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Germany has become one of the most attractive basketball destinations in Europe over the past
decade. The BBL (Basketball Bundesliga) has grown in profile, investment, and salary. The
country is well-organized, the legal system is transparent, and clubs generally operate
professionally. It is also a market where German bureaucracy, tax complexity, and specific
contractual traps have caught American players off guard. Understanding what you are signing
— and what the German legal framework means for how that contract operates — is the
foundation of a good experience here.

Contract Structure

BBL contracts typically include a base salary, housing allowance or club-provided
accommodation, a car or transportation provision, and round-trip flight coverage. Germany is
part of the EU and contracts here operate within a legal framework that provides more player
protections than many other overseas markets — but only if you understand those protections
and how to use them.

+ Base salary is almost always quoted gross. Germany has a progressive income tax
system with high rates at professional athlete salary levels. The net figure after tax is
significantly lower than the gross. Factor this in before agreeing to any number.

* Housing allowances paid as cash are treated as taxable income in Germany.
Club-arranged housing may have different tax treatment. The structure of your housing
provision can meaningfully affect your net pay.

» Car provisions are common. A club car is a taxable benefit in Germany — the monetary
value of personal use is added to your taxable income. Understand this before accepting
a car as part of your package.

* Flight provisions should specify number of round trips, class of travel, and whether family
members are included. Get this in the written contract.

* German employment law provides workers with protections around notice periods,
wrongful termination, and sick pay. These apply to professional athletes in some
respects. Have a German sports attorney review your contract.

Import Player Rules

The BBL has specific rules governing foreign (non-German, non-EU) players on rosters and on
the court. These rules are set by the Basketball Bundesliga organization and are subject to
change.

» BBL rules typically allow a defined number of non-EU players per roster. U.S. players
count as non-EU unless they hold EU citizenship or a valid EU passport through another
nationality.

* If you hold dual citizenship including any EU country nationality, clarify your classification
with the club upfront. This affects your import slot status and can significantly affect your
leverage and contract terms.

» BBL clubs competing in EuroLeague or EuroCup operate under additional import
regulations set by those competitions. If your club is in European play, understand both
sets of rules.



EU Classification and Its Impact

Germany is a member of the European Union. This has significant practical implications for
American players.

EU citizens (including players from France, Spain, Italy, and other EU countries) do not
count against import limits. This increases competition for non-EU import slots and can
affect your negotiating position.

Some American players have obtained EU passports through ancestry or naturalization
in another EU country. If this applies to you, it can open more doors and improve your
contract position significantly.

Germany's labor laws and worker protections are among the strongest in Europe. These
apply to your employment contract and can work in your favor if a dispute arises.

Currency and Payment

Germany uses the euro. This is one of the most straightforward currency situations in European
basketball — you are being paid in a stable hard currency with no conversion risk on the
German side.

Contracts are denominated in euros. Wire transfers from German banks to U.S.
accounts in USD involve a EUR to USD conversion at the time of transfer.

Germany has no capital controls. International transfers process cleanly and typically
arrive within 1 to 3 business days.

Tax withholding in Germany is handled through the payroll system. Your employer
deducts income tax, solidarity surcharge, and social insurance contributions before you
receive your net pay.

Contract Currency Euro (EUR) — stable hard currency
Payment Frequency Monthly

Wire Transfer Speed 1-3 business days to U.S. accounts
Currency Risk Minimal — EUR is a global reserve currency
Capital Controls None — transfers are unrestricted

Tax Withholding Handled by employer payroll — request payslips



Germany is in the European Union and the Schengen Area. Entry for U.S. citizens is visa-free
for short stays but working professionally requires specific authorization. German immigration
processes are thorough and bureaucratic — start early and stay on top of every step.

Visa-Free Entry

U.S. citizens can enter Germany and the Schengen Area without a visa for up to 90 days within
any 180-day period. This covers initial arrival and short pre-season periods. However, playing
under a professional contract without proper work authorization is illegal.

Work Visa and Residence Permit

To work legally as a professional athlete in Germany, you need either a work visa obtained
before arrival or a residence permit with work authorization obtained after arrival. The specific
pathway depends on your situation and how quickly the club can process paperwork.

1. Before arriving: Your club applies for a work visa on your behalf at the German consulate
in the U.S. The Employment Visa or the Athlete-Specific Visa pathway requires your
signed contract, proof of qualification, and club documentation.

2. After arriving: If you enter on visa-free status, you must apply for a residence permit with
work authorization at the local Auslanderbehorde (Foreigners' Office) in your city. This
must be done before your 90-day visa-free period expires.

3. The Auslanderbehorde appointment system in major German cities can have long wait
times. Your club should book your appointment as early as possible — ideally before you
arrive.

