from the European side to the Asian side during rush hour can take over an hour. Know 
where your apartment is relative to your training facility before you commit to a location. 

•​ Cost: The most expensive Turkish city but still affordable by European major-city 
standards, particularly if earning in USD or EUR. 

 

Ankara — Turk Telekom, TOFAS (nearby Bursa) 
Ankara is Turkey's capital and second-largest city. It is a political and administrative center with 
a different character from Istanbul — more conservative, less touristy, but fully functional as a 
place to live. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Turk Telekom has a dedicated fanbase. The atmosphere is solid without 
reaching the intensity of the Istanbul clubs. 

•​ Lifestyle: Large enough to have good international infrastructure. Less English spoken 
than Istanbul. A strong university population gives the city energy. More conservative 
culturally than the coastal cities. 

•​ Climate: Continental climate with cold winters and hot summers. More extreme 
temperature ranges than Istanbul. 

•​ Common Traps: Ankara can feel isolated compared to Istanbul. The expat community is 
smaller. Players who do well there tend to be self-sufficient and focused on the 
basketball. 

 

Izmir — Pinar Karsiyaka, Karsi 
Izmir is Turkey's third-largest city, located on the Aegean coast. It has a reputation as one of 
Turkey's most modern, secular, and cosmopolitan cities outside of Istanbul. 



•​ Crowd Vibe: Pinar Karsiyaka has a loyal and energetic fan base. Karsiyaka as a club 
has competed at EuroCup level and the atmosphere reflects that ambition. 

•​ Lifestyle: Coastal, relaxed, and genuinely pleasant. Good weather, seafood-heavy 
cuisine, beach access. More open and secular in character than Ankara or interior cities. 
Many players who have played in Izmir cite it as one of their better overseas 
experiences. 

•​ Climate: Mediterranean. Hot dry summers, mild winters. One of the best climates in 
Turkey. 

•​ Common Traps: Smaller international community than Istanbul. Less English 
infrastructure. But the quality of daily life is high enough that most players adapt quickly. 

 

Bursa — TOFAS 
Bursa is an industrial city southeast of Istanbul, historically significant and home to TOFAS, one 
of the more respected mid-tier BSL clubs. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Consistent and loyal. TOFAS has a history of development and the fan 
base takes the club seriously. 

•​ Lifestyle: Bursa is a functional mid-sized Turkish city. Not as cosmopolitan as Istanbul or 
Izmir but a legitimate place to live. Day trips to Istanbul are feasible. Mountains nearby 
offer outdoor options. 

•​ Climate: Moderate. Can get snow in winter. More continental than coastal cities. 

 

Gaziantep — Gaziantep Basketbol 
Gaziantep is in southeastern Turkey, near the Syrian border. It is a significant commercial city 
with a strong local identity and a passionate sports culture. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Intense and regional-pride-driven. Sports mean a lot to the city and home 
games carry real energy. 

•​ Lifestyle: More conservative than western Turkish cities. Less English spoken. Less 
expat infrastructure. The food in Gaziantep is genuinely exceptional — the city is famous 
throughout Turkey for its cuisine, particularly its kebabs and baklava. 

•​ Climate: Hot and dry in summer, cold in winter. 
•​ Common Traps: The proximity to the Syrian border makes some players uncomfortable 

from a personal security standpoint. The actual security situation in Gaziantep the city is 
generally stable, but it requires awareness and you should monitor travel advisories. 

 

Mersin — Mersin Buyuksehir 
Mersin is a Mediterranean port city in southern Turkey. It has a laid-back coastal character and 
is significantly more relaxed in lifestyle than the major inland cities. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Developing. The club has been building its profile in the BSL. 
•​ Lifestyle: Coastal, warm, and affordable. Good seafood. Relatively relaxed pace. Less 

expat infrastructure but easy to live in. 
•​ Climate: Mediterranean. Hot summers, very mild winters. One of the warmest climates in 

Turkey. 



 

Trabzon — Trabzonspor Basketball 
Trabzon is on the Black Sea coast in northeastern Turkey. It is a fiercely proud sports city, most 
famous for its football club, but basketball has a presence there as well. 

•​ Crowd Vibe: Trabzon sports fans are among the most passionate in Turkey. If basketball 
draws that same energy, the atmosphere is real. 

•​ Lifestyle: Smaller city. Less international infrastructure. Green, coastal, and culturally 
distinct from western Turkey. Players who enjoy a quieter life in a tight-knit community 
can thrive here. 