4. You will receive a residence permit card (Aufenthaltstitel) that serves as your
authorization to live and work in Germany for the specified period.

5. If your contract is extended or renewed, your residence permit must be renewed
accordingly before it expires.

Germany's immigration system is thorough and appointment-based. Waiting times at the
Auslanderbehorde in cities like Berlin, Munich, and Hamburg can run weeks or months.

Your club should be driving this process from the moment your contract is signed. Follow up
proactively.

Do not assume anything is handled until you have seen the documents yourself.

Anmeldung — Address Registration

Every person living in Germany, including foreign workers, is legally required to register their
address with the local residents' registration office (Einwohnermeldeamt or Burgeramt) within 14
days of moving into a new residence. This is called the Anmeldung.



* The Anmeldung produces a registration certificate (Meldebescheinigung) that is required
for opening a bank account, registering for tax purposes, and many other administrative
processes.

* Do not skip this step. It is a legal requirement and failing to register can create
complications with your residence permit and other official processes.
* Your club should assist with this, but confirm it is done. Bring your passport, residence

permit, and a signed document from your landlord confirming your address
(Wohnungsgeberbestatigung).

Visa-Free Entry 90 days in any 180-day period (Schengen)

Work Authorization Residence Permit with work authorization

Issued By Auslanderbehorde (local Foreigners' Office)

Address Registration Anmeldung — required within 14 days

Registration Certificate Meldebescheinigung — needed for banking and taxes
EU Membership Germany is in the EU and Schengen Area

Passport Validity At least 6 months beyond permit expiry recommended



Germany has one of the most complex tax systems in Europe. For American professional
athletes, the combination of German income tax, solidarity surcharge, church tax
considerations, social insurance contributions, and U.S. federal tax obligations creates a
situation that requires a specialist to manage correctly. This section gives you the framework. A
qualified expat tax professional handles the execution.

German Income Tax (Einkommensteuer)

Germany uses a progressive income tax system. Rates increase with income and at BBL salary
levels you will be in the upper brackets.

Up to EUR 11,604/yr 0% (basic allowance)

EUR 11,605 — 17,005/yr 14% (rising progressively)
EUR 17,006 — 66,760/yr 14%—-42% (progressive zone)
EUR 66,761 — 277,825/yr 42%

Over EUR 277,826/yr 45% (Reichsteuer)

At typical BBL import player salaries, you will be in the 42% bracket for a significant portion of
your income. This is the single most important financial reality of playing in Germany and it must
be factored into every salary negotiation.

Solidarity Surcharge (Solidaritatzuschlag)

On top of income tax, Germany applies a solidarity surcharge. Originally introduced to fund
reunification costs, it was reduced significantly for most taxpayers in 2021 but still applies to
higher earners. At BBL salary levels, the solidarity surcharge continues to apply and adds
approximately 5.5% on top of your income tax liability.

Church Tax (Kirchensteuer)

Germany automatically levies a church tax of 8% to 9% of your income tax if you are registered
as a member of a recognized religious denomination. This is collected through the payroll
system based on your tax registration.

+ If you are not a member of a German-recognized church denomination, you can declare
this during your tax registration (Steuerklasse) process and avoid this additional levy.

» This is a step many American players miss because it requires an affirmative
declaration. Work with your club's administrative staff to handle this correctly from the
start.



Social Insurance Contributions

German law requires contributions to the social insurance system, covering health insurance,
pension insurance, unemployment insurance, and long-term care insurance. Both employer and
employee portions apply.

+ Total employee social insurance contributions typically run approximately 20% of gross
salary up to certain income ceilings.

* At higher salary levels, some contributions are capped because contributions are
calculated only up to a defined income ceiling (Beitragsbemessungsgrenze).

* Health insurance is mandatory. You may have the option of public statutory health
insurance (gesetzliche Krankenversicherung) or private health insurance (private
Krankenversicherung). At higher income levels, private insurance may be more
advantageous and is worth exploring with a local advisor.

Tax Classes (Steuerklassen)

Germany assigns workers to tax classes that determine how income tax is withheld from your
paycheck. Your tax class affects your monthly net pay — not your final annual tax liability, which
is settled when you file your annual return.

* Most single foreign workers are assigned to Steuerklasse 1. This is the standard class
for single individuals.

» If you are married, Steuerklasse 3 may apply and can reduce monthly withholding.
Discuss with a tax advisor.

* Filing an annual tax return (Steuererklarung) allows you to claim deductions and
potentially recover overpaid withholding.

U.S.-Germany Tax Treaty

The United States and Germany have a comprehensive tax treaty. This treaty is one of the key
tools for managing your dual tax obligation.