•​ Climate: Humid subtropical. Rainy and lush. Cooler summers than the south. Known for 
fog and cloud cover. 

 



9. Salary Protection and Late Payments 
Payment issues in Turkish basketball are a documented reality. The BSL's top clubs — 
particularly those in EuroLeague — have generally strong payment histories. Mid-tier and 
lower-division clubs have more variable records. Going in with the right contract protections and 
knowing exactly what to do when payments are late can be the difference between getting paid 
and going home empty-handed. 

 

What Your Contract Must Include 
•​ Exact payment dates — monthly or bi-monthly with specific calendar dates. 
•​ A penalty provision for late payment, including interest on delayed amounts. 
•​ A player-initiated release clause triggered by non-payment after a defined grace period, 

typically 30 to 45 days. 
•​ Language specifying that salary is paid in hard currency (USD or EUR) or at a defined 

exchange rate, not in lira at whatever rate the club decides. 
•​ Clear terms around what happens to your salary if you are injured and cannot play, 

including a guaranteed salary provision. 

 

When a Payment Is Late 
6.​ Document the missed payment immediately. Note the date, the amount owed, and the 

contract provision that was violated. 
7.​ Notify your agent in writing the day the payment is late. Do not wait to see if it resolves 

itself. 
8.​ Your agent should send a formal written notice to the club's general manager referencing 

the contract terms and the specific payment missed. 
9.​ If the club does not respond within the grace period in your contract, a formal dispute 

can be initiated. 
10.​The TBF has a dispute resolution process. FIBA arbitration is available for contracts 

registered with FIBA. Know which route applies to your specific contract. 

 

FIBA Dispute Resolution 
Turkey is a FIBA member federation. If your contract is registered with FIBA (which all BSL 
contracts involving import players should be), you have access to FIBA's dispute resolution 
mechanism. 

•​ A FIBA complaint formally puts the federation on notice that there is a dispute and 
initiates a mediation or arbitration process. 

•​ The strength of your case depends entirely on how clearly your contract documents the 
payment terms. This is why specificity at the contract stage is so important. 

•​ CAS (Court of Arbitration for Sport) is the last-resort international arbitration body if FIBA 
processes do not resolve the dispute. 



Your Leverage Is Timing 
Once a season ends and you have left Turkey, recovering unpaid salary becomes significantly 
harder. 
If payments are running significantly behind, raise the issue during the season while you still 
have leverage — your presence on the court is the club's primary incentive to pay you. 
Do not wait until the season is over to escalate a serious payment dispute. 

 



10. Financial Setup in Turkey 
Getting your financial infrastructure in place quickly when you arrive makes the rest of the 
season significantly smoother. Turkey's banking system is developed and functional, and the 
process of getting set up is more straightforward than in some other overseas markets. 

 

Opening a Turkish Bank Account 
You will need a Turkish bank account to receive your salary. Major banks with good service 
infrastructure include Garanti BBVA, Akbank, Is Bankasi, and Ziraat Bankasi. Garanti BBVA and 
Akbank tend to have more English-language support. 

11.​Bring your passport, residence permit or work permit, and a letter from your club 
confirming your employment. 

12.​Some banks require a Turkish tax identification number (vergi kimlik numarasi). Your 
club or a local accountant can help you obtain this quickly. 

13.​Request an account that supports international wire transfers in foreign currency. 
14.​You will receive a Turkish debit card (typically Visa or Mastercard branded) that works 

across Turkey and internationally. 

 

Turkish Tax ID Number 
The vergi kimlik numarasi (tax ID) is required for many financial and administrative processes in 
Turkey, including opening a bank account and signing a lease. It can be obtained at the local tax 
office (vergi dairesi) or online through the Revenue Administration website. Your club's 
administrative staff should be able to walk you through this on your first week. 

 

Sending Money Home 
Getting money from your Turkish bank account to your U.S. account is generally more 
straightforward than in China but still requires attention. 

•​ International wire transfers from Turkish banks to U.S. accounts typically process in 3 to 
5 business days. 

•​ If your salary is in EUR or USD, you can transfer in that currency to avoid unnecessary 
conversion losses. 

•​ Services like Currencies Direct (an OverseasX partner) can help you get better 
exchange rates than going through your bank directly when converting lira. 

•​ Turkey does not have the same capital controls as China, so transferring money out is 
generally less complicated. 