» The treaty generally provides that income earned from professional sports activities in
Germany is taxable in Germany. The Foreign Tax Credit mechanism then allows you to
offset U.S. taxes with German taxes already paid.

* The FEIE (Foreign Earned Income Exclusion) may also be available depending on your
residency status.

» FBARfiling is required if your German bank account balance exceeds $10,000 at any
point during the year.

The combination of income tax at 42%+, solidarity surcharge, and social contributions means
your effective tax rate in Germany can approach 50% or more of gross salary.

How your contract is structured — particularly housing and car provisions — has meaningful tax
implications.

A CPA who specializes in overseas athletes with German experience is not optional here. The
complexity justifies the cost many times over.



Germany has one of the best healthcare systems in the world. As a professional athlete with a
valid work permit and social insurance contributions, you have access to quality medical care
through both the public system and private options. This is one of the more straightforward
aspects of playing in Germany compared to many other overseas markets.

Mandatory Health Insurance

Health insurance is mandatory for all residents of Germany. As an employed professional
athlete, you will be enrolled in either the public statutory health insurance system (GKV —
gesetzliche Krankenversicherung) or private health insurance (PKV — private
Krankenversicherung).

« Public statutory health insurance covers a wide range of medical services including
doctor visits, hospital stays, prescription medications, and most standard medical
procedures.

* Atincome levels above the Versicherungspflichtgrenze (the compulsory insurance
threshold, approximately EUR 69,300 per year in recent years), you have the option to
choose private health insurance instead of public.

« Private health insurance in Germany generally offers faster access to specialists, better
hospital room options, and more comprehensive coverage. At BBL salary levels, your
employer contributions and personal premium structure make private insurance worth
evaluating.

* Your club's administrative staff should walk you through enrollment when you arrive. This
must happen alongside your tax and residence registration.

Club Medical Care

BBL clubs maintain medical staff including team doctors and physiotherapists. The quality of
club medical infrastructure varies by club tier.

» Top BBL clubs have professional sports medicine departments with access to specialist
networks.

» Sports-related injuries sustained in training and games are covered through the club's
obligations as your employer, including workers' compensation provisions under German
law.

* Non-sports medical needs are covered through your health insurance, not the club's
sports medical department.

Mental Health

Germany has a well-developed mental health sector. Access to English-speaking therapists and
counselors is available in major cities, particularly Berlin, Munich, Hamburg, and Frankfurt. If
mental health support is something you utilize, identify a provider early in the season rather than
waiting until you need one urgently.



International Health Insurance

Because Germany's mandatory health insurance system is comprehensive, the need for
separate international health insurance is lower here than in countries without mandatory
coverage. However, emergency evacuation coverage and coverage for travel outside Germany
during the season is worth maintaining through a supplemental policy.



Germany is a rule-of-law country with a well-functioning legal system. The risks for American
athletes here are lower than in some other overseas markets. However, there are specific laws
and cultural-legal norms that are different enough from American life to warrant attention.

Drug Laws

Germany made headlines in 2024 when it partially legalized cannabis for personal use.
Understanding exactly what is and is not permitted is important because the rules are more
nuanced than most coverage suggests.

* As of 2024, adults 18 and older may possess up to 25 grams of cannabis in public and
up to 50 grams at home. Growing up to three plants for personal use is permitted.

+ Cannabis social clubs (non-commercial growing associations) were legalized with
specific membership and quantity rules.

* Purchasing cannabis from commercial retailers remains illegal — a legal supply chain for
recreational cannabis sales had not been fully established as of the reform.

« Cannabis use is prohibited in schools, playgrounds, pedestrian zones, and within 100
meters of those areas. Use near sports facilities and arenas may be restricted.

German law may permit personal cannabis use, but FIBA anti-doping rules do not.
Cannabis and its metabolites remain on the FIBA prohibited list. A positive test during
FIBA-governed competition has consequences regardless of German domestic law.

If your club participates in FIBA-governed European competition, FIBA anti-doping testing
applies. Treat cannabis as prohibited for the entire season.

Other Controlled Substances

All other controlled substances — cocaine, MDMA, heroin, and others — remain fully illegal in
Germany. Penalties for possession and trafficking are serious. German law and its enforcement
of drug crimes beyond cannabis are not lenient.

Alcohol

Alcohol is legal and culturally embedded in Germany. Beer culture is a genuine part of German
national identity. However, the rules around alcohol and driving are strict.

* The general legal BAC limit for driving in Germany is 0.05% (stricter than the U.S.
0.08%). For drivers under 21 and new license holders, the limit is 0.00% — effectively
zero tolerance.