 

Daily Payments 
Turkey uses a mix of card payments and cash. Unlike China, mobile payment apps are not as 
dominant, though contactless card payments are widely accepted. 

•​ Visa and Mastercard are accepted at most restaurants, stores, and hotels in major cities. 



•​ Cash (Turkish lira) is still useful for markets, taxis, and smaller local businesses. 
•​ ATMs are widely available and your U.S. bank debit card will work, though fees apply. 

Set up your Turkish account quickly to avoid ongoing ATM fees. 

Item Notes 

Turkish Bank Account Required — needed for salary receipt 

Tax ID (Vergi No) Required before opening bank account 

Card Payments Visa/Mastercard widely accepted 

Cash Useful for smaller vendors and taxis 

International Transfers Straightforward — no capital controls 

Currency Risk Convert hard currency earnings strategically — lira is volatile 
 



11. Legal Risk Summary 
This section summarizes the highest areas of legal exposure for American players in Turkey. 
Read it before you travel. 

 
Risk Area What You Need to Know 

Drug Possession Criminal offense. Marijuana and other controlled substances are 
illegal. Penalties range from treatment programs to prison. No 
tolerance for CBD brought from the U.S. 

Working Without Proper 
Authorization 

Do not start playing before your work permit is processed. 
Tourist visa does not authorize professional work. 

Political Speech Laws against insulting Turkish national identity, the president, or 
state institutions carry real legal risk for foreign nationals with a 
public profile. 

Currency Contract Disputes Contracts denominated in lira expose you to significant 
purchasing power loss. Always negotiate in hard currency. 

Unpaid Salary Document everything. Escalate early through your agent. 
Waiting until after the season ends significantly reduces your 
leverage. 

Supplement and 
Anti-Doping Violations 

Verify all supplements against FIBA and TBF banned lists. 
Testing occurs throughout the season. 

Failure to Register 
Residency 

Work with your club to ensure address registration is completed 
correctly. 

U.S. Tax Non-Compliance FBAR filing is mandatory for foreign accounts over $10,000. File 
correctly every year regardless of where you live. 

Photography in Restricted 
Areas 

Avoid photographing military or government installations. 

 

U.S. Government Contact Information in Turkey 
U.S. Embassy Ankara: +90 312 455 5555 
U.S. Consulate Istanbul: +90 212 335 9000 
U.S. Consulate Adana: +90 322 346 6262 
STEP Registration: step.state.gov — register before you travel 

 



12. Key Takeaways 
Turkey is one of the best overseas basketball destinations in the world. The competition is elite, 
the pay at the top of the market is strong, the culture is rich, and Istanbul is one of the great 
cities on the planet. Players who prepare correctly and protect themselves contractually tend to 
have strong experiences. Players who show up without doing their homework leave money on 
the table or come home without being fully paid. 

 

Before You Sign 
•​ Negotiate your salary in USD or EUR. Never accept a lira-denominated contract without 

understanding the currency risk. 
•​ Get every compensation component itemized: base, housing, car, flights, bonuses. 
•​ Negotiate a non-payment release clause with a specific trigger date. 
•​ Understand the import player rules for the current season and how they affect your 

playing time. 
•​ If signing with a EuroLeague or EuroCup club, review the full calendar. The schedule is 

significantly heavier than domestic-only. 

 

Before You Travel 
•​ Confirm your work permit is being processed. Do not enter Turkey to work on a tourist 

visa. 
•​ Register with the U.S. Embassy STEP program at step.state.gov. 
•​ Verify all your supplements against FIBA and TBF banned substance lists. 
•​ Brief your CPA on your Turkish contract for FBAR and foreign tax credit planning. 

 

When You Arrive 
•​ Get your Turkish tax ID number in the first week. You will need it for banking and other 

administrative tasks. 
•​ Open a Turkish bank account before your first salary payment is due. 
•​ Locate the nearest private hospital or clinic in your city. 
•​ Confirm your residency registration through your club. 
•​ Download a translation app with offline Turkish support. 

 

During the Season 
•​ Track every payment date and amount. Keep records. 
•​ Escalate payment issues to your agent immediately — do not wait. 
•​ Be mindful of political content on all social media platforms. 
•​ Engage with the culture. Turkish hospitality is genuine and the country rewards players 

who meet it halfway. 



 

OverseasX Is Here 
If you are dealing with a payment dispute, a contract issue, a visa problem, or just need to talk to 
someone who has been through it, reach out through theoverseasx.com. 
With OverseasX, you'll never have to walk this journey alone. 
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