» Public drinking is generally legal in Germany. Open container laws as they exist in much
of the U.S. do not apply here.

» Do not drive after drinking anything significant. German traffic enforcement is consistent
and penalties for drunk driving are serious.



Sunday Laws (Ladenschlussgesetz)

Germany has strong laws restricting commercial activity on Sundays. Most shops,
supermarkets, and non-essential businesses are closed on Sundays by law. This is one of the
most common cultural-legal surprises for American players.

* Plan your grocery shopping and errands around this. Sunday in Germany is genuinely
quiet and commercial.

* Gas stations, pharmacies, and some convenience stores are exempt. Restaurants and
cafes are generally open.

* Noise restrictions on Sundays also apply — activities that generate significant noise
(including some outdoor activities) may be restricted in residential areas.

Quiet Hours (Ruhezeit)

German residential law recognizes quiet hours during which noise levels must be kept low.
Typical quiet hours are from 10 PM to 6 or 7 AM on weekdays and all day Sunday in many
municipalities.
* Loud music, parties, and significant noise during quiet hours can result in neighbor
complaints, police calls, and fines.

+ This is enforced. German neighbors do report noise violations and landlords take them
seriously.

Jaywalking

Jaywalking — crossing the street outside of designated crosswalks or against a red pedestrian
light — can result in a fine in Germany. This surprises many Americans who are used to more
casual pedestrian traffic rules. It is also a cultural norm — German pedestrians generally wait for
the green light even when no traffic is visible.

Historical Symbols and Speech

Germany has specific laws prohibiting the display of Nazi symbols, the use of Nazi salutes,
Holocaust denial, and related speech and conduct. These laws are enforced seriously. This is
not a gray area. Avoid any conduct that could be interpreted as falling under these prohibitions.

Law Enforcement

German police are professional and generally straightforward in their dealings with foreigners. If
stopped or questioned, remain calm, be respectful, and have your documents accessible.

* U.S. Embassy Berlin: +49 30 8305 0

* U.S. Consulate Munich: +49 89 2888 0

* U.S. Consulate Frankfurt: +49 69 7535 0

* Register with the STEP program at step.state.gov before traveling.






Germany offers one of the highest quality-of-life environments of any overseas basketball
destination. The infrastructure is world-class, the cities are clean, safe, and functional, and the
standard of living is genuinely high. The cultural adjustment for American players is real but
manageable with preparation.

German Culture and Directness

Germans are known for directness and a more formal communication style than most
Americans are accustomed to. This is not rudeness — it is cultural. Understanding this upfront
prevents misreading situations with coaches, club staff, and teammates.

* Germans tend to separate professional and personal relationships more distinctly than
Americans. Your coach being reserved or businesslike is not a reflection of how they
view you personally.

* Punctuality is taken seriously. Being late to practice, meetings, or appointments is
viewed as disrespectful in German professional culture. Be on time.

» Direct feedback is normal. If a coach or club official tells you something that sounds blunt
by American standards, receive it as information, not as a personal attack.

Language
German is the official language. English proficiency in Germany is among the highest in Europe,
particularly in major cities and among younger populations. In a professional basketball
environment with international players and staff, English is typically a working language.

* Most BBL club staff, coaches, and teammates will have functional to strong English.

» Outside of basketball environments and major cities, English proficiency drops. Daily life
tasks in smaller cities may require some German or translation tools.

* Learning basic German is appreciated and goes a long way in building relationships with
local staff and the community.

* Download Google Translate with the German offline pack as a backup.

Food

German food is hearty, bread-heavy, and meat-centered. The food culture varies significantly by
region — Bavaria has its own distinct cuisine, as does the Rhine region, Saxony, and the north.

* Bread (Brot) is a cultural institution in Germany. The variety and quality of German bread
is genuinely exceptional and worth embracing.

» Sausages (Wurst), schnitzel, pork dishes, and hearty stews are staples. The food is
generally satisfying and well-prepared.

* Major German cities have extensive international food options. Berlin in particular is one
of the most diverse food cities in Europe.

* Vegetarian and vegan options have expanded significantly in German cities in recent
years. Finding appropriate options is easier here than in most European basketball
markets.



« Tap water in Germany is safe to drink and of very high quality. Many Germans prefer it to
bottled water.

Cost of Living

Germany is more expensive than Eastern European basketball markets but more affordable
than cities like London or Paris. The cost of living varies significantly by city.

» Berlin is relatively affordable for a major European capital. Munich is significantly more
expensive — among the priciest cities in Germany.
*  Frankfurt, Hamburg, and Cologne fall in the mid-to-upper range for German cities.

« Smaller BBL cities like UIm, Ludwigsburg, or Oldenburg are considerably more
affordable than the major metros.

Transportation
Germany has exceptional transportation infrastructure.
* The Deutsche Bahn rail network connects all major cities. High-speed ICE trains make
intercity travel fast and reliable.

» City public transit (U-Bahn, S-Bahn, trams, buses) is comprehensive and efficient in all
major German cities. A transit pass is often one of the most useful things to have.

» Uber operates in Germany but in some cities local alternatives like FreeNow are more
widely used due to German taxi licensing regulations.

* Germany has an excellent highway (Autobahn) network. Parts of the Autobahn have no
speed limit — this is real and the driving speeds reflect it. Drive with awareness.

* Cycling infrastructure is excellent across Germany and many players use bikes for daily
movement in cities.

Climate
Germany has a temperate oceanic climate with regional variation.

* Winters are cold and grey, particularly from November through February. Temperatures
regularly drop below freezing in most of the country.

« Summers are warm and generally pleasant, though not as hot as southern European

countries.
* Rain is distributed relatively evenly throughout the year. Pack rain gear regardless of the
season.
Time Zone

Germany operates on Central European Time (CET), UTC+1 in winter and UTC+2 (CEST) in
summer during daylight saving time.

*  When itis 8:00 AM in New York (EST), it is 2:00 PM in Germany in winter and 3:00 PM
in summer.



+ The time zone overlap with the U.S. East Coast is 6 to 7 hours. Staying connected with
family and business contacts back home is manageable with morning or evening calls.



German basketball has grown significantly in profile and investment over the past decade. The
NBL (now rebranded and operating as the BBL — easyCredit Basketball Bundesliga) is the top
professional league and has expanded its footprint in European competition. The infrastructure,
organization, and media presence of the BBL make it one of the more professionally run
leagues in European basketball.

BBL — easyCredit Basketball Bundesliga

The BBL is the top professional basketball league in Germany and the primary destination for
American import players in the German market.

fotogory oo

Teams 18 clubs

Season October through June (including playoffs)

Non-EU Import Players Rules set by BBL — verify current season limits

European Competition BBL clubs participate in EuroLeague, EuroCup, BCL

Salary Range (Imports) Wide range — mid-tier: $80K—-$200K; top clubs: $200K-$500K+
Playoffs Top 10 teams qualify for BBL playoffs

Relegation Bottom clubs relegated to ProA

Governing Body Basketball Bundesliga GmbH

ProA — Second Division

ProA is the second division of German basketball. It is a semi-professional to professional
league depending on the club and serves as the primary promotion and relegation tier for the
BBL.

* ProA salaries are significantly lower than BBL deals but the league is competitive and
organized.

» Several ProA clubs have strong organizational foundations and use the second division
as a deliberate development pathway toward BBL promotion.

* American players in ProA are typically at an earlier stage of their overseas career or are
rebuilding after time away from the game.

ProB — Third Division

ProB is the third tier of German basketball. It is semi-professional in most cases with
compensation significantly below ProA. Some clubs use ProB as an entry point for younger
American players or for veterans willing to trade salary for a quality-of-life posting in Germany.



European Competition

Several BBL clubs compete in European competition, which adds significant schedule demands
for players at those clubs.

« Alba Berlin and Bayern Munich have been regular participants in EuroLeague, the top
European club competition.

* Hamburg, Ulm, and other BBL clubs have competed in EuroCup and the Basketball
Champions League.
* European competition means mid-week games, extensive travel across the continent,

and a physically demanding full-season workload. Understand the full schedule before
signing with a European competition club.

Season Format

The BBL regular season runs from October through April, with playoffs extending to June. The
schedule is long and the playoff format is comprehensive.

* BBL playoffs involve multiple rounds of best-of-five series, making June finals possible
for deep runs.

e Clubs in European competition carry a dual-calendar load of domestic and European
games from October through April or May.

* German national team FIBA windows are respected. Players representing national
teams are released for those windows.



Germany is a large, decentralized country with a strong regional identity in each state
(Bundesland). The experience of playing in Berlin is completely different from playing in Munich,
Ulm, or Oldenburg. Understanding the city you are committing to is as important as the contract
terms.

Berlin — Alba Berlin

Berlin is Germany's capital and largest city, with a population of around 3.7 million. Alba Berlin is
one of the premier clubs in German basketball history and a regular EuroLeague participant.

* Crowd Vibe: Alba Berlin has one of the most dedicated fanbases in the BBL. The
Mercedes-Benz Arena atmosphere during EuroLeague nights is elite. The club has built
a strong identity around development, community, and sustained excellence.

+ Lifestyle: Berlin is one of Europe's most dynamic cities — diverse, culturally rich,
internationally oriented, and with an energy that is distinct from any other German city.
The expat and international community is enormous. English is widely spoken. The food
scene is exceptional. Cost of living is lower than Munich but rising.

* Climate: Cold winters, warm summers. More grey and overcast than southern Germany.
The city is genuinely vibrant year-round despite the winter weather.

+ Common Traps: Berlin's nightlife and social scene are among the most active in Europe.
Players who are not disciplined about their off-court habits can find the city distracting.
Focus and the city rewards you. Lose focus and the city will find you.

Munich — Bayern Munich Basketball

Munich is Germany's third-largest city and its economic powerhouse. Bayern Munich Basketball
benefits from the global brand and resources of one of the most famous sports clubs in the
world.

» Crowd Vibe: Bayern Munich Basketball has grown significantly in profile and ambition.
The connection to the football club brings resources and visibility that most basketball
clubs cannot match.

+ Lifestyle: Munich is one of the most comfortable and livable cities in Europe. Clean, safe,
well-organized, with excellent food, culture, and outdoor access to the Bavarian Alps. It
is also the most expensive city in Germany.

» Climate: Munich has colder winters than Berlin on average and can receive significant
snowfall. Summer is warm and beautiful.

* Common Traps: Cost of living is high. Your housing allowance will not go as far here as
in other German cities. Negotiate the housing provision specifically for Munich.

Hamburg — Hamburg Towers

Hamburg is Germany's second-largest city and its primary port city, with a distinct maritime and
cosmopolitan character.



Crowd Vibe: Hamburg Towers have been building their profile in the BBL and in
European competition. The fanbase is developing and the club has invested in its
atmosphere.

Lifestyle: Hamburg is a genuinely international city with a strong music scene, excellent
food, and a waterfront culture centered around the Alster lakes and the harbor. More rain
than most German cities but a high quality of life.

Climate: Hamburg has the wettest climate of major German cities. Prepare for rain
year-round and grey winters. Summers are pleasant.

Common Traps: The Reeperbahn entertainment district in Hamburg is one of the more
famous nightlife areas in Europe. Same discipline considerations as Berlin apply.

Cologne — Telekom Baskets Bonn (nearby)

The Cologne-Bonn area is the most densely populated metropolitan region in Germany.
Telekom Baskets Bonn, based in nearby Bonn, is one of the more established BBL clubs with a
strong history.

Crowd Vibe: Telekom Baskets Bonn has a loyal and knowledgeable fanbase. The club
has been a consistent BBL presence and competes regularly in European competition.
Lifestyle: The Rhine region is one of the most livable areas in Germany — mild climate
relative to the north, excellent food and wine culture, strong infrastructure, and easy
access to Belgium, the Netherlands, and France by train.

Climate: The mildest climate in Germany. Less extreme winters than Berlin or Munich.
Common Traps: Cologne and Bonn are separate cities 30 kilometers apart. Understand
which city your team is actually based in and plan your living situation accordingly.

Frankfurt — Fraport Skyliners

Frankfurt is Germany's financial center and a major international hub, home to the European
Central Bank and one of Europe's busiest airports.

Crowd Vibe: The Fraport Skyliners have a dedicated local following. Frankfurt's sports
culture is primarily football-oriented but basketball has a genuine presence.

Lifestyle: Frankfurt is a business city with a cosmopolitan character. High quality of life,
excellent international food, strong expat community. The city center is compact and
walkable.

Climate: Similar to the Rhine region — relatively mild by German standards.

Common Traps: Frankfurt is expensive, second only to Munich among German cities for
cost of living. International travel is easy from Frankfurt Airport, which is both useful and
a potential distraction.

Ulm — ratiopharm Ulm

Ulm is a mid-sized city in Baden-Wurttemberg in southern Germany, on the border with Bavaria.
ratiopharm Ulm is one of the more consistent and respected organizations in the BBL.



Crowd Vibe: Ratiopharm Arena generates strong atmosphere for a mid-sized city. Ulm
basketball fans are engaged and knowledgeable. The club has a reputation for
developing players well.

Lifestyle: Ulm is a smaller city by German standards but a genuinely pleasant place to
live. Access to the Bavarian Alps, Munich (90 minutes by train), and Stuttgart. More quiet
and community-oriented than the major metros.

Climate: Southern German climate — cold winters with snow, warm summers.

Common Traps: Limited nightlife and entertainment compared to major cities. Players
who need constant urban stimulation find smaller German cities challenging. Players
who are focused on basketball and enjoy a quieter lifestyle find Ulm excellent.

Ludwigsburg — MHP Riesen Ludwigsburg

Ludwigsburg is a small city near Stuttgart in Baden-Wurttemberg. MHP Riesen is a
well-organized BBL club with a history of developing American talent.

Crowd Vibe: MHP Arena atmosphere is good for the club's market size. Loyal local
fanbase.

Lifestyle: Suburban character, close to Stuttgart (20 minutes). Access to major city
amenities while living in a quieter environment.

Climate: Southern Germany — similar to Ulm.

Oldenburg — EWE Baskets Oldenburg

Oldenburg is a city in Lower Saxony in northwestern Germany. EWE Baskets is one of the
BBL's most consistent clubs and has been a regular presence at the top of the league.

Crowd Vibe: EWE Arena is known as one of the better atmospheres in the BBL. The
club has strong community ties and a fanbase that punches above the city's size.

Lifestyle: Smaller northern German city. Quieter lifestyle, strong community character.
Close to Bremen (about 45 minutes). More affordable than maijor cities.

Climate: Northwestern Germany — wet, mild winters, grey. Similar to Hamburg's climate.



Germany is one of the more reliable markets in European basketball for salary payment. The
BBL operates within a professional framework, clubs are generally financially stable compared
to leagues in Eastern Europe or the Middle East, and German employment law provides real
worker protections. That said, financial difficulties at clubs do occur, and knowing how to protect
yourself is still essential.

German Employment Law Protections

Because your professional contract is an employment contract under German law, you have
statutory protections that do not exist in many other overseas markets.

* German employment law requires employers to pay wages on time. Persistent late
payment can constitute a breach of contract that entitles the employee to terminate the
contract with good cause.

» If a club becomes insolvent, German insolvency law provides some protections for
employees, including claims for unpaid wages as priority creditors in insolvency
proceedings.

* Notice period requirements under German law mean that clubs cannot simply terminate
contracts without following proper procedures.

Contract Provisions That Still Matter
German law provides a baseline, but your contract should still specify:

« Exact monthly payment dates.

* A player-initiated release clause triggered by non-payment after a defined grace period,
even though German employment law provides some baseline protections.

» Guaranteed salary provisions in the event of injury.
+ Clear terms around what constitutes a material breach by the club.

When a Payment Is Late

6. Document the missed payment the day it is due.

7. Notify your agent immediately in writing.

8. Your agent should formally notify the club in writing citing the contract terms.

9. If the club does not respond or cure the default within the grace period, consult a
German sports attorney about your options under German employment law.

10. FIBA arbitration is available for FIBA-registered contracts alongside German legal
remedies.

Payment reliability issues in German basketball are more common in ProA and ProB than in the
BBL proper.



If signing with a lower division club, apply the same due diligence standards as you would for a
smaller club in any other overseas market.

Research the club's recent payment history. Talk to players who have been there.



Getting your financial and administrative infrastructure in place quickly when you arrive in
Germany is essential. German bureaucracy is thorough and each step often depends on the
previous one — the Anmeldung enables the bank account, the bank account enables payroll,
and so on. Do these in order and do them early.

Step One: Anmeldung (Address Registration)

The Anmeldung is your first and most important administrative step in Germany. Register your
address at the local Burgeramt within 14 days of arriving at your permanent address.

* Bring your passport and a signed confirmation from your landlord or club
(Wohnungsgeberbestatigung) confirming your address.

* You will receive a Meldebescheinigung (registration certificate) on the spot or shortly
after. Keep this document — you will need it for banking, tax registration, and other
official purposes.

Tax Registration and Steueridentifikationsnummer

Germany assigns every resident a tax identification number (Steueridentifikationsnummer or
Steuer-ID). This is issued automatically after your Anmeldung and sent by post to your
registered address within a few weeks. Your employer needs this number to process your
payroll correctly.

» If you have previously lived in Germany, you may already have a Steuer-ID. It remains
the same for life.

*  Your employer will also assign you a tax class (Steuerklasse) based on your declared
marital status and personal situation. Ensure this is set correctly from the start.

Opening a German Bank Account

You need a German bank account to receive your salary. Major banks with good
English-language service include Deutsche Bank, Commerzbank, and N26 (an online bank that
is popular with expats for its English-language app and easy setup).

11. Complete your Anmeldung first — the Meldebescheinigung is typically required to open
a bank account.
12. Bring your passport, Meldebescheinigung, and residence permit to the bank.

13. N26 and other online banks can sometimes be opened more quickly and with less
in-person bureaucracy than traditional banks.

14. Request account features that support international wire transfers in foreign currency.

Health Insurance Enrollment

Health insurance enrollment must happen alongside your employment registration. Your
employer will either enroll you in the public system automatically or you will select a private



provider. Do not let this step be delayed — you need health coverage from your first day of

employment.

Sending Money Home

International wire transfers from German banks to U.S. accounts are clean, fast, and

unrestricted.

* Transfers typically arrive within 1 to 3 business days.
* No capital controls or government approval required.

» Services like Currencies Direct (an OverseasX partner) can help you optimize your EUR
to USD conversion rather than accepting your bank's default rate.

+ Keep records of every transfer for FBAR reporting and U.S. tax filing.

Anmeldung
Meldebescheinigung
Steuer-ID

German Bank Account
Health Insurance

International Transfers

First step — required within 14 days of arrival
Registration certificate — needed for banking and taxes
Tax ID — issued automatically after Anmeldung
Required for salary — open after Anmeldung
Mandatory — enroll immediately upon employment

Clean and fast — no capital controls



This section summarizes the highest areas of legal and financial exposure for American players
in Germany. Read it before you travel.

High Tax Burden Effective tax rates approaching 50% of gross at BBL salary
levels. Structure your contract correctly. Church tax can be
avoided with a proper declaration at registration.

Cannabis and FIBA German law permits limited personal use, but FIBA prohibits

Anti-Doping cannabis entirely. A positive FIBA test has career consequences
regardless of local law.

Working Without Do not play professionally before your residence permit with

Authorization work authorization is in place.

Anmeldung Failure Failing to register your address within 14 days creates
complications for banking, taxes, and your residence permit.

Drink Driving Legal BAC limit is 0.05% — lower than the U.S. Under-21 limit is
0.00%. Do not drive after drinking.

Noise and Sunday Laws German quiet hours and Sunday commercial restrictions are
enforced. Know the rules for your municipality.

Historical Symbol Laws Nazi symbols, salutes, and Holocaust denial are criminal
offenses. No ambiguity.

Lower Division Payment ProA and ProB clubs carry more payment risk than the BBL.

Risk Research your specific club.

U.S. Tax Non-Compliance FBAR required for foreign accounts over $10,000. File with an

expat specialist who knows the U.S.-Germany tax treaty.

U.S. Government Contact Information in Germany

U.S. Embassy Berlin: +49 30 8305 0 | Pariser Platz 2, 10117 Berlin

U.S. Consulate Munich: +49 89 2888 0 | Koeniginstrasse 5, 80539 Munich

U.S. Consulate Frankfurt: +49 69 7535 0 | Giessener Strasse 30, 60435 Frankfurt
U.S. Consulate Hamburg: +49 40 4117 1100 | Alsterufer 27/28, 20354 Hamburg
STEP Registration: step.state.gov — register before you travel



Germany is one of the best overall packages in European professional basketball. The quality of
life is high, the infrastructure is world-class, the legal environment is transparent and
professional, and the BBL is a growing league with real investment behind it. The tax system is
complex and the bureaucratic onboarding requires attention, but neither of those things are
insurmountable with the right preparation. Players who do their homework here tend to have
excellent experiences.

Before You Sign

Understand the gross-to-net gap. Germany's tax burden at BBL salary levels is
significant. Know what you are actually taking home before you agree to a number.

Have your contract reviewed by a German sports attorney. German employment law
applies and understanding how it interacts with your contract is valuable.

Clarify your import player classification — EU versus non-EU — and how it affects your
status.

If signing with a EuroLeague or EuroCup club, review the full schedule. The
dual-calendar demand is significant.

Negotiate the structure of housing and car provisions with tax implications in mind.

Before You Travel

Confirm your work visa or the Auslanderbehorde appointment is being arranged before
you arrive.

Register with the U.S. Embassy STEP program at step.state.gov.

Verify all supplements against the FIBA prohibited list — German cannabis law does not
override FIBA anti-doping rules.

Brief your CPA on your German contract. The U.S.-Germany tax treaty, FEIE, foreign tax
credits, and FBAR all apply.

When You Arrive

Complete your Anmeldung within 14 days of moving into your permanent address. This
is the foundation of every other administrative step.

Obtain your Steuer-ID and ensure your employer has it for payroll processing.
Open a German bank account promptly after your Anmeldung.
Enroll in health insurance immediately upon employment.

Locate your nearest medical facility and understand your health insurance coverage
before you need it.

During the Season

Track every salary payment. Keep records.



* Escalate any payment issues immediately through your agent.

* Respect German cultural norms around punctuality, quiet hours, and Sunday restrictions.

* Engage with the country. Germany rewards players who arrive with genuine curiosity
and respect.

OverseasX Is Here

If you are dealing with a payment dispute, a contract issue, a visa problem, or just need to talk to
someone who has been through it, reach out through theoverseasx.com.

With OverseasX, you'll never have to walk this journey alone.
